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Foreword

I first met Professor Yin Shaoting when he visited National Museum
of Ethnology, Osaka as a visiting scholar in early 1980s when I was
working as a research fellow to the Museum. Since then, we had several
opportunities to meet and discuss about environmental issues in ecologi-
cal anthropological discourse. Also, we had several chances to visit to-
gether to Xishuangbanna for the fieldwork. Yet, these were short and
temporary. Finally, we were able to commence a new project jointly,
based on the academic agreement between Yunnan University and Re-
search Institute for Humanity and Nature ( RIHN) for a three — years ~
long research, entitled as “a trans - disciplinary study of regional eco ~
history in tropical monsoon Asia; 1945—2005” funded by RIHN.

1 am very much pleased with this as we will be able to cooperate
furthermore in details and for a longer period than before. In this regard,
I am deeply appreciating understanding and cooperation of Professor Yin
to the project. It may surely enhance mutual academic competence be-
tween the two countries. By this moment, we had academic workshops
in Kunming twice in 2003 and 2004. Over thirty Chinese scholars have
participated to the workshops and they have contributed a great deal,
based on their intensive fieldworks in various parts of Yunnan province
during the last few years. I am also expressing my sincere gratitude to

them and their efforts.
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Eco - history project is now achieving unique and successful aca-
demic outcomes. Particularly, studies on ecological history in Yunnan
bear academic significances as these works are of prime importance in
ecological inquiries in Yunnan province under rapidly changing environ-
mental and socio - economic conditions. This book is a compilation of o-
riginal articles, prepared by some of our Chinese colleagues who are af-
filiated to the eco — history project, and their contributions deserve to
high praises.

Yet, this is not the final process, but a path to the advanced goal
has just been cleared by young pioneer scholars. We sincerely wish that
scholars in both China and Japan may learn a lot from this book and pro-
ceed to their own ways to the eco — historical works in China and else-

where.

May 23rd, 2005
Tomoya AKIMICHI ( Bk %)
Professor, (##¢)

Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
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