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Unit One

What Is Terrorism?

I . Defining Terrorism ;

The following are definitions of terrorism. Read and find out the words mostly used
in all the definitions below.

1. “Any action constitutes terrorism if it is intended to cause death or serious bodily
harm to civilians or non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a
population or compelling a government or an international organization to do or
abstain from doing any act.” (by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan)

2. The US State Department defines terrorism as “ premeditated, politically
motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by sub-national
groups or clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience. ”

3. Paul Pillar, a former deputy chief of the CIA’s Counter-terrorist Center, argues
that there are four key elements of terrorism;
a. It is premeditated—planned in advance, rather than an impulsive act of rage.
b. It is political—not criminal, like the violence that groups such as the mafia
use to get money, but designed to change the existing political order.
c. It is aimed at civilians—not at military targets or combat-ready troops.
d. It is carried out by sub-national groups—not by the army of a country.

4. The F. B. |. defines terrorism as “the unlawful use of force against persons or
property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population or any
segment thereof, in the furtherance of political or social objectives”.

5. “Terrorism is an act carried out to achieve an inhuman and corrupt objective,

and involving threat to security of any kind, and violation of rights
acknowledged by religion and mankind. ” The following does not qualify as an
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act of terrorism
a. acts of national resistance exercised against occupying forces, colonizers and
usurpers;
b. resistance of peoples against cliques imposed on them by the force of arms;
c. rejection of dictatorships and other forms of despotism and efforts to
undermine their institutions;
d. resistance against racial discrimination and attacks on the latter’s strongholds;
e. retaliation against any aggression if there is no other alternative.
(by Ayatullah Shaykh Muhammad Ali Taskhiri, who was the Director of the
International Relations Department of the I. P. O., at the International Conference
on Terrorism called by the Organization of the Islamic Conference, Geneva, from
june 22—26, 1987)

Exercise:

Discuss with your partner which definition is the best and why. If possible, come
up with your own definition of terrorism.

Il . Fast Reading:

Read the following events fast. Discuss with your partner and decide whether the
following events are terrorist acts or not and justify your opinion. You can begin
your discussion with “1 think/l don’t think this is a terrorist act because...”

1. On 25 February 2005, at 11:20 p. m. local time, a Palestinian suicide bomber
blew himself up on the busy Tel Aviv Promenade, just as youths were going out
for the night. Five people were killed, all of them waiting to enter a nightclub—
Yitzhak Buzaglo, Aryeh Nagar, Ronen Reuvenov, Odelia Hobera and Yael
Orbach, who carried with her invitations for her wedding to distribute to her
friends. Over 50 more were injured, many of them teenagers. The notorious
terrorist organization Islamic Jihad announced responsibility for the attack from
its headquarters in Damascus, Syria. This organization, which operates in
Palestinian Authority territory, and enjoys safe haven and support from the
Syrian regime, is responsible for literally tens of terrorist attacks which have
claimed hundreds of innocent lives and wounded thousands more.
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2. In a classified 1998 intelligence finding, President Clinton authorized the CIA to
use covert lethal force against Osama bin Laden and his deputies. Having
declared after September 11 that bin Laden was wanted “dead or alive”,
President Bush issued another intelligence finding, this one giving the CIA
permission to use lethal force against a wider class of al-Qaeda personnel. The
United States subsequently targeted individual al-Qaeda operatives during the
military campaign in Afghanistan, and in November 2002, the CIA used a
Hellfire missile to kill an al-Qaeda leader in Yemen. The Bush administration
says al-Qaeda operatives are enemy “combatants” under international law—and
that strikes against al-Qaeda personnel are thus military actions, not
assassinations.

3. RED LAKE, Minnesota ( AFP)—In March
2005, teenage gunman Jeff Weise drove a
stolen police car up to his school and then
randomly shot at students and teachers,
authorities said as the remote town of Red
Lake grieved for the victims of the latest
rampage to stun the United States.

The small community based around an Indian reservation was at a loss to
explain Monday’s killing of Weise’ s grandfather and his companion, five
students, a teacher and a security guard at Red Lake High School. The teenager
then killed himself. Seven people were wounded.
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Unit Two
9-11

I . Warming-up.

