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UNIT 1. THE IMPORTANCE
OF PUNCTUALITY

I.STUDY THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE FOR ORAL PRAC-
TICE

Punctuality is a necessary habit in all public affairs of a civilized
society. Without it, nothing could ever be brought to a conclusion;
everything would be in a state of chaos. Only in a sparsely-populated
rural community is it possible to disregard it. In ordinary living
there can be some tolerance of unpunctuality. The intellectual, who
is working on some abstruse problem, has everything coordinated and
organized for the matter in hand. He is therefore forgiven, if late for
a dinner party. But people are often reproached for unpunctuality
when their only fault is cutting things fine. It is hard for energetic,
quick-minded people to waste time, so they are often tempted to fin-
ish a job before setting out to keep an appointment. If no accidents
occur on the way, like punctured tyres, diversions of traffic, sudden
descent of fog, they will be on time. They are often more industri-
ous, useful citizens than those who are never late. The over-punctual
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can be as much a trial to others as the unpunctual. The guest who ar-
rives half an hour too soon is the greatest nuisance. Some friends of
my family had this irritating habit. The only thing to do was ask
them to come half an hour later than the other guests. Then they ar-
rived just when we wanted them.

If you are catching a train, it is always better to becomfortably
early than even a fraction of a minute tco late. Although being early
may mean wasting a little time, this will be less than if you miss the
train and have to wait an hour or more for the next one;and you
avoid the frustration of arriving at the very moment when the train
is drawing out of the station and being unable to get on it. An even
harder situation is to be on the platform in good time for a train and
still to see it go off without you. Such an experience befell a certain
young girl the first time she was travelling alone.

She entered the station twenty minutes before the train was
due, since her parents had impressed upon her that it would be un-
forgivable to miss it and cause the friends with whom she was going
to stay to make two journeys to meet her. She gave her luggageto a
porter and showed him her ticket. To her horror he said that she was
two hours too soon. She felt in her handbag for the piece of paper on
which her father had written down all the details of the journey and
gave it to the porter. He agreed that a train did come into the station
at the time on the paper and that it did stop, but only to take on wa-
ter, not passengers. The girl asked to see a timetable, feeling sure
that her father could not have made such a mistake. The porter went
to fetch one and arrived back with the stationmaster, who produced
it with a flourish and pointed out a microscopic ‘o’ beside the time
of the arrival of the train at his station;this little ‘o’ indicated that
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the train only stopped for water. Just as that moment the train came
into the station. The girl, tears streaming down her face, begged to
be allowed to slip into the guard’s van. But the stationmaster was
adamant: rules could not be broken. And she had to watch that train

disappear towards her destination while she was left behind.

I .SAY THE FOLLOWING FLUENTLY
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H . TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Why is punctuality a necessary habit for everyone of us in the
civilized society? Can you describe its importance?

2. Are you a punctual man yourself? Do you like to make
friends with those who are very punctual? Why or why not?

3. Is it true that the over-punctual can be as much a trial to peo-
ple as the unpunctual? If it is true, give your explanations.

4. Do you agree that when you want to catch a train you should
be well advised to allow yourself plenty of extra time? Can you ex-
plain why?

5. Why is it better to choose to wait on the platform before the
train arrives than to be forced to wait after it has gone?

6. What do you think are the dangers of leaving the bare mini-
mum of time for appointments? Have you had such experiences?

7. Suppose you would hold a dinner party at home, and the time
you had fixed was 6 o’ clock. When would you like to expect your
guests to arrive then?

8. Is it true that people in the countryside are less punctual than
people in cities? Do you know why? What kind of people are the

most punctual in our daily life?

IV .COMMON SPOKEN ENGLISH EXPRESSIONS
1. Ways of starting a conversation

(DVery nice weather, isn’t it?

(@ Dreadful weather, don’t you think?

@ Excuse me, but could you tell me the time?

@Excuse me, didn’ t we see each other last week/the other



day?

®Excuse me, do you mind if I sit here?

®Excuse me, haven’t we met somewhere before?

(DExcuse me, is anyone sitting here?

®Horrible weather we’re having.

®1 hope you don’ t mind my asking, but haven’t we met some-
where before?

(DI say, aren’ t you Miss Black?

@Sorry, I couldn’t help overhearing, did you mention some-
thing about about the accident?

@ Sorry to interrupt you, is that a real diamond?

@3Sorry to trouble you, but do you happen to know when the
museum opens?

@Uh, could you help me? I'm looking for a parking lot.

@ Sorry, but can I have a look at the newspaper?

(®Do excuse me, but are you flying to London?

@Forgive me for asking, but do you mind if I open the win-
dow?

@1 beg your pardon, but could you tell me where the New
Street is?

@®Hi! Wonderful performance, ¢h?

@Hi! You’re Mr Robert’s secretary, then?

V .PRACTICE IN ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION

1LIE]IRAEDNTE. BN, FRERETH NEES
sk, FER/ILE2L 6%, WERF.

(D Peter begins to feel sleepy.

@In the evening, Eve reads to her niece Jean.



®Do you see the green leaves of each tree in the field?

@A friend in need is a friend indeed.

®I need a big cheap meal.

®Which of these women is teaching this week?

(DIs this the seat where she sits?

®These don’t fit his feet.

@Does he sing every evening at 6:157

(DPlease keep it a secret.

@We eat peas and green beans.

@@ See the breeze teasing the tree, Weaving the leaves or shaking
them free, Tossing the fleece of sheep, that keep On peaceful-
ly feeding, half asleep.

3Some teachers’ teaching pleases some people, but other peo-
ple feel the same teaching isn’ t pleasing. It isn’ ¢ easy to
please each person, but teasing the teacher won’t please the
teacher. And each teacher needs to be free to teach as he

pleases.

VI .HOW TO SPEAK
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