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Consider. .. YOU. In all time before now and in all time to
come, there has never been and will never be anyone just like
you. You are unique in the entire history and future of the uni-
verse. Wow! Stop and think about that. You're better than one
in a million, or a billion. ..

You are the only one like you in a sea of infinity!!!

You're amazing! You're awesome! And by the way, TAG,
you're it. As amazing and awesome as you already are, you can
be even more so. Beautiful young people are the whimsey of
nature, but beautiful old people are true works of art. But you
don’ t become “beautiful” just by virtue of the aging process.

Real beauty comes from learning, growing, and loving in
the ways of life. That is the Art of Life. You can learn slowly,
and sometimes painfully, by just waiting for life to happen to
you. Or you can choose to accelerate your growth and inten-
tionally devour life and all it offers. You are the artist that paints
your future with the brush of today.

Paint a Masterpiece.

God gives every bird its food, but He doesn’t throw it into
its nest. Wherever you want to go, whatever you want to do, it’s

truly up to you. (REE HA5)
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2 Focus

ADVENITURES OF TH808, MIND (WIT AND WISDOM WIEDEL BOB)—

EDUCATION

Dear Friends,

Your response to a previous column on “education”was very gratifying. It is one of
the most important subjects for us to think about. Because we are all in some stage of
“education, "I ask you to consider this basic question: HOW DO WE DEFINE AN E-
DUCATED PERSON?ZWhat does it mean to be “educated”in today’s complex world?

The traditional answer is that the more schooling a person has, the more educated
that person is. This seems obvious (. % JL#j). A person with eight years of schooling
is better educated than a person with four years of schooling. A college graduate is
more educated than a high school graduate. And a doctorate degree(# 4 % {%) may be
the highest level of “education. ”

We equate education with schooling. But is this necessarily true? It has been said
that education is what remains after we have forgotten everything we learned at
school. Is this utter(4- 4 85, %37 #) nonsense, or is there something more to being e-
ducated than the number of years a person attended school? Just as age is not neces-
sarily a measure of maturity, it is possible that schooling is not necessarily a measure of
education.

Because you and | exchange our ideas through the medium of these columns, | ask
you to consider some of my thoughts on this important but delicate(fit4/#)) subject.

| believe that the true test of a nation is not the size of its production or the
number of its automobiles. The true test, and the only test, must be the kind of persons
it produces. This will depend heavily on the quality of its education.

The true test of a nation must be the kind of persons it produces.

Every educational system has two responsibilities. First, it must help to prepare for
a career. This requires training and a degree of specialization which will enable its
citizens to perform the tasks required by various occupations. A musician must under-
stand music, a carpenter must be skilled in carpentry, a teacher must be able to teach
and to motivate students, a mailman must know how to deliver mail. A good educa-
tional system will train persons and encourage them in the pursuit(i& &) of excellence
in whatever trade they choose to follow. Maybe we can call this the “outer”person.

There is another responsibility of our educational system. In addition to preparing
our citizens to earn a livelihood, another goal must be to cultivate decent, compas-
sionate human beings who can accept change gracefully and who are not filled with
greed or envy, persons who have a sense of justice tempered by mercy, persons who
have great respect for nature as well as for mankind, persons who want to enrich the
world.

This seems very general and, of course, the development of such persons is de-
pendent upon a variety of influences including parental care, friends, financial help,
perhaps genetics(i#4% % ), and many accidental happenings. It also raises the question
of how our educational system can contribute to producing citizens who will lead more
creative, thoughtful, and humane lives. This means paying attention to the “inner” per-
son.

Based on my many years as a college professor, | suggest the following goals for

| our high schools and for our colleges. In order to produce truly educated persons, |

believe we need to help students achieve the following understandings: An under-
standing of ourselves and how we relate to other people. To be truly educated we must
understand ourselves and our behavior. In the many roles that we fill in our journey
thorough life, we are constantly interacting with other persons. How do we do this?
What is our personality like? What is our responsibility for othersz Does our education
enable us to understand and accept the differences among people? It has been said that



the principal instrument we have to work with is not a shovel or a tractor, but one’s
self. A good educational system will help us to discover ourselves.

