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Abstract

Geography is the most stable, durable and inheritable force for the landscape
of a city, providing conditions for its founding and development. Cityscape
planning was previously limited to the architectural space — from individual
puildings and streets to the whole city. In the present book the author tries to
make a study of the historical changes of the cityscape from geographical
perspective.

Located on the banks of the Yangtze and as the capital of ten feudal
dynasties in its history of 2,500 years, Nanjing played an important role in China’s
historical and cultural development. Here were born auite a number of well —
known artists, poets, musicians and scholars, but few military strategists. It
witnessed the rise and fall of one dynasty after another, but never victory. Such
tragic stories are recorded in lines of many a poem.

Nanjing’s geographical environment is characterized by three ranges of low
mountains and hills. The first runs along the Yangtze with fortresses and beacon
— fire towers built on top, of which the best — known is the Stone City; the second
extends into the city proper, on which were built the city walls, villas, temples
and gardens; and the third stands in its southern part with temples and tourist
attractions. The Yangtze served as a natural defence line in ancient times. Plains
are formed along the two rivers. the Qinhuai and the Jinchuan, one in the northern
part of the city and the other in the southern part. The three lakes of Xuanwu,
Muochou and Yangue were surrounded with gardens and served as military training
grounds. Landscape planning of Nanjing since its founding has been in line with the
system of its mountain and hills, lakes and rivers. The great philosopher Lao Zi
Said over 2000 years ago, “Man is modeled after earth, Earth is modeled after
heaven, Heaven is modeled after truth, and truth exists in nature. ”

However, modern residents have been departing farther and farther from the
packground of the harmonious union of city and nature for contemporary
construction in Nanjing. The mountain ranges with the historically gathered
“Imperial spirit of Jinling” has been fatally ruined and dissected.

The present study focuses on 1) an analysis of the characteristics of systems
of the mountains and rivers in the various historical periods, and an investigation
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of sites of historical interest along the systems, 2) an analysis of the present
circumstances of these systems as natural landscape areas, 3) cityscape
planning as a whole based on analysis of the systems of mountains and rivers,
4) identification of key geographical sites to preserve the characteristics of its
cityscape, 5) extension of the traditional preservation planning and cityscape
planning to that of geographical cityscape system.
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