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FLASH: INTERIOR MINISTRY SAYS THREE BRITISH NATIONALS ABDUCTED IN BAGHDAD
FLASH: US SOLDIER SENTENCED TO EIGHT MONTHS’ JAIL FOR ABUSE AT IRAQI ABU GHRAIB PRISON
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BC-Pakistan-Hostage
ISLAMBABAD, Oct. 14 (Xinhua) — Chinese engineer Wang Peng was killed and Wang Ende injured
Thursday when Pakistani troops launched a rescue operation.
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Urgent: US Navy fighter crashes on carrier George Washington
NEW YORK, Sept. 11 (Xinhua) — An F/A18 fighter jet crashed Thursday while landing on the

aircraft carrier SS George Washington off the coast of Virginia with some 12 Navy crewmen being
injured, Reuters reported.

Navy officials said there was no immediate report of fatalities and three of the injured were quickly
sent to a medical facility on shore.
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Urgent: US plans to demolish Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison
WASHINGTON, May 24 (Reuters) — The United States will demolish Iraq’s notorious Abu Ghraib
prison near Baghdad if the Iraqi interim government that is to take over sovereignty on June 30 agrees,
the White House said on Monday.

Urgent: Bush vows not to be intimidated by terrorists
WASHINGTON, Oct. 29 (Xinhuanet) — US President George W. Bush said Friday that the United
States will not be intimidated and influenced by terrorists. He was speaking to a video tape of Osama Bin
Laden aired on Friday.
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Man with gun, knife holds Tennessee college classroom hostage

Eds: UPDATES with four released, al-Qaeda claim, gunman saying he’ll kill himself, other police
chief comments; ADDS byline.

by Woody Baird
Associated Press Writer
DYERSBURG, Tennessee, Sept. 18 (AP) — A man with a gun and a knife claiming to be a member

of al-Qaeda took a classroom of college students hostage Wednesday afternoon, then released four
people several hours into the standoff, authorities said.

Because the gunman claims to be a member of an international terrorist organization, the FBI
has been called in, but Police Chief Bobby Williamson said authorities have no reason to believe the
claim.

No injuries or gunshots were reported in the standoff at Dyersburg State Community College,
about 75 miles (120 kilometers) northeast of Memphis. The gunman, believed to have a 9mm pistol, had
not made any demands but said he will kill himself, Williamson said.

Williamson said there were about 12 to 16 people in the classroom when the standoff began.

Officers were communicating to the gunman through student hostages on their cell phones, “but
he won’t talk directly to us,” Williamson said.

Police refused to identify the gunman but said he is not a student or college employee. They are
talking to his sister on the scene, but the gunman won’t talk to her, Williamson said.

“I think eventually he’ll surrender,” Williamson said.

A SWAT team and about five hostage negotiators were among the officers called to the scene.
Athletic director Alan Barnett said that authorities cleared the campus of other students.
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Xinhua world news summary at 0030 GMT, Dec. 10
JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon on Thursday evening won the backing of his Likud
party to invite the main opposition Labor into a new coalition government, an Israeli TV channel said.

A total of 1,410 members of Likud’s Central Committee okayed Sharon’s proposal on allowing him
to form a new government to implement his disengagement plan, while 856 members voted against.
(Israel-Sharon-Labor)

GAZA — An Israeli unmanned drone Thursday night fired at least one missile at the yard of house
of Mahmoud al Madhoon, commander of al Agsa Brigades, the armed wing of the Fatah movement, east
of Beit Lahya village in northern Gaza Strip.

Palestinian witnesses said that al Madhoon, 29, escaped the missile attack, but the house was
completely destroyed. (Palestine-Fatah commander)

KIEV — Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma Thursday signed a decree relieving Chief Prosecutor
Gennady Vasilyev from his post at his own request, a spokesman of the presidential administration was
quoted by ltar-Tass as reporting.

Vasilyev submitted his resignation on Wednesday, explaining that he couldn’t allow his name
and post to be used as “an element of bargaining in the current political game”. (Ukraine-Chief
Prosecutor-Resignation)

ACCRA — Ghana’s incumbent President John Agyekum Kufuor of the ruling New Patriotic Party
won the presidential election held Tuesday, securing him another term of four years, Chairman of the
Ghanaian Electoral Commission Kwadwo Afari-Gyah said here on Thursday night.

