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1.1 got a note from Maria ~~~ me to get in touch. ( 3
A, making B. urging C. warning D. suggesting
2. Comparison may make something appear more heautiful than it is when ~ alone, ( 3
A, to see B. seeing C. is seen T2 seen
3. No one this building without the permission of the police, ¢ )
A.is leaving B. is to leave C. has left D. will be leaving
4, The final exam is » 80 the students are busy it. - ( h)
A. at hand: preparing for
B. at the band; to prepare for
(', around the corner; with preparing for
D. at a hand; making
5.He looked ~ asleep dead. ( )
A. neither; nor B. both; and
C. not only; but also ). more: than
§, Not until settle the problem. € M
A, he returns can we B. he returns we can
C. does he return we can [ does he return can we
7. —The store sells expensive things.
— 80 it does, Never again . ( 3
A.F will shop B. 1 do shop C. will T shop D. do T shop
8. —Are you content what he has said?
—Yes, I am content to : whatever he says, ( )
A to; follow B, with; following
C. with; follow D. to; following
49, Such bad things must at once. ( 3
A, put an end B, put an end to
(. be put an end 1o D. be put an end
10, He requested that T them get in the crops. ( )
A. help B. to help C. helped D. helping
11. His words were out by loud cheers from the crowd. ( )
A, drowned B. crowded C. expressed D. cried
12. They have put the bird in a cage to it from flying away. ( )
A. prevent B. avoid C. defend . hold
13. The daughter her father to give up wine, but she failed. ( )
A, persuaded B. tried to persuade

C. advised D. both B and C
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14. This computer doesn’t work properly, because a certain virus has the operating system, ( )
A. broken up B. broken down
C. broken cut D. broken away
15, Five minutes earlier, and the boy . ‘ { )

A, would be saved B. could be saved

C. were saved D. would have been saved
T SETGINE I 20 AN B/EE 1.5 AL 0 30 A1)

1 would like to suggest that for sixty to ninety minutes each evening all television broadeastirg in the United
States be forbidden by law.

Let us takea 16

, reasonable look at what the results might be if such aan) 17 were accepted; fam-
ilies might use the time for a real family hour, Without the distraction of TV, they might 18  together after
dinner and actually talk to one another. It is well known that many of our 19 in everything in fact, from the

generation gap to the high divorce (B %) rate to some forms of 20

_illness are caused at least inpart by _ 21 to
communicate, By using the quiet family hour to 22 our problems, we might get to know each other better,
and to Yike each other better.

On evenings when such a talk is 23 , families could discover more active pastimes (1% , B 5 ). Freed
from TV, {orced to find their own activities, they might take a 24  together to watch the sunset 25 they
might take a walk together. 26  free time and no TV, children and adults might discover reading, ' There is

more entertainment in 27  than in a TV program. 28  report that the generation growing up with televi-

sion can hardly write an English sentence, 20  at the college level. 30  is often learned from reading. . A
more literate new generation could be a product of the quiet hour.
A different 3!  of reading might also be done as it was in the past: reading aloud. The gquiet hour could

become the story hour, When the quiet hour 32 with better

, the I'V net works might he forced to 33
shows in order to get us back from our newly discovered activities,

At first glance, this idea seems radical (i #>. How will we spend the time then? The fact is, it has been
only twenty-five years 34  television came to control American free time. Those of us thirty-five and older can

35 childhoods without television. It wasn't that diflicalt,

16, A, valuable B. pleasant C. quick D. serious -
17. A, advice B. suggestion C. opinion D, offer.

18. A. get arcund B, stand stiil C. meet D. sit around.!
19. A, problems B. trouble C. atfairs D, misfortune
20. A. physical B. common C. mental D, familiat
21, A, attempt B. failure C. ability . perinission
22, A, discuss B. talk C. make sure D. see 1o

23. A. acceptable B. unnecessary C, funny D. anpleasant
24, A. walk B. look C. ride D. rest

25. A, and B. or C. hut D, while

26. A, At B.In C, For - D. With

27. A. a fine puem B. a good book C. a quiet hour D, a composition
28, A, Professors B. Scientists C. Parents D. Educators
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25. A, yet B. still C. even b. just

