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Brief Introduction to China Indigo Blue

Indigo printing was very popular in Tang
Dynasty. The Bodhisattva in Mogao Grottos,
Dunhuang was depicted in colorful indigo fabric.
A few of them are preserved in the British
Museum and the Imperial Treasure House
shoso—in at Nara, Japan as their national
treasures. Since Ming Dynasty, the patterns and
craftsmanship “of -indigo printing had become
unpopular to the masses. By the end of last
century, when indigo printing was reported still
existing in the south of Zhejial Province,
China, it quickly attracted global attentions of
the dying and printing circle. In 2003, a special
cultural travel line named “the Journey of China
Blue” was started in Japan.

Zhang Qin, the writer of this book, has studied
folk culture for many vyears and published
several books on this subject, such as Folksy
Wenzhou, Holding History, etc.. This book has
recorded the writer's recent research.From
September, 2001 to July, 2005, she visited all
block engraving craftsmen, dyehouse workers,
and performers in local opera troupe living in
the south of Zhejiang Province, as well as the
northern and southern part of Fujian Province.
It gives a detailed documentation covering the
whole process of Indigo printing, which includes
raw material preparation, dying and printing,
pattern designing and block engraving, etc.. [t
seeks to unveil the mystery of indigo printing's
prospering and declining history .
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China Indigo Print (Part II . Illustration )

1. ? - 1853, Patterns of Chinese Kunqu Opera Subjects (4, Such As
Miss Ma Toasting Long Life, etc.), Patterns of Flowers and Birds (4)
2. 1863-1873, Patterns of Traditional Chinese Opera Characters (8),
Patterns of Flowers and Birds (8)

3. 1873-1883, Patterns of Chinese Kunqu Opera Subjects (4, Such As
Su Wu Herding Sheep ), Patterns of Flowers and Birds (4)

4. 1883-1950, Patterns of Chinese Kunqu Opera Subjects (32, Such As
West Chamber, The Novice Monk and The Young Nun , etc.), Patterns
of Children Playing (4), Patterns of Flowers and Birds (4)

5. 1945-1978, Patterns of Traditional Chinese Opera Characters (8),
Patterns of Children Playing (4), Patterns of Flowers and Birds (4)

6. 1966-1970, Patterns of Chinese Opera Subjects (4, Such As Red
Detachment of Women ), Patterns of Contemporary Events (12) ,
Patterns of Flowers and Birds (4)

7. 1980-Up to Now, Patterns of Traditional Chinese Opera Characters
(4) , Patterns of Flowers and Birds (4)

Conclusion
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