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NIT 1
People, Land and History
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LESSON 2



Listening Steatesy

Identifying the Topic

Identifying the topic of a passage or a dialogue is the primary task of listening comprehension. In
order to achieve this goal, firstly, we should learn to pay special attention to the first sentence of the
listening material, for it is usually the topic sentence or at least closely related to the topic. Secondly, we
should treat the sentences near the end with equal importance, for the speakers tend to summarize what
has been mentioned before. Finally, the words and expressions repeatedly used by the speakers may
give us clues, or they may combine to make sense as to what the topic is.

Now you are going to hear three short passages. Identify the useful clues and choose the topic
Jor each passage.

Script (160 words)

1. In the four years of World War |, ten million British people were killed and many others
crippled for life. The British were exhausted. For many of them, faith in religion had been
broken, and the churches of the Victorian Age became only a memory. To the British, the
world seemed to have been totally changed by the war.

2. The Europeans were first attracted to the New World in search of wealth. When Columbus re-
turned to Europe with stories of abundant gold in America, each European nation hastened to

claim as much land as possible in the New World — along with whatever wealth might be
obtained from it.



3. Australia is the only nation that occupies an entire continent. It has a land area of 7,682,300
square kilometers, which is about the same size as the United States, excluding Alaska.

Australia is about 25 times larger than Britain and Ireland, and almost twice the combined
areas of India and Pakistan.

1. A) World War 1.
B) The number of British people killed in the war.
C) Many British people lost belief in religion.
D) Britain was changed by the war.
2. A) Columbus’ discovery of gold in America.
B) The wealth in the New World.
C) Europeans went to the New World in search of wealth.
D) Comparison of Europe and the New World.
3. A) The population of Australia.
B) The size of Australia.
C) Australia occupies an entire continent.
D) The landscape in Australia.

Before Yo Listen

Questions for Discussion
1. Do you know the four ancient civilizations? What are their contributions to human beings?

2. List and describe some famous scenic spots in China.

UWhile You Listen

TEXT 1
Four Ancient Civilizations
e e S
: Words and Expressions :
| civilization /isivilar'zerfan/ n.  asociety that is well organized and developed |
| Hammurabi  /ha:mu'razby/ DURHIEE (N42) |

_3_.



| code Ikaud/ n.  set of laws or rules arranged in a system

| Nile /marl/ n. ariver in northeast Africa, the longest river in the
l ' world JEZH]
| massive /'mesiv/ a. very large, substantial
primitive /'primutiv/ a. of or at an early stage of social development
granary /'graenary/ n.
artifact ['aztrfeekt/ n.

thing made by man, esp. a tool or weapon of ar-

chaeological interest

ideogram /"disugrem/ n. symbol used in a writing system that represents the
idea of a thing RELF

| pictogram /'piktougreem / n.  apictorial symbol of a word or phrase LT |

l
|
|
l
!
building where grain is stored t
i
|
i
l

| phonogram  /'faunagrem/ n.  a written character representing a spoken sound |
| RS |
‘\Confucius /kan'fju:fjos/ a Chinese philosopher fLF (A% /}
Script (287 words)

Ancient civilizations refer to the first settled and stable communities that became the basis
for later states, nations, and empires. There are four great ancient civilizations in human history.

Babylon

The Babylonians made great contributions to the growth of civilization. They added to the
knowledge of astronomy, advanced the knowledge of mathematics, and built the first great capi-
tal city, Babylon. The Babylonian King, Hammurabi, set forth Hammurabi’s Code in about 1800
BC, which was one of the first great codes of law in the world.

Egypt

Egyptian farmers had settled in the long and narrow valiey of the Nile River by 5000 BC.
Within 2,000 years they had invented writing, built massive irrigation works, and established a
culture that left magnificent monuments and the pyramids, which were the tombs built for the
kings to hold all the things they would need in the afterlife.

India

The valley of the Indus River is considered to be the birthplace of Indian civilization. It
appears that by 4000 BC primitive farmers were raising vegetables, grains, and animals along the
river bank. By 2700 BC two major cities and numerous smaller towns had emerged. There were
public buildings, palaces, baths, and large granaries. Many artifacts and artworks indicate that
they had reached a fairly high level of civilization.

China

The Chinese had settled in the Yeliow River valley by 3000 BC. By then, they had pottery,
wheels, farms, and sitk. Their form of writing, developed by 2000 BC, was a system of picture




writing, using forms called ideograms, pictograms, and phonograms. During the Zhou Dynasty,
iron was introduced, and it was at the end of this period that Confucius developed the thought
that dominated Chinese culture for the next 25 centuries.

ufture Note

1. Hammurabi (died 1750 BC): The sixth king of the first dynasty of Babylonia. He reigned
from 1792 to 1750 BC. He extended the Babylonian empire and instituted one of the
earliest known collections of laws.

2. Hammurabi’s Code: One of the greatest of ancient codes. It was found in 1902 at Susa and
is now in Paris. it is carved in 3,600 lines on a column. The code, which addresses such
issues as business and family relations, labor, private property and personal injuries, is
generally humanitarian.

3. Pyramid: Tomb for Egyptian pharaohs from the 3rd dynasty. The early step pyramid, with
several levels and a flat top, developed into the true pyramids, such as the three largest
at Giza near Cairo. They are considered one of the Seven Wonders of the World.

4. Confucius (551— 479 BC): Latinized name of a Chinese philosopher, Kongzi or “Kong the
Master”. His ideas about the importance of practical moral values, collected by his
disciples in the Analects of Confucius, formed the basis of Confucian philosophy.

Exercise 1
Listen and answer the following questions briefly.

I. What are the four great ancient civilizations?
They are Babylon, Eqypt, India and China.
2. What'’s the great significance of the Code of Hammurabi?
It was one of the first great codes of law in the world.
3. What are the major contributions of Egyptian civilization?
They invented writing, built massive irrigation works, and established a culture that left magniﬁ-
cent monuments and the pyramids.
4. Who was Confucius and what was his role in Chinese culture?
He was a great thinker and his thought dominated Chinese culture for 25 centuries.

Exercise 2
Listen again and decide whether the statements you hear are true (T) or false (F).

1. Babylonians made great contributions to the knowledge of geometry and mathematics. ( F )
2. Hammarabi, who set forth one of the first codes of law in the world, was the king of Babylon
inabout800BC. ( F)

3. In Egypt, the pyramids were used as tombs and to hold things for kings to use in their |,
afterlife. ( T )

4. Indian farmers developed primitive agriculture along the banks of Indus River about 4,000
yearsago. ( F )