30, A, Writing B. Thinking C. Speaking D, Listening

31, A, form B. kind C. method D. step

32. A. starts B. ends C. comes [ lasts p

33, A, come across B. come about C. come up D. broadcast

34. A, before B. since C., until D, after

35. A. remind B. remember C, recognize D. know

= R M 20 AR /DR 2 4. 38 40 51D
A

There is no doubt that adults, and even highly educated adults, vary greatly in the speed and efficiency (¥
#) of their reading. Sotne proceed very slewly throughout; others dash along too quickly and then have to re-
gress(GB[B]), Poor readers in particular may lack the ability to vary their manner of reading according to the type
of reading matter and to their intentions in reading it. A good reader can move at a great speed through the text
of a novel or similar light reading matter. He may be able to skim a page, picking up a word or two here and
there, and gain a general idea of what the text is about without really reading it. In reading more difficult materi-
al, with the intention of taking in the whole of it, he will proceed more slowly, but even then he will vary his
pace, concentrating (£ 1) on the key words and passages, perhaps rereading them several times and passing
more quickly over the remainder. A less efficient reader tends to maintain the same speed whatever the material
he reads. Therefore, even light reading matter gives him little pleasure because he readg s0 slowly, But this pace
may be too fast for really difficult material which requires special concentration at difficult points.

A type of reading which needs careful attention to detail is proof-reading (¥3}), in which the reader, in or-
‘der to detect misprints in a sample print, has to notice not so much the meaning of what he reads as the exact
shape and order of letters and words in the text, This is extremely difficult for most people, since they are used
to ignoring( 2 88) such details. In fact, considerable practice is required to practise this task efficiently and it can
be done only by reading very slowly, and by paying comparatively little attention to the general meaning of the
text, '

36. A good reader is a reader who

A, concentrates on the wonderful part of the article
B. always reads slowly and carefully
C. changes his speed according to the kind of text
. changes his speed according to the length of the texi
37. If you are proof-reading some material, you
A. get nothing of the meaning of the text
B. pay little attention to the printing
C. get a full understanding of the text
D. care much about the spelling of the words
38. The last two sentences of the first paragraph mean that
A, a reading speed too slow for a difficult book is just right for a non-serious one
B. a reading speed too slow for a non-serious book may be too fast for a difficult one

C. a reading speed 100 fast for difficult material is just right for a non-serious book
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D. a reading speed too slow for a non-serious book is also too slow tor a difficult one

x

. -

39. Which of the following can be the best title of the passage?
A. Reading and lListening.
B. Difference between Highly Educated and Poorly Educated.
C. How to Practise Reading Skill,
D, Difference in the Speed and Efficiency of Reading.
B

Ecopsychology (4: 35,0 FB%) is a new area of psychology. Ecopsychologists study humans and their relation-
ships to the environment(eco). They feel that the environment is very important to our sense of well-being. In
fact, they believe it is central to our happiness. If we are going to be happy, we need to connect more with na-
ture, Children are born with this feeling of connection to nature. They often spend long periods of time zvith
plants, trecs, and insects, However. as we age, we often lose that sense of joy in nature,

Over the centuries, we have become more isolated and disconnected from nature. This has hurt society. [t
has made us more violent, anxious. depressed. and lonely. People who are close to nature and have good rela-
tionships with animals have respect for life. They also have a better chance of being mentally healthy adults.
When we understand our bond{#§ £) to nature— plants and animals— we will live together better as a society.

Being a society that is separate from nature has also hurt the environment, Vast areas of our natural world
are disappearing. We are over-developing the earth and using its resources in an irresponsible CR i 3 {X #)) way.
It’s time to stop this destructive pattern, Therefore, rather than spending our days in concrete(7K ) buildings
and around asphalt({H ) streets, we need to spend more time with nature, Activities such as sailing, garden-
ing, mountain climbing, walking along a trail, or just relaxing in the backyard can help us reconnect with the
natural world.

40, Which of the following is the main idea of the second paragraph?
A, Harm to the environment,
R. Environment and nature,
C. A healthy society,

. Nature and our mental health,

- 41. According to ecopsychologists, being disconnected from nature causes

A. respect for life
B. good relationships with animals
C. loneliness
D. a hond to plants and animals
42, Ecopsychologists believe that if we are connected with nature, we wili
A, spend more time downtown
-B. stop the destruction of nature
C. separate ourselves from the natural world
D). spend more time on leisure activities
43, Which of the following means the same as the underlined word “isolated” in Paragraph 27