1. What do you know about 9-117
2. Do you agree with America by condemning it as a terrorist act?

3. How do you feel about those people who hijacked the plane and bombed the
WTC at the cost of their own lives?

Il . Listening: Survivor 9-11

1. New Words and Expressions:

tavern
restaurateur
detached
army reserves
reservation
sue

2. Exercises:

1) Answer the following questions.
a. Who is Tom Sullivan? How many identities does Tom Sullivan have?
What are they?
b. Where was Tom when the first plane hit the North Tower?
c. How did Tom get out of the building?
d. Did Tom stay at home to take care of his family after the event?
2) Listen and complete the following information.

Uni< Ywo 9-11




If Tom Sullivan seems a bit ,

“Have you had a good ?”
“No, | a good cry yet.”
You’ll have to him. Could be he’s ,but maybe he’s just
been too busy. You see, Tom Sullivan is also Captain Tom

Sullivan with the US army

Ill. Listening: America Under Attack

The following is President George W. Bush’s statement to America after 9-11.
Listen and do the exercises.

1. New Words and Expressions:

deliberate
despicable
unyielding
chaos
shatter
dent
beacon
implement
priority
precaution
harbor
condolence

2. Exercises:

1) Answer the following questions.
a. According to President George W. Bush, who are victims of 9-117

b. According to President Bush, why was America targeted?
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c. What is the United States doing and will do in the future in order to stop
terrorism?

2) Listen again and fill in the blanks.
Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very
came under attack in a series of deliberate and deadly
acts. The were in airplanes, or in their offices; secretaries,
businessmen and women, military and federal workers; moms and dads,
friends and neighbors. Thousands of lives were suddenly ended by
, despicable acts of terror.

A great people have been moved to a great nation. Terrorist
attacks can the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they
cannot the foundation of America. These acts steel, but
they cannot the steel of American resolve.

3) The following words are the vocabulary in the listening material. Choose
the appropriate word to fill in each blank. Change the form if necessary.

chaos evacuate harbor condolence

despicable implement  dent  condemn
a. The desk was a of papers and unopened letters.
b. The village was because of the danger of a flood.
c. Please accept my on your mother’s death.
d. The committee’s decisions will be immediately.
e. ltis to desert your children.
f. criminals is an offence in law.
g. The holiday has made a big __ in our savings.
h. Most people would violence of any sort.

3. Reading: My Favorite Speech

Choose one of your favorite speeches and read it aloud to your classmates. Pay
special attention to your pronunciation, tone and gesture.
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Unit Three
How the World Responded?

I . Listening. Fear of Terror

1. New Words and Expressions:

lurk

weird

stake

be braced for trouble
look over one’s shoulder

2. Exercises:

Listen to the news item and answer the following questions.
1) How will you describe the general mood of the American public after 9-117

2) In the video, different people are interviewed. How does each person
describe his or her feeling at present?

3) After learning what happened in 9-11, how do you feel about the whole
event?

Il . Reading: Responses from Britain

Pre-reading note:
Keep this question in mind while reading. What is the general mood of British
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public? Do most of them support the military action against terrorists?
Passage A

Anti-Americanism in Europe? Maybe, but there is precious little sign of it in this
morning’s Guardian/ICM poll on the British public mood in the wake of the terror
assault on America a week ago. The figures may not quite compare with current
feelings in the United States—where a Gallup poll yesterday showed 88% support
for US retaliatory military action and 91% approval of the way George Bush has
handled the crisis—but the message from this country is very clear nevertheless.

Overall, there is five to one British support for military action against those who
bombed the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, and three to one backing for
action against states that protect them. Half of us even say we are prepared to get
into a war. Mr. Bush, meanwhile, still scores a 76% approval rating over here for
his handling of the crisis.

Poll results like these always need an accompanying health warning; at such
times, people want to pull together and to feel they are saying the right thing. That
mood could change further down the line. But there is no disputing the bottom
line. On this one, Tony Blair is definitely speaking for Britain.

—Guardian, written by Leader

Exercises:

1. How many polls are mentioned in this passage? What are their respective
results?

2. How many figures are mentioned in the second paragraph and what do they
refer to?

Unit Three How the World Responded?




