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A Brief Introduction

Jin Shengtan who lives between the Ming and Qing
Dynasty not only leaves us literary criticism which is full
of creative idea and great influence, but also brings us
endless thinking with his creative academic thought and
unique personality. There are already several books on
Jin Shengtan. The distinctive feature of this book is to
discuss the position of Jin Shengtan’s thought in the his-
tory of idea between the Ming and Qing Dynasty. First,
it tries to analyze Jin Shengtan’s academic thought in all
its aspects, especially his Buddhist and Yi thought to
which people used to pay less attention. Because Jin’s
thought gives priority to criticizing the hypocricy while
making correcting the unbridled supplementary, this
book not only analyses Jin’s inheritance and criticism
about Li Zhi's Tongzinshuo,but also probes the relation-
ship between Jin’s thought and Qian Qianyi’s thought of
Tongjingzhiyong. Second, on Jin's literary thought,
this book reveals some undiscovered aspects on the rela-
tionship between the academic thoughts, such as the
thought of origin and cause, the thought of taking the
heart as source, and the literary thought. This book also
puts forward new idea on Jin Shengtan’s novel thought
about character’s personality, narrative angle and struc-
ture, and his poetry theory, such as dissection of poetry,
the illusiveness of Du Shi, the not-describing-landscape
poetry. Besides, this book discusses some questions
about Jin’s life, such as the source of Jin’s name of
Shengtan, Jin's mind state about playing imperial exami-
nation and waiting for chance. The main research method
of this book includes inter subject research, tracing back
to the source and positive method.
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