A. Advanced. B. Protected.
C. Separated. D. Educated.
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UK Sightseeing Tours
The Tour
This is the hest and original tour—a sightseeing tour in a traditional opentop Double—[)eckex: bus! There are
5 tour routes(FE2R)included for the one tour cost with a total of 90 stops. Should you wiz_-‘.h te leave the tour to
explore a point or place of interest and rejoin the tour on one of the next services? You can do this as often as you
like because your ticket is valid(HAY) for 24 hours! Enjoy the English live commentary (#%i}4) hy experienced
guides or choose from 8 languages which have been digitally recorded and are available through individual head-
phones. -
Reservations( i € )
There is no need to book tour dates ahead of time, and just buy The Original Tour pass here in-Australia and
present it at one of the 6 main starting points,
Rates
Children under 5 travel free when seated on the lap of an adult. Prices are in GBP and {nclude VAT,
Rates are valid through to 31 Mar, 2005.
Kids Club
Meet Jack and l.ucy as they discover all the magical stories that London has to offer. with a commentary
channel, Kids receive their own FREE activity pack with stickers, crayons(#t%) and a passport to Londen.
44, Which is TRUE according to the advertisement?
A. You may have a 5-tour-route choice for only one tour cost,
B. There are experienced guides speaking 8 languages.
C. Kids of less than 5 can have free travel when seated.
D. The tour lasts 24 hours,
45, Most children may enjoy the tour probably hecause of
A, the many stops during the tour
B. the free travel
C. the English live commentary
D, the special program for them
46, If you want te join the tour, you must
A. book The Original Tour pass in advance
B. buy the pass and start at any of the 6 main starting points
C. attend it before 31 Mar, 2005
D. come with at least one child
D
For a 400-year-old art form, operas had a bad fame: overweight actresses singing the words which are hard
to understand in one of those romance languages you were supposed to learn in high school. And with tickets
costing as much as $ 145 a performance, opera goers also had a certain appearance in people's mind; rich, well-
dressed and cld.

But now opera companies arcund the country are loosening their ties and kicking off their shoes in an attempt

to bring the opera to the audience—the young and not-so-rich. Tt needs to keep it alive,
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Opera producers have found that to attract this crowd, they need to make the opera closer to common peoc-
ple, That means no formal suits, old—styied\theatre or band-breaking ticket prices. And because young people
don’t or won't come to the opera, companies are bringing the opera to them, giving performances in such unusual
places as parks, libraries and public schools. ,

The Houston Grand Opera’s cheice is the public library, where it performs “mebile operas”, sbortened ver-
sionsC i 45) of child-friendly operas. This summer’s production is Hansel & Gretel. By performing smaller ver-
sions of large productions, producers are able to make people interested while keeping costs at a reasonable level.
The San Francisco Opera, which will be celebrating its 75th anniversary this year, is staging Cinderella iree of
charge, keeping costs down by employing students from its Young Artists’ Training Program.

47. What is the main idea of this passage?
A. QOpera is famous for its long history. -
B. Opera is only performed for rich people,
C. Young people are not inlerested in opera,
D, Opera companies are trying 1o keep opera ahive,
48, The underlined phrase “loosening their ties and kicking off their shoes” (Paragraph 2) means .
A, breaking up the old rules
B. changing the formal suits
C. making the audience al ease
D. advertising themselves
49. Opera companies prefer to perform short versions because e
A. it is hard to find long versions
B. shart versions are easy to perform
C. short versions cost less and attract more people
D. they can perform in public libraries
50. The San Francisco Opera Company employs student actors in order to .
A. celebrate its 75th anniversary
B. reduce the cost
C. attract young peaple
D. make Cinderella popular
E

Many retired persons think it advantageous, or even necessary. to change living places. A couple with
grown children may sell their house and move into an apartment. A suburban couple might want the conven-
iences of city life. Or they may choose to relocate in a warmer climate and move to a community designed specif-
ically for retired individuals—for example, Sun City, Ariz. Some retirees, particularly singles, cannot afford to
maintain previous standards of living and therefore must move into less expensive quarters,

l.onger life expectancies have made retirement planning a necessity, cspecially regarding income, Workers
must begin planning many years before actually leaving the work force. To live only on government benefits bas
become nearly impossihle in some countries. Social sccurity income should be suppiemented (3f F£) by money
from pensions(GRK 4 ), profit sharing, or other means. To earn added income many retirees must find a joh.

