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York. The company had good news for Mr. Brody, Congratula-
tions! " the letter said. “You are the winner of a mini electronic pi-
ano!'Please send us $ 10 for shipping, and we will mail the piano
to you.”

A description of the piano was in the lerter. Mr. Brody read
the description very carefully and decided to mail the company § 10
for the piano.,

Two months later Mr. Brody received a box in the mail. It was
his piano! He opened the box and found pieces of newspaper. He
reached through the newspapers, --and reached ---and reached. Fi-
nally, he felt something small and hard. He puiled out his piano.
The piano was made of plastic and it was only five inches by two
inches®. It had 13 tiny buttons. When Mr. Brody pushed the but-
tons, the piano made a beeping sound®. The piano costs $1.99 in
most stores,

The company that sent Mr. Brody the piano was disbonest.
Dishonest companies often do business by mail. They are very
clever. They send letters and tell people that they have won some-
thing. They also trick people with their advertising®.

One company sold “solar-powered clothes dryers™through the
mail. The “clothes dryers” were cheap, 0 a lot of people ordered
them. When the people received their “clothes dryers”, they were
disappointed and angry. The “solar-powered clothesfdryer” was a
string and a clothes pin®.

Another company sold necklaces of “faux pearls . The neck-
laces were cbeap, so a lot of people ordered them. Those people,
too, were disappointed and angry when they received their neck-
laces. The “pearls” were made of white plastic. The people didn’t
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know that in French faux means “not real”. People ordered “faux
pearls”, and they"got “faux pearls"—pearls that are not real.

Every year people in the U. S. send over 500 million dollars to
dishonest companies. Richard Brody laughed. He laughed because
he spent only $ 10 for his “mini electronic piano”. Some people
send much more than $ 10 to dishonest companies. Those people
can not laugh.

The United States Postal Service® tries 1o stop the dishonest
companies who do business by mail. Three hundred employees at the
Postal Service have only one job — stopping the dishcnest compa-
nies.

The Postal Service employees give this advice: “If a company’s
prices are very, very low, watch out’”. Don’t order a diamond for
$5.99. And if you win a ‘mini electronic piano”,don’t send the
company $ 1017

New Words:

1.shipping [ Tipip] n. %%
2.description [diskripfon] n. #3#

Notes:

. mini electronic plano: R T3

--+it was five inches by two inches: FLE T K BT R
. beeping sound: S{RFIARFMHE

. TR EERA

. solar-powered clothes dryer: X FHfET &

. --a string and a clothes pin: — R FM—P Kk

. faux pearls: A2 %

faux {fou] (¥ B &, AfEH
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8. The United States Postal Service: XFMRKETH D
9. watch out: /0, FEE

Exerclises:
Cloze test: Fill in the blanks with words from the passage you have

just read.

Attracted by the 1
Brody _ 2 310 to a company only to find that what he got was s
very small plastic piano which __ 3 $1.99 in most stores. This
kind of __4_ companies cheated people by their _ 5 . They might
calla _ 6 anda__7_ a solar-powered clothes dryer. Besides,
they made use of foreign words to _ 8  people. Neckiaces of “faux
pearls”turned out to be made of white 9 . Therefore, people
should 10 advertisments which had very, very low prices for

goods.

of a mini electronic piano, Richard






I'm a woman. 1'm a black woman. ldm a poorwom ['ma
fat woman. I'm a middle-aged woman. And I'm on welfare.

In this country, if you’ re any of those things — poor, black,
fat, female, middle-aged, on welfare — you count less as a human
being!. If you are all those things, you don’t count at all. Except as
a statistic? .

I am a statistic.

[ am 45 years old. 1 have raised six children.

I grew up in Arkansas, and 1 worked there for 15 years in a
faundry, making $20 to $§ 30 a week, picking cotton on the side
for carfare®. I moved to California in 1959 and worked in a laundry
there for nearly four years. In 1963, I got too sick to work, My
hushand and I had split up?. Friends helped me to go on welfare.

They call it AFDC—Aid to Families with Dependent Children.
Each month I get $ 363 for my kids and me. 1 pay $ 128 a month
tent; $30 for utilities; § 120 for food and nonedible household es-
sentials; % 50 for school lunches for the three children, who are not
eligible for reduced-cost meal programs®.

This leaves about § 5 per person per month for everything
else—clothing, shoes, recreation, incidental personal expenses, and
transportation. This check allows $ 1 a month for transportation for
me but none for my children. That is how we live.

There are millions of “statistics” like me. Some on welfare.
Some not. And some, really poar, who don’t even know they’re
entitled to welfare. Not all of them are black. Not at all. In fact,

the majority — about two thirds — of all the poor families in the
country are white,

Welfare’ s like a traffic accident. It can happen to anybody.
But it especially happens to women. That’s why welfare is a wom-
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