“Now | declare Kufuor as the winner of the election held on Dec. 7,” Afari-Gyah said at a press
conference. (Ghana-Kufuor-President)
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st & » European Champions League collated summaries
LONDON, Oct. 19 (Xinhuanet) — Following are the collated summaries of Tuesday’s European
Champions League soccer matches:

Group A

In Monaco:

Monaco 2 Olympiakos Piraeus 1

Scorers

Monaco: Javier Saviola 2, Ernesto Chevanton 10
Olympiakos Piraeus: Yiannis Okkas 60

In Liverpool:

Liverpool 0 Deportivo Coruna O

Att: 40,236

Group B

In Madrid:

Real Madrid 1 Dynamo Kiev O
Scorer: Michael Owen 35

HT: 1-0; Att: 60,000

In Leverkusen:

Bayer Leverkusen 3 AS Roma 1
Scorers:

Bayer Leverkusen — Roque Junior 48, Jacek Krzynowek 59, Franca 90 + 4
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AS Roma ~— Dimitar Berbatov 260g
Red cards: Christian Panucci (AS Roma) 61, Daniele De Rossi (AS Roma) 87
HT: O-1; Att: 22,500

Group C

In Turin:

Juventus 1 Bayern Munich 0

Scorer: Pavel Nedved 76

HT: 0-0; Att: 18,089

In Amsterdam:

Ajax Amsterdam 3 Maccabi Tel Aviv O

Scorers: Wesley Sonck 4, Nigel de Jong 21, Rafael van der Vaart 33
HT: 3-0; Att: 48,161

Group D

In Prague:

Sparta Prague 0 Manchester United O

Att: 20,564

In Istanbul: Fenerbahce 1 Olympique Lyon 3

Scorers:

Fenerbahce — Marcio Nobre 68

Olympique Lyon — Juninho Pernambucano 55, Cris 66, Pierre-Alain Frau 87

HT: 0-0; Att: 42,000

b: N
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ROUNDUP
HONG KONG

HK shares close higher
Prices on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange closed higher yesterday following gains on Wall Street.

The main Hang Seng Index rose 62.45 points, or 0.5 per cent, to 12,526.74.

The Hong Kong market usually takes its cue from Wall Street because the Hong Kong and US
economies are closely linked.

Tumover rose to HK$21.93 billion (US$2.81 billion), up from Monday’s HK$14.46 billion (US$1.85 billion).

In the real estate sector, Sun Hung Kai Properties rose HK$1.00 to HK$63.75 (US$7.7), and
Cheung Kong Holdings rose 50 cents to HK$61.50 (US$7.44).

Among telecommunications companies, China Mobile rose 50 cents to HK$23.80 (US$2.88), and
China Unicom rose 30 cents to HK$7.40 (US$0.85).




NEW YORK
Wall Street extends year’s gains
The NASDAQ composite index burst past 2,000 on Monday, and the Dow Jones Industrials surged
more than 120 points as investors shook off concerns about the impact of mad cow disease and looked
optimistically towards 2004.

The market also got a lift from early indications that the holiday shopping season had gone well,
including a report from MasterCard that consumer spending was up 6.5 per cent. Portfolio managers
may be looking for more positive news in January, which is typically a good month for the markets, said
Brian Bush, director of equity research at Stephens Inc.

The NASDAQ closed up 33.34, or 1.7 per cent, at 2,006.48 — its highest point in nearly two
years — following a 1.1 per cent advance last week. The tech-dominated NASDAQ climbed above
2,000 for all of a minute on December 3 before falling back, and had not closed above 2,000
since January 15, 2002, when it stood at 2,000.91.

TOKYO

Trade for 2003 ends on upbeat note
Tokyo stocks ended the trading year on an upbeat note, with the benchmark index closing
yesterday at its highest in almost two months as a rally on Wall Street encouraged hopes for US
economic growth.

The Nikkei Stock Average of 225 issues climbed 176.02 points, or 1.68 per cent, to close at
10,676.64 in a half-day session.

The finish was the best for the blue-chip index since it hit 10,837.54 on November 5.
(China Daily, Dec. 31, 2003, page 7)
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o , Beautiful minds win awards for boffin belles
by Jin Baicheng

Preconceptions are always subconscious prejudices best shattered and my jaw almost dropped
when | first encountered Professor Hou Yamei.

¥
H
H