The loosening of occupational (BLMk ) responsihilities leaves more for social life. Often this means more
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time for the family, especially grandchildren, For couples the marriage relationship becomes central. Retirees al-
so continue to play the role of parents, developing new bonds with their children. Grown children may have to
develop new responsibilities toward their parents in spite of feeling claser to their children than to retired par-
ents, .

Bonds with pecple of their own age are usually strengthened by retirees. They have more time to associate
with their peers, including hrothers and sisters in leisure(ff ) and travel. Friendships that are well maintained
into later life are more common among those who have lived in the same neighborhood or commungity for many
years.

Many retirees tend to become politically active, especially in regard to topics affecting their welfare. They
are more likely than the young to vote, and they are more informed about candidates(#&# A) and issues.
51. Which of the following is NOT the reason why retired people move?

A. They might not be able to pay the expensive rent with their pension,
B. They might want tc live in a community designed specially for retirees,
C. They might want to live near their grown children and grandchildren,
D. They might want to enjay the conveniences of city life.
52. In the author’s opinion
A, the income of retired people should come from several sources
B. i1 is the responsibility of the government to provide aids for old people
(. retired persons should plan their money spending according to their pensions
D. it is a sign of good health for the retirees to find another job
53. According to the passage, retirement
A. makes grown children feel closer to their parents
B. often causes marriage prohlems to the retired couple
C. makes many retired people famous in political circles
D. brings new types of relation between the retirees and their children
54, Which of the following best defines the meaning of the underlined word “peers” (Paragraph 4)%
A. Persons with whom you exchange letters as a hobby.
B. Persons who are of the same age or have the same social position.
C. A small group of people chosen to give advice to retirees,
D. A group of people with a common interest who meet regularly.
55. What is the author’s attitude towards the retired people in the passage?

A, Critical. B. Praising. C. Objective, D, Pitying.

BEGE 3540
(— )8 s (3 10 /NGB /NEE 1 2y o W53 10 47

The summer holiday, when I'm looking forward to, 56.
is coming. What a fun it is to go fishing! Playing football 57.
is one of my hobby, I can ride my bicycle, climb high 58.
mountains, or go swimming. Sometime I can play chess 59,
with my grandfather. How interested my holiday will be! 60,

But my father is always afraid I would be hurt hy 61,



x¥EE8H $EEH % T o — N + 8 -

a truck, fall into water, or fell off a tree or something. He is 62.

afraid I would fight against others or taken away by bad men. 63, -
And if I'm carefui and polite enough, how will these 64, -t -
things happen? | must try best to persuade my father. 65.

(2 BERE WS 25 2 e
BEHFRE-EBPE. —K—UAEBRERRKR, BT EEREIREINEEHALMBRBLIEE, HER
FRRHEES HIFE M EIER"HHER. ;
BR: L “WBARATHENBYL, AAEPELSN, BHOEF B RELRIBEARSIFES. 2. Ezhut
. BEALY. .EHREF - GIXBOE RERKEBNBHEF, TREIEBHLRE, 4 RRES Mt
WiEa ks,
# AL . 254 : English Corner W ¥ 100 WAL -
MXHTRBal, Mt ARFRE.

I'm a senior student. I like English very much. Besides attending English lessons at school,




B

=
e - 4

»

e

"

* % »

9. BEEIRERNE EBRSTH BIE

25 “WCPF)  Unit 11—Unit 13
T B .00 4h4b B 120 4 18 4
VARG 15 NEBME 1 4R, 843 15 40

o,

1. Just after putting the baby onto the bed, Mrs White suddenly caught sight of the pet cat and didn’t know how
long it on the table for the family dinner, ( )
A, had been lying; lying B. had been lying; laid
C. had been laid; laid D. had lain; laying
2. All passengers are expected to [asten the seat-belts when the plane tzkes off and lands, ( )
A. on the hoard B. on board C. on a board D. on heoards
3. The sweater made of wool feels softer than made of nylon. ( )
A. one B. this C.it D. that i
4. If you have any requests, don't hesitate me, ( )
A, telling B. in telling C. to tell D. to telling
5. Where do you think 2 ( }
A, should we go B. we should go
C. that we should go D. that should we go
6. At the meeting, people from different countries a lot of problems facing our planet, ( )
A. come up B. came up C. put forward D. put up
7. *Would you like to go shopping with me?”¥ » but 'm a bit busy. ” { )
A. I want very much B. I'd like to
C. I'm pleased D. I hope so
8. The women's club Lin, who used to pay little attention to her appearance, —to improve her dress style and
become more confident and open-minded. ( )
A. enabled B. had enahled
C. has enabled D. enables
9, The two sides to make peace, but something unusual . ( )
A. had intendeds happened B. intended; happened
C. intended; had happened D. would intend; happened
10. Tt is said that our chairman has for Tom to greet the foreigners. ( )
A, prépared B. intended C. arranged D, agreed

