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PREFACE

With a long history of vegetable cultivation, China is
an origin center or subcenter of more than 50 species of
vegetables. After about 40 years of accumulation, we now
have over 10,000 seed materials that can be used as seed
resources. Under the complex ecological environments in
China, lots of different varieties have been bred by natu-
ral selection or artificial selection. It was reported that there
are more than 2000 cultivated vegetable varieties in China,
respectively belonging to 35 families, 91 genera and 209
species.

Since the foundation of P. R. China, especially after
the implementation of Reform and Open policy, research-
ers in vegetable field in China have gained prominent
achievements both in seed resource development and the
application of cross breeding and biological breeding
techniques, part of which now becoming leading tech-
niques in the world. After China joined in WTO, more
and more nations began to focus on the huge market of
China along the process of economy globalization. Re-
searchers and other elites in seed field hope to know more
about the trend of international vegetable development.
Therefore, National Seed Trade Association of China com-
piled Pepper Special, the first volume of Vegetable
Cyclopedia.

436 varieties have been collected into this volume, in-
cluding all varieties exhibited in Hainan exhibition in 1998, _
Beijing and Changchun exhibition in 1999. Tho el ari
70 seed breedipg i ' :

ies came frg

China from forei countries. Each variety was illustrated
with a color pictures and described in Chinese and En-
glish to present most details about varieties’ characteristics,
biological features, cultivating techniques and suitable cul-

tivating conditions to readers.



In the process of collecting, editing and compiling the
materials, we invited senior breeding specialists and re-
searchers to be our consultants, examined the original pic-
tures and descriptions strictly and compiled them carefully.
We have done our best to systematically reflect the actu-
ality of pepper varieties in China and to make the volume
to be an assistant reference to our national agriculture struc-
ture adjustment. We sincerely thank all those who have
given concerns and supports generously to our works.
Due to the limited experiences and knowledge, there might
be mistakes in this book. We welcome all advice or cor-
rection from readers sincerely.

Pepper Special Editorial Board
20/08, 2002
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