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1. Reading as Conversation

Reading is thought to be a kind of conversation
between the reader and the text. The reader puts
questions, as it were, to the text and gets answers. In
the light of these he puts further questions, and so on.

For most of the time this “conversation” goes on
below the level of consciousness. At times, however,
we become aware of it. This is usually when we are
running into difficulties, when mismatch is occurring
between expectations and meaning. When successful
matching is being expericnced, our questioning of the
text continues at the unconscious level.

Different people converse with the text differently.
Some stay very close to the words on the page; others take
off imaginatively from the words, interpreting, criticising,
analyzing and examining. The former represents a kind of
comprehension which is written in the text. The latter
represents higher levels of comprehension. The balance
between these is important, especially for advanced
readers.

There is another conversation which from our point of

view is equally important, and that is to do not with what
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is read but with how it is read. We call this a “process”
conversation as opposed to a “content” conversation. It is
concerned not with meaning but with the strategies we
employ in reading. If we are an advanced reader our ability
to hold a content conversation with a text is usually pretty
well developed. Not so our ability to hold a proceés
conversation. It is precisely this kind of conversation that is
of importance when we are seeking to develop our reading
to meet the new demands being placed upon us by studying

at a higher level.

1. How does the writer think that reading is a kind of
conversation?
2. Do all people converse with the text in the same way?

3. What is precisely the kind of conversation of importance

for reading?

’

nd expressions:

in the light of R #E
consciousness [ 'konfasnis] n. %1%
mismatch [ imis'maet|] v. EH2
strategy [ 'streetrdzi] n. S

seek [sikk] v. #HFK

AR SR

at times=sometimes & i, A B}
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1. At times, we -become aware of it.

B SERBIE.
2. We sometimes have letters from her. (We have letters

from her at times.)

BAVA ot W B e 1S .
3. We sometimes go to the cinema. (At times, we go to the

cinema. )

AR LEEE.

4. At times, I feel toothache. (I sometimes feel toothache.)

RE BB

AR

1. ] & 4F tb 2

MERAEREE S XAZEH—MatiE. TUR
REENXARFIBATRBERE. B -FRN
£%.

Y XA AFREAZERNERREN.
TR, AHRNEGERE, REER 4L E RN K& 2
A&, Fo AN S S XHETE, SRSH
HBEUERE RNAXKXORABERLTRERY
EX.

TRHHAEXAXKGLTE. AHARRTE LA
R 5 — e AN A B, XX T e bl R, o
WER, HEEA-HAXAPEHANER, FH N
METFTHEANER, AHLEANTPTHEXEE, LM
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2. How Can You Tell the
Age of a Tree? |

A pine tree in California was regarded as the
oldest tree in the world. People thought it was nearly
5,000 years old, but they could not be sure. Then
someone cut the tree down with a chain saw. Killing
the oldest tree in the world was a silly thing to do. But
when the tree was cut down, everyone knew its age. It
was 4,900 years old.

HoW can you tell the age of a tree? If you ever see
a tree ‘that has just been cut down, take a look at the
cut part. You will see rings. There are little rings in
the middle. Around each ring near the bark is the
biggest one of all.

Count these rings. A sixty-year-old tree has sixty
rings. How many rings does a 4,900-year-old tree

have?

Answer the following que

1. What can you see at the cut part of a tree?
2. How many rings can you see for a sixty-year-old tree?

3. How can you tell the age of a tree?