11. The scientist was in thoughts. ¢ )
A, deeply B. struck C. got D, ahsorbed

12, Do you think that experience was to him? ( )

A. benefit B. benefited
C. of benefit D, for the henefit

13. The young dancers looked so charming in their heautiful clothes that we took __ pictures of them, ( )}
A, many of B. masses of
C. the number of D. amounts of

14. You shouldn’t always criticize your child, for little children are to your criticisin, ( )
A, sensitive : B. suitable

C. acceptahle D, fit
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15. We last night, but we went to the concert instead. ( )
A. must have studied B. might study
C. should have studied

= SERNEE (3K 20 /NG B/ 1.5 4, WA 30 41)

On a cold November afternoon, my mother and 1 were walking home from a pizza store. We were dressed

D. would study

16 and equipped with the rented video we couldn’t _ 17  to watch. I was feeling a little _ 18  as I was
carrying our shopping, and decided I;O throw away something. So I started 10 walk towarde the garbage can 19
T noticed a poor man walking out of the restaurant in front of us, He 20 over to another nearby garhage
can and started looking through it.

I suddenly felt very guilty (}§#% #9) because 1 was about to throw away a new drink just because it was

21 . 1 walked up to him and handed the 22 and some snacks(7/i#z) over 10 him, The man locked up 23

__and took what I gave him, -

A huge smile 24 across his face and this 25 me to feel indescribable satisfaction. [ {elt I conldn’t be
happier 26  myself. But then he said, “Wow, this is my son's lucky day!”

With that, he thanked me happily and started off on his bike, I 27  heard him whistling a sang as he rode
away.

1 got a warm 28 inside. T now understand whatis _ 29 by the saying “giving is getting”.

Although it only 30 a little action and a few words. I gained and learned more in those two minutes than
1 31 in the rest of the month. Everyone in the world needs help, everyone can 32  help and everyone will
be helped by others 33  kindness.

The image of that man’s happiness caused by my small gift appears in my mind every 34 1 have the

chance to do something nice.

This is the 35 of charity(ZE&EfTA).

14, A, poorly B. coldly C. warmly D, expensively

17. A. wait B. expect C. spare D. remind

18. A. worried B. interested C. bored D. tired

15. A, while B. but C.as D. when '
20. A. headed B. passed C. crossed D. tock iy
21. A. cheap B. heavy C. tasteless D. full

22, A, money B. toys C. drink D. clothes

23, A, in anger B.in surprise C. in interest D. in a hurry

24. A, passed B. spread C.Alew D. walked

25. A, forced B. helped C. persuaded D. caused

26. A, with B.to C.at D. for

27. A, still B. once C. even D. ever

28. A, sense B. mind C. thinking D. feeling

29. A, aimed B. meant C. considered D. thought

30. A. spent B. took C. called D. asked

31. A, am B. was C. did D. do

32. A, give B. send C. leave D. have

33. A, showing B. expressing C. lending D, setting

34. A. moment B. day C. minute D. time

35. A, power B. meaning C. use D. aim
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A
To son, Ceeil,

Just a quick note preface (#3H ) before I start in earnest. When | wrote this you were 8, still a little boy.
In 2002, 1 was called to active duty in the Marine Corps in the War on Terrorism. On the 11th of Septembper 2001
when America was attacked, I knew that T would eventually bave to go and I was filled with a deep sense of sad-
ness. That night as you and Keiko were asleep, 1looked at your little faces and couldn’t help but fight the tears.
I knew it would be hard for you because T had a similar experience. When I was a little boy aged 6, my Dad, your
Grandpa Cawley, was sent to Vietnam during the War there, I remember how much I missed him, too. But now
unfortunately I have come to realize just how rough it must have been for Grandpa to he away from his children
for a year.