An understanding of our bodies and how we adapt to(i&4-F ) our physical(
A #9,42245) environment. Our bodies are with us all our lives and are important to
every thing we do. How do our bodies function? What is the role of nutrition, of ex-
ercise? What diseases threaten us? What is the aging process?

An understanding of how we function as parts of a broad social environ-
ment. Each one of us is a thread in a large tapestry( £ 4%) which we call communi-
ty. How are power and privilege( 45 X ) distributed? What is meant by social
progress? How do we measure the effectiveness of our social institutions?

An understanding of where we came from. The present is molded from the
past. We need to know how much the past tells us about the present and how much
we can learn from our history in order to better prepare for the future.

An understanding of how we use words to express our thoughts. We need to know
our language and how language and culture relate to each other.

An understanding of the use of information. We are constantly deluged (#i% ) by
information that we must respond to. It has been called, “Data, data everywhere, but
no one knows a thing. " Statistics are thrown to us. Computers generate huge amounts
of information. Radio and television provide constant stimulation(#]# ), often more
than we can absorb. How do we process all this information? How does it affect our
responses?

An understanding of economics. We are all victims of economic change. How
does the economy work? What is the relatlon between producers and consumers?
What does “inflation”mean? How can “prosperity”be measured?

An understanding of science and philosophy. Scientific changes are taking place
at an accelerating(#wif , {2t ) rate. How do saence and phnlosophy and religion re-
late to each other? When does “change”become “progress”? What is the impact(+
#) of recent scientific discoveries?

An understanding of the arts and humanities. Our lives can be enriched (1% % )
by an appreciation of music and art and literature.

An educated person is the person who is prepared to lead a full life. The ob-
jective of our learning should be to learn how to live in addition to learning how to
earn a living. We do not want to suffer from too much success and too little happi-
ness! ’

These nine suggestions and questions are intended to stimulate our thinking
about the objectives of “education. "Now it is your turn to respond.

Each of us is a thread in the tapestry of community.

This is an appropriate time to share one of “Our Jokes” with you.

A new school principal was checking over his school on the first day. Passing
the stockroom(4 &), he saw the door wide open and teachers bustling( & B3 ik
# ) in and out, carrying off books and supplies in preparation for the arrival of
students the next day. Cautiously, he asked the school’s long time custodian( & 22
A, “Do you think it is wise to keep the stockroom unlocked and to let the teachers
take things without permission?”

The custodian looked at him and said, “We trust them with the children, don't
we?”

I enjoy sharing some proverbs with you. If you have a favorite proverb, please
send it to me. When we speak “proverbial wisdoms,” we speak a common lan-
guage. Here are two for you to consider:

1.1f you are unable to raise the bridge, lower the river.

2. Yesterday is never going to get better.

Our “Thought for This Month, ” which | am eager to pass along to you, tells us
that everyone is a house with four
rooms, a physical, a mental, an e-
motional, and a spiritual. Most of us
tend to live in one room most of the
time. Unless we go into every room
every day, even if only to keep it

ik AT A A A
2 &L, A E Bl 4

/[3&gliﬁwia,%iﬁmmﬂ

MahyaZhang@ aol. com, %@

aired, we are not complete per- RERBHEGRELEL,
sons. Let’s try to open as many of our * ok * %] AR ER, RATIK
rooms as possible. ¢
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Part III Thunderstorm on a Fine Day

— Letter from the Western Reader A to the Editor and the
Writer’s Reply

Dear Editor,

I regularly read your paper, enjoy it, and use it in my teach-
ing. However, Liang Chen’s story was truly a shock. I hope you will con-
sider my thoughts and think next time whether something like this really has
a place in your paper.

