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FORWORD

Ahangve. alsn named Gan Prefecture, located in the middie of Hexi Corridor. is one of the most important
lowns in ”L'\I As early as in the Han Dynasty . Zhangrve Prefeciure was set up as one of the “Four Towns
in Hexi" by Emperor Wu. In Chiness, the waord ngyve” means  Ccutting off the arms of the Huns, and
elehing [ hinese arme Up to West Wel Dynasty, due o it” s sweet amd relreshing waler, Zhangye was
renaEned Swoeel Springg.,

Siwe Han Dvoasty, Zhangye has boen a key traffic point connecting all directions, owing w il's location
in the center of MHexi Corridor. In history, Zhanggian and Banchao® s diplomatic missions 1o Western
s, jourmeys of merchants and monks from Western Regions, Africa and west Asia to Changan and other
places of China, all were fulfilled after crossing Zhangye. Defore sea trangportalion started. as the chiel
passageway, £hangve served the exchanges of culture, silk and Buddhism, etc. between the west ancd
China,

Being a converging 11f!ll'll of Ging Hai in south, Mongolia in northe Lanzhou in cast and Xinjiang in west,
Zhangye holds an outstanding gt.ﬁﬁui'ucai position always fought for by military strategists since ancieni

time. o

Zhangye is habitually A fertibe zone beyond the Great Wall™ . While in Hexi Corridor, its gpood
repuiation s “Golden Zhangyve” thanks to its abumdant products.

From time immemorial, many ethnic groups live together there, and created magnificent and  gloriows
culture. Hs prosperity in economy and colture has been recorded in history,

I % rve, there are ool only the vigor of the west, tul also elegance of the south, not only the ough
amad fig ik custom, but also the extensive and profound cullure. Eplering Zhang, the varied natural
scenery and colorful places of cultural interest will make yvou relaxed and joviul, and reluctant o leave.

Asoa result of dey ol ie and low precipitation, farmlands and grasslands here are all irrigated by water
from the snow mountaims of Qhilian, Hence Qilian Mouniains are regarded as a patural preal reservoir of
Zhangye. The vast Heihe River system, originating froom Babao Mountain of Qilian, passing through Zhangye
from wesi o« . mwarishes the fertile lands.

Here are nch tourism resources, The ancient ﬁmmsses, grodtoes, and G
forests and the Gobi Deserts constitute nhmmu'
Tdnpic(;rouoﬁ Shandan




= x

Lt by

Shandan Army Horse Hanch
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Shandan Great Wall Ruins

3mSR 2
Rape Flowers in Biandukoy
af Minle County

4. Wi R FAOREE 2
Morse—hool Temple Grotioes
Grraup i South of Ganso

5ol BEE AR 5T
Golden Tower Temple Grottoes
in South of Gansu
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Qilian Mountains
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Giant—Buddha Temple in Zhangye

oAb . WRFEMEHBER o5
Danxia Landfonos in Linze,
south of Gansu
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