Thinking about this, I wanted to put my thoughts and feelings down for you and your sister. I am S0 _sOrry
that T had to leave for such a long time. There is no place | would rather be than with you and Keiko. You two
are the lights of my life. 1 have known no greater joy than in the few years since you two were born. 1 hope to
have many more years with you. If this doesn’t happen, then know that [ love you more than words can express.
If for some reason I don’t make it home, I will need you to take care of your little sister and your Mom. You will
be the Man of the Cawley family. Be good my son and God will wateh over you as he has me. | will be waiting
impatiently for the time when we can all be together again,

All my love, Dad

36. The writer of the letter may be

A. an American soldier in the battlefield

B. an American policeman

C. a soldier in the Vietnam War

D. a postman working far away from home
37. Keiko is the of the writer.

A, wife B. son (. daughter D, sister
38. One of the experiences the writer and his son had in common i1s that

A. they both experienced the Vietnam War

B. their fathers had to leave their children and fight abroad

C. they used to study in the same school

D. they were both eight when the fathers had to leave them
39, We can infer from the letter that

A, the writer was a devoted son

B. the writer was a hrave soldier

C. the writer realized he might die in the battlefield

D, Keiko is older than Cecil

B

We huried Donald Brown last May. Four men who wanted to rcb the supermarket manager he was protec-
ting murdered him. Patrolman(i# &) Brown was 61 years old, In just six months he and his wife had planned
to retire to Florida, Now there will be no retirement in the sun, and she is alone.

Donald Brown was the second police officer to die since I became Police Commissioner of Boston in 1972,
The first was Detective John Schroeder, shot in a pawnshop(*§4#) robbery in November 1976, John Schroeder

was the hrother of Walter Schroeder, who was killed in a hank robbery in 1970. Their names are togeiher on the
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honor roll in Police Headquarters,

At least two of these police officers were shot by a bandgun, the kind alm\ost anyone can buy nearly every-
where for a few dollars. Ownership of handguns has become so widespread that this weapon is no longer merely
the instrument of crime; it is now a cause of violent crime. Of the 11 Boston police officers killed since 1962,
seven were killed with handguns; of the 18 wounded by guns since 1962, 17 were shot with handguns. ,

Gun advocates(B{#7 ¥ ) are fond of saying that guns don’t kill, peuple do. But guns do kill. Half of the peo-
ple who commit suicide( § ) do so with handguns. Fifty-four percent of the murders committed in 1972 were
committed with handguns,

No one can convince ({#f {§ il ) me, after returning from patrolman Brown’s funeral, that we should allow
people 10 own handguns, [ know that many Americans feel deeply and honestly that they have a right to own and
enjoy guns, I am asking that they give them up, I am not asking for registration or licensing, or the outlawing of
cheap guns, I am saying that no private citizen, whatever his claim, should possess a handgun. Only police ch-
ficers should.

40. The suggestion the author presents in the passage is that
A. handguns are the main cause of violent crime
B. handguns are a dangerous and useless weapon
C. American people’s right to own guns should be respected
D. only police officers can own and use guns
41.In Paragraph 1, the tone of the authoris
A, calm B. shameful C. excited D. regretful
42. According to the author, which is true ahout handguns?
A. They actually don’t kill.
B, With handguns forbidden, many violent crimes could be avoided.
C. Anyone can easily buy a handgun at a very high price.
D. Handguns can’t be the cause of any crime,
43. The passage is mainly aimed to
A, persuade the government
B. describe police officers’ death
C, tell ahout the robbers’ means to kill policemen
D. explain means of people’s passession of guns
C

A terrifying example of the sea’s power saw ahout 200,000 people die in 12 different countries at the end of
2004, The devastation(3 $f) was caused when a massive earthquake sent tsunamis{# ) smashing into Indian
(Ocean coastlines,

Communities in Sti Lanka, Indenesia, Thailand, India, Malaysia and East Africa have been destroyed by the
monster waves, Whale towns were simply swept aside by the power of the water. Cars, trains and buildings
could not survive(ZE %), let alone the people who stood in the way.

The earthquake measured 9. 0 on the Richter scale( B [C 4% ) and occurred off the coast of Indonesia, It was
recorded as the fifth strongest since 1900, Scientists said the quake was as powerful as a million of the atomie
bombs that were dropped on Japan during World War 1. “This may be the worst natural disaster in recent his-
tory hecause it is aflecting so many heavily populated coastal areas,” said }an Egeland, a UN official.

Because such waves rarely happen in the Indian Ocean, there is no system in place to warn coastal communi-

ties they are about to be hit,