Liang Chen writes about difficulties in intercultural marriages between
westerners and Chinese women so condescendingly propagation stereotypes
of Chinese and westerners that Mr. Liang has done much more damage than
his seemingly good intentions.

He seeks to point out that there are difficulties involved in a “cross
border” relationship. Did they check passports at the wedding? [ quote:
“These women, escorted by their white knights with big noses and blue
eyes, were happy to leave their homeland. ” There are repeated references to
“white "husbands, as though all Chinese women who marry foreigners marry
white ones. White knights with big noses and blues eyes, indeed. When is
the last time that anyone saw someone that fit this description? Liang’s in-
vective is hardly disguised toward the whites he so disparages and men of
other ethnicities whom he totally ignores. “If their husbands are not rich,
which is other the case. . . ~contrasts with “If the men are rich, the girls may
stay at home. ” This hardly reflects the reality of most working couples
whether intercultural or not. If there is love between two people, skin col-
or, ethnicity, and wealth or lack of it in my opinion are not insurmountable
and certainly shouldn’t be obsessed about. Liang seems primarily concerned
with external factors, namely the colour of people’s skin, how large their
noses are, and how much money they have.

That Liang uses the word “girl” twice as often as the word “women”
shows his sexist views clearly. Their Chinese woman Liang depicts cannot
think and geed escorting: “She reasons in the same manner as before. " She
will have no understanding of pre-nuptial agreements. ”“ The girls may stay
at home and enjoy a comfortable materialistic life. ” This is a far cry from the
talented, hard-working Chinese women I've gotten to know as students and
colleagues in my two years of university teaching in CHINA; Liang seems
to think that intercultural marriages only succeed in love stories. So ladies, if
you're not in the stories of San Mao or the song of Wei Wei, better stay at
home where you will have a more prestigious position. He discusses the
possibility of infidelity in an intercultural marriage creating disharmo-

ny. Would this not apply to marriages between Chinese as well2 The im-

4

per=rot|

Overseas Express
*

froubled Wete®

g£=% BXES
—  BFiEEFALBEOERELGDE

;%ﬁmﬁﬁ: |
C RSWEREFERIT, RdLEAERL
| EeE T E R R RRE R AR R KA
| SRE BRI, I BIRIXAERARTE T K
| FESRIBR R %A — .
o RRIESR BRSO RIS AT AN |
e e AT B SO T B . AR
|18 A R TR T o A 7 A BRI, |
i%@ﬁ&mﬁ%@&k*ﬁ@?ﬁ%ﬂ&%al
EEO 1
Ha ) B th B 6 R MR I, MEES
4 XUy FE LS I I AR A 3545 A B R S| AR
B Ak, B R AT IR EA
B (EEBENADHL) R, REXEITR
ks, "X B AN SRR RS, BAFR |
o 4 AR SPEE A AR A —FE: X |
LA S A T IS IRAE A0 AW £ R Wit — |
RAR AR B0 ARRE O B 2 B R AEMTET A L
gz B R A IBLIEAR, A AR IR A9 AT |
B, AR AR AT PPt L T A M, IR
WA SE IR B (B ) " 5
RGBT, AR A URER
B, AR, {ER AR RO R IG R R T RS
AR, XFEHTEILPHAR RSB T
2 AR B TE  RIAN, MR BREAFAET AR |
R, ARKKE, AREAR, RAEHSE
o4 R At 4 7R VT SR 9 B, R R A A
Wio BALEEEEEBHRIMERE, BIAMKE,
BTHKERERNEZD, |
ARk B RO ZESCEE PR N7 —IA AL
“gEIR” —id, {8 “GR" — A M MR T "
N — AR, XA R R A A PE AR |
Ao RETHORK HEL ASRBELS, FAFR
Kk, “H B IR RN RTARRE BB IR, " A AT RE |
S T IV 63 B B TR o IR T AR
105 B IF 2 AP IR AR AN . " RAEPERE
AR PR BEINR T A AR BN T
o 5 g h B Lo b, RATIAT R RREAE, HR R
T o TR AR B TR R o BT Ay |
B SCAL IR O (LA % A LT BT BRUE,
AT, IR R AE = B B, SRAE TR

