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1. China’s Ming Dynasty Astronaut
Hh [ BR A A B

Chinese astronaut Yang Liwei’s his-
tory-making flight to the stars will almost
certainly transform® him into an in-

stant® hero for millions of Chinese. His
flight aboard the Shenzhou V spacecraft
has shown that China is capable of join-

s

lite® club of space powers whose
members in the past years were only Rus-

sia and the United States .

Of course, as any space

air force pilot into the history books and set alarm bells ringing in the
Western world that the final frontier was about to turn a very communist
shade of red. .

But was he really the first? Several centuries earlier—

about 1500 AD, around the middle of the Ming Dynasty—a Chinese

stargazer® named Wan Hu dreamed of going where no man had gone be-

transform [ treens'fom] :v. H#e, A

instant [ 'instont] :adj. WEIEAY, ST B

elite  [ei'lit):n. K4, REHE

cosmonaut [ 'kozmeunot]:n. FHLA , fi K R
space capsule: K %5 #it

catapult [ 'keetopalt] :v. FABAS S b, 5
stargazer [ 'stageizo(r)]:n. G R, RX¥HK

0 @ 6 e e 6 6



£ F & ¥

S =N

fore and set out to turn that dream into space age reality .

orntny

According to the le

end, Wan, a local government official, was ob-
sessed® by the stars and planned a scheme to get himself closer to them.
Something of a nutty professor character, Wan set out to make himself

the world’ s first astronaut.

Based on the China’s expertise® in rocketry®, he took up the task
of building himself a space ship. Centuries before the Wright brothers
took to the air or the Germans launched their V1 and V2 rockets, Wan
was convinced that the weapons of war could also be a means of trans-
portation and his ticket to the stars. He was somewhat ahead of his
time .

© chair, two

Wan’s pioneering spacecraft was built around a ]
kites and 47 of the largest gunpowder-filled rockets he could lay his hands

on.

Come the launch day, Wan dressed himself in his :f'ﬂ'
strapped himself in the chair and called upon his 47 servants, each armed
with a flaming torch, to light the 47 fuses. Their job done, the servants
speedily retreated to a safe distance ... and waited. What came next,
the leg

nd goes, was an emormous® bang.
When the smoke eventually cleared, Wan and his chair were

nowhere to be seen. Whether Wan actually made it or not has never been

made clear. The prognosis does seem a little doubtful. But despite the

obsess [ab'ses]:v. #kfE, fEE

expertise [ iekspa'tiz] :n. FHRHER, SARE %N
rocketry [ 'rokitri]:n. KH{H, KEFHEAR

sturdy [ 'stoxdi]:adj. "R &Y, T B9

finery [ 'fainori]:n. ST i R AT , B, AR
enormous  [i'momes]:adj. B K, HEXK
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somewhat cranky nature of spacecraft he was certainly on the right
track .

Four-and-a-half centuries later and those same principles behind the
first Chinese rocket did indeed lift Gagarin on his historic {light beyond
Farth’ s gravity. Another four decades on and China finally followed
suit, launching a man into space and turning Wan Hu’s centuries-old

dream into reality .

[#]

1. Yang Liwei: #FfE, FEECKBE - A, Fe AW AS FEH WM
HAKS,

2. Yuri Gagarin: J5 B « N bk (1934—1968) , 1961 5 — i A F
B 45 6] B R AR BE T 5L, FE— K LA R R

3. The Wright Brothers: 345 %55 ,1903 £ I 85 3F RAT T AEH
§ R -BRAT AR S L.
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