|
|
1
|

CERH R, IR AR R R AR R, HER A Bl
CNERHMA . fhik®) T ESIA T A RER AL

| AR BRI KB FIE o ﬁ%ﬁx‘é/ﬁlﬁl#{ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ*



plication seems to be that Chinese women shouldn’t pretest when their
Chinese husbands wander.

Liang points out that there are difficulties in intercultural marriages,
which there certainly are. Marriage is difficult, period, no matter whom you
marry. One should marry for the right reasons, but Liang has hardly suggested
any to Chinese women other that “be faithful to your husband until death. ”
He maintains that Asian people are interdependent and supportive, to which I
would agree, yet he seems to imply that westerners are not. I would argue
that non-Asians are capable to these behaviors as well. Is it that Liang is un-
comfortable with the fact that Chinese women have more choices and in
some cases are not choosing Chinese men nor staying in their “homeland?”

Regards.

Reader A

Dear Mr. A

The editor transmitted your comments to me. I am sorry if I upset you
with my article.

The following points are written to clarify the obvious misunder-
standing:
I have witnessed the
failure of many cross border marriages between Chinese girls and European

Having lived in Europe for more than 10 years,

men. My article doesn’t aim to criticize cross border marriage as such, but
simply to point out some real difficulties due to different cultures and habits
to any Chinese readers who have never been abroad. Myself I have been
married to a Westerner and we have a happy family life.

Even though I read and write English everyday, English is not my
mother language. I could miss some language nuances. I am sorry for that. [
hope that one day your students can write better than I do thanks to your
teaching.

I don’t like macho behavior nor exaggerated nationalism. I am happy to
discover that we are fighting in the same side.

I am sorry if you have misunderstood my message by subjective inter-
__pretation.

The world is beautiful, because there are different seasons, different an-
imals, different people and of course different opinions. Even though I don’t
agree with your interpretation, [ am happy to hear a different voice in a
“Forum’.

I hope that you will be more tolerant now after the above explanation.

Thank you very much for having taken time to write your comments.

Best regards.

Liang Chen
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Part IV A knight in shining armour riding to the
rescue of “Liang Chen in distress”
— Letter from the Western reader B to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I have just had the opportunity to read both the article by Liang Chen and
the reaction of Mr. A. Unlike him, I was not “shocked” by the original article,
but was in fact rather disturbed by your correspondent’s apparent over-reaction.

There are a number of points I could make, but will restrict myself to
two.

Firstly, I believe this is exactly the type of article you should be publish-
ing. Despite your correspondent’s rather idealistic view from the ivory tower of
his university, a problem does exist and your publication is a good place to
discuss it. Liang Chen has spent many years living in Europe and has actually
seen at first hand the problems he describes; he is not making up stories —
this, unfortunately, is real life. Of course one has to keep a balance and I am sure
that most of us have seen more successful cross-border marriages than the re-
verse, but his message is still valuable. “Look before you leap” is not bad advice
for anyone contemplating marriage, and it is particularly valuable if one partner
is going to be living in a strange environment, half a world away from the
day-to-day support of their family.

Liang Chen’s presentation is perhaps over-colourful and maybe he should
have put more emphasis on the positive side of such marriages, but let us not
ignore the waming. And keep publishing such articles — as well as people’s
reactions to them.

My second point relates to the way “politically correct” judgments, when
not tempered with common sense, can actually create problems which do not
exist. Again, it’s a matter of balance and clearly it is better to be too sensitive to
people’s feelings rather than the reverse.

However, to suggest that talking about “white” knights has any racial
over-tone is manifestly absurd. In European mythology “white knights™ —
more frequently perhaps “knights in shining armour. — have been riding to
the rescue of “damsels in distress” for hundreds of years; today, in modern
business parlance, they come to the rescue of companies threatened by hostile
take-over bids. They are clad in white armour, whatever the color of their skin;
I am sure that your correspondent does not really believe that that doughty
mediaeval English warrior, the Black Prince, was actually a Negro!

In a similar vein, it is Jaughable to suggest that Liang Chen shows a sexist
attitude by describing young females as “girls” rather than “women” .
common English usage, there is no clear dividing line between the two, and in
fact one gets the general impression that the term “girl” is getting used for ever
older people these days; quite elderly matrons ( a good old English word that
should be used more frequently! ) refer to themselves as “us girls”.

In

And, by the way, we Caucasians do have bigger noses on the whole than
people of the Chinese race. So what? [ do not feel offended if Chinese kids
laugh at my nose. — I just laugh back. And I believe many Chinese themselves
have. their own distinction between “high” noses and “low” noses.

So the message is — be sensitive, but not to the point where you create
problems that do not exist. And since, or so I believe, we are all fundamentally
on the same side, do not make life more difficult than it is by imagining that
potential allies are your enemy!

I hope your paper will continue to publish articles that create controversy
— as long as that controversy is directed towards constructive ends.

Yours sincerely

Reader B
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Part V Sun shines again after the “thunderstorm”
d_ Reply from the Editor to the reader A and the final reply from the
reader A

Dear Mr. A,

It’s nice to read your comments to Liang Chen’s article. Before publishing
the article, we thought the article may stir discussion. The result showed that our
guess is right. I had forwarded your comments to Mr. Liang himself. I hope he
can answer your questions provided he has time. I must say, some problems in the
article is caused by our editing work. One example is the use of woman and
girl. Actually, in Liang’s original one, girls is used almost all the time. But our
expert (we have native English speakers as expert) changed them to women. And
for some places, he might forget to change. That’s why you see woman and girl
coexist. The other point I need to clarify is about the term white knight. White
knight doesnt only refer to the men with white skin color. White knight in
Chinese is (B EF), referring to handsome men, no matter what color his skin
is. I don’t know why we say so. One reason might be that Chinese take white as
handsome.

Yours sincerely

The Editor

Dear Editor,

Thank you for taking time to reply personally to my letter and also thank
you for forwarding Liang’s personal explanation to me. I think at the time I was
simply reacting in a strong way. I regret that the tone of my letter was somewhat
condescending.

Suffice it to say that I am satisfied that you responded to me and that there
is no lingering resentment on my part. I think we all have to be very careful in
talking about other cultures. On occasion, I have offended Chinese friends unin-
tentionally with my own comments, so [ try to think about how something will
be perceived by other people. For example, I used an article from your paper in
class about an American who found himself frequently asked by Chinese what he
thinks about China. There was an illustration of a guy standing in front of a
mirror, which showed a distorted reflection. Some of my Chinese students
thought this was a slight against Chinese. To me this was clearly not the intention
of the article or the image, but some got a negative impression nonetheless.

"Regards.

Reader A

Conclusion

Afier the exchange of the above correspondence between the readers, the
Editor and the writer, a common understanding was finally reached. I strongly
believe that it is always possible to “build a bridge over troubled waters” as soon
as we start to communicate and try to understand each other.
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TOO MANY QUESTIONS

There was this Christian lady that had to do a
lot of traveling for her business so she did a lot of
flying. But flying made her nervous so she always took
her Bible along with her to read and it helped relax
her.

One time she was sitting next to a man. When
he saw her pull out her Bible he gave a little chuckle
(3 %) and went back to what he was doing. After
awhile he tumed to her and asked “You don't really
believe all that stuff in there do you?”

The lady replied “Of course I do it is the
Bible. ”

He said “Well what about that guy
that was swallowed by that whale?”

She replied “Oh, Jonah. Yes I believe
that, it is in the Bible. "

He asked“Well, how do you suppose
he survived all that time inside the whale? ”

The lady said “Well I don't really
know I guess when I get to heaven I will
ask him. ” )

“What if he isn’t in heaven?” the man
asked sarcastically (##]3&).

“Then you can ask him. ”
lady.

replied the
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R -SAD
f it feels like it has been forever since you've seen Uma
it has. The 33-year-old
actress looks back on her early movies as something she
did  “half a lifetime ago , before marrying Ethan
Hawke and having two kids.
But Thurman is back with a vengeance( Z i) in Kill
“| Bill, reuniting with Pulp Fiction director Quentin Tarantino
| for a bloodbath kung-fu flick about a bride taking revenge on

Thurman in a movie. . . well,

= | the five people who ambushed(32 4k ) her on her wedding

day. Thurman calls the movie a “badass( 3 % ) coming-out
party’ and promises she won't take so much time between
flicks again.

Interview iFiKEFR

Quentin calls you his muse and goes on and on
about how much he loves you.He sure has a funny
way of showing it, doesn’t he?

And I keep coming back for more. You'd think I'd have
learned after that needle through the heart in Pulp Fiction. I
think he thinks I look good half-dead or something. How else
do you explain all the beatings and thrashings I get in this
movie? Kill Bill opens with my character getting shot in the
head, and it’s downhill from there. Kill Bill? Sometimes I
wanted to kill Quentin.

Seriously, can you believe Tom Cruise as a
samurai( B&HE 1)?

I love Tom Cruise. I love his work. I think he’s one of
the great movie stars of all time. [ mean, T hope I've set the bar
high, but his movie is epic drama reality, while mine is wild,
fantastical pop art.

You haven’t been in a studio movie since The
Avengers. Were you as put off as everyone else?

It had more to do with motherhood. It took me a long
time to bounce back, because I was so immersed(#4 A ) in the
challenges of being a mom. I wasn’t really the self I knew, the
self that was the actor. [ was somebody else. I was somebody’s
mother. I did do some work, but I was always conflicted. I was
too worried about that to be able to work and feel alive in my
skin and feel like me again. You go through such a
change. But now I feel ready for life—T feel like myself.

Quentin often came over to your place while he
was writing the movie. Did you have to tell him to
tone down the language for the kids?

He needed a little curbing here and there. But he doesn’t
always talk like that. And he’s great with the kids—very play-
ful, with a very young energy. And with my kids, he needs that
energy.
Which half of From Dusk Till Dawn do you like

best — the road-trip half or
the vampire-flick half?

Um. .. I'm probably really,
truly a road tripper. 'm a talker,
not a vampire slayer.

Personal quotes . M AER
“Tall, sandy blonde, with sort 7

of blue eyes, skinny in places, fat — ‘

in others. An average gal. Uma Thurman, self description
“I'm very happy at home. I love to just hang out with my

daughter, I love to work in my garden. I'm not a gaping hole

of need. ”

“It is better to have a relationship with someone who
cheats on you than with someone who does not flush(# )
the toilet. ~

“I was not particularly bright, I wasn’t very athletic, I was
a little too tall, odd, funny looking, I was just really weird as a
kid. ”

“Desperation is the perfume of the young actor. It’s so
satisfying to have gotten rid of it. If you keep smelling it, it can
drive you crazy. In this business a lot of people go nuts(Z %=
49), go eccentric(¥1%), even end up dead from it. Not my
plan. ”

Biography 4T # 4T

Her placid(-F# %)) face bears the wide eyes and full lips
of a classic vamp. These (and other) physical attributes, com-
bined with an air of youthful sophistication, make Thurman
the thinking filmgoer’s dream date. She made her film debut in
Kiss Daddy Goodnight (1987), but neither it nor Johnny Be
Good (1988), a sub-John Hughes-type teen comedy, held
much promise for this model and cover girl. Dangerous Li-
aisons (also 1988), however, changed people’s perception of
Thurman, and her erotically charged performance won her
critical praise. Henry & June (1990) gave her a leading role as
Henry Miller’s wife in the controversial (but little-seen) film;
another 1990 film, John Boorman’s Where the Heart Is also
failed to win much of an audience. But Thurman acquitted (&
3) herself nicely in those parts, and in subsequent roles as
well: Kim Basinger’s emotionally disturbed sister in Final
Analysis  (1992), a blind woman stalked by a serial killer in
Jennifer 8 (also 1992), the unwilling pawn(A &) of gangster
Bill Murray who falls in love with Robert De Niro in Mad
Dog and Glory (1993), and the leading characters in the
long-awaited Even Cowgirls Get the Blues  (1994) and Pulp
Fiction (also 1994, for which she received an Oscar nomina-
tion) . She was formerly married to actor Gary Oldman.

(F A8 (orxA
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his you know:  Bill dies—hence the title. That’s no

secret. Other things you know already about the in-

tense, kitschy (Z R L% # (6428 5540 # 49 ) revenge

movie Kill Bill: Volume 1: It’s packed with kung fu,

samurai swords, Uma Thurman and the big comeback
of 90s film-geek savant(# %) Quentin Tarantino.

But what you don’t know about Kill Bill could fill a
Tokyo skyscraper. The flick’s stuffed with obscure film lore (%
¥, #29%), cameos aplenty, loving odes(4R#) to Asian cine-
ma—and just a whole bunch of weird stuff. Here’s a taste.

1. Warren Beatty Was Supposed to Be Bill: But
that didn’t work out. So, David Carradine took the part, which
makes sense since he starred in the Kung Fu TV series and
not, like, Ishtar.

2. Computers Were Used, Like, Once: Unlike to-
day’s rash of slick Matrixized action flicks, Bill has only a few
tiny CGI shots (to remove wires from fighters flying through
the air).

3. The DiVAS Code
Names Are Snakes: The Bride
was part of the five-member
Deadly Viper Assassination Squad
(DiVAS), which should sound
familiar. Thurman’s character in
Pulp Fiction had shot a TV pilot
for Fox Force Five, a five-member

team of, yes, assassins! In Bill,
their handles are all venomous(#
# # ) reptiles: Cottonmouth,
Sidewinder, Black Mamba, Co-
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bra, California Mountain Snake.

4. The Japanese Version Has More Blood: Despite
gallons of spilled red corn syrup( & % # % ) and dozens of
sliced-off body parts, Kill Bill: Volume 1 managed an R rat-
ing. But the cut seen in Tokyo probably wouldn’t. What's
different? For one thing, one guts-soaked sequence—shown in
cringing black-and-white in the U. S. version—will remain in
vivid color.

5. Don’t Mess with Sonny Chiba: The longtime
Japanese superstar plays a sword master who has sworn off( £
4 % #) the trade but helps the Bride get her revenge. Unlike
in his many Street Fighter flicks, he’s low-key({&i##)) here,
making fine swords—and fish.

6. On Set, Uma Pigged Out on Tamales(Z &3 %
i #5 —#F): Seriously. She told us.

7.Julie Dreyfus Really Is Big in Japan:

French-born, Japanese-fluent actress plays Sofie Fatale,

The

an
ice-cold Yakuza( B A =) crime-lord associate. Never seen
her? You probably don’t live in Japan, where she’s such a big
deal she was one of the judges on Iron Chef.

8. Cartoons Can Hurt: One of the film’s many chap-
ters is a startling and stark 10-minute anime segment. Again,
thisll be familiar to hard-core nerds(if & #§ A ) wholl recog-
nize the animation by Production IG, the Japanese house re-
sponsible for Ghost in the Shell and Blood: The Last Vampire.

9. Beware: Zamfir Is Involved: Yeah, that’s
right. The master of the pan flute joins Nancy Sinatra, Quincy
Jones and Isaac Hayes on the soundtrack. Word is the
Wu-Tang Clan’s RZA, who composed the original music,
heard Zamfir’s haunting melodies in a restaurant and thought
they’d be perfect.

10. Uma Took Bruce Lee’s Clothes: Does that yel-
low- and black-striped jumpsuit the hero wears look familiar?
Then you're one of those people who've seen Game of Death,
a Bruce Lee movie in which the martial-arts master has
the. . . same jumpsuit!

11. Quentin Loves His Cereal: During one fight
scene, Vivica A. Fox takes out a box of old-school cereal called
Kaboom! —which leads to a lethal joke. This continues an odd
trend that’s part of this nutritious breakfast: Both Reservoir
Dogs and Pulp Fiction featured long-discontinued sugary pops
called Fruit Brute.

12. Tokyo’s Done Godzilla Style: Again avoiding
computer imagery, Tarantino filmed the scene of an airplane
landing in Tokyo using old-school miniature models. And that
skyline? It’s the same one used in the last Godzilla movie from
director Ishir? Honda.

13. Johnny Knoxville Is Now Officially a Muse:
Tarantino admits that, yes, he took inspiration from modern
“cinema’ as well. After watching Jackass: The Movie, he
changed what he calls “a brutal bitch fight" in Volume 2 to
be. . . slightly grosser.

14. The Pussy Wagon Gets Around: Tarantino likes
the movie’s signature car—a truck painted with flames and the:
words Pussy Wagon—so much he has been driving it around

Los Angeles, including to the premiere.
#ix)

(Lily
Behind the Stagel 9

jpuuvy ) JUAUUIDIIULT




*

JauupYD) JUIUMUIDIUT

B’ R -s880R

“My name is Bond—James Bond, ” Sean Connery informed the world’s
movie-goers in 1962. In seven Bond films over a span of 21 years, the tall, dark
Scot come to embody the suave secret agent whose code name was known
around the globe: 007. ‘

But it didn’t go very smooth to be a successful star. The exception was
Robert Henderson, a 47-year-old Yank who was directing South Pacific. One
day, Henderson had a long talk with the muscle man whose determination
seemed jnegressible. Connery told Henderson he hoped to become a profes-
sional soccer player.

“Well look,” said Henderson. “ With soccer, at 28 or 30.it’s all
over. Then what do you do? Wouldn’t you rather be an actor? ” “How? " asked
Connery, “ I left school at 13. f

Henderson nodded. “You've practically no education. But you have an
imagination and a mind. I will give you a list of ten books that you should
read. ”

The “ten” books that Henderson had mentioned were more like
200. including the complete works of Shakespeare, Thomas Wolfe and Oscar
Wilde. But Connery tackled them—every day, applying all the energy and
tenacity he got from his parents. He would go to the library in the morning and
stay till curtain time.

Late at night, he would sit up with his tape recorder, hearing a voice that
certainly wasn’t Polish and was sounding a little less Scottish. Acting, he decided
after a year of this, was going to be his career. And for his new life, Connery had
chosen a new ﬁI'St name.

In 1957, the BBC produced Rod Serling’s Play Requiem for a heavy-
weight. The down-and-out prize-fighter, Mountain McClintock, was played by
a young actor who had boxed in the Royal Navy. His name—Sean Connery.

The same year, Connery was cast in a production of Anna Christie. The
title role was played by ash blond Diane Celento. She was to become Connery’s

wife a few years later.

By then Connery had appeared in five
forgettable films—but in one of them, he
caught the eye of Walt Disney, who
brought him to the United States in 1958.
" Disney cast him as Michael McBride, the
~ love interest in a story about leprechauns
called Darby O’Gil and the Little People. In
the film’s climax, McBride has a rousing
fistfight with the village bully.
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