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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF HUAT'AN

Huai'an, which means in Chinese the
calm of Huaihe River, was the
inhabitancy region of “ Huai
aborigines” and “Xu aborigines” in
the Zhou Dynasty. The city was then
subordinated to Wu Kingdom, Yue
Kingdom and Chu Kingdom in
succession in the spring and autumn
period and the Warring States period.
It was not until the Qing Dynasty that
the Huaiyin County was established.
The city was named Chuzhou in Sui
Dynasty and Sanyang Eparchy in the
Eastern Jin Dynasty. In the South Song Dynasty, it
was named as Huai'an Eparchy and finally as
Huai'an prefecture in the Ming and Qing Dynasty.
Huai'an has been a key communication city and
strategic town of military importance since the
ancient time. The old city of Chuzhou, boasting its
unique structure that was surviving the
2,000 years history, had been the
capital city of the eparchy since the
Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties. In
1986, the city was nominated as
Chinese National Historic and Cultural
City by the State Council.

A pattern of three conjoint parts of
Huai'an, consisting of the old city, the
new and the middle one, which claims
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the exclusive one in China, had come
into being since the Song Dynasty. An
axes, on which the Zhenhuai Tower, the
general office of the old-time river
transportation, the former yamum and
the avenue to the south city gate are
located, together with the symmetrical
tessellated streets, constitutes a typical
pattern of the prefecture city.

Huai'an boasts an agelong history and a
profound accumulated culture.
Countless cultural relics scattered
throughout the town and the
countryside. More than 100 cultural relics
presentation units have been established, 5 of which
are of national level and 19 of provincial level and
97 of city level. Not less than 4000 cultural relics,
100 of which are of national grade and 1,500 of
provincial grade, are reserved and taken care in
museums and units in the city. Huai'an
was also a center of salt administration
and transportation of the country and a
large number of merchants and
literators assembled here. A particular
water transportation culture, together
with the famous Huaiyang dishes and
good wines , makes its reputation in the
world.

Huai'an, with beautiful and diversified
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natural scenery, was extolled in a poem in
the Ming Dynasty as 'the more and more
visitors are thirsty for a tour to Wu and
Chu Kingdom, belongs to which Huai'an
1s the first place for journey. ' The Grand
Canal, the former Grand Canal, the
former the Huaihe River and Yanhe River
run through the area, together with the
tremendous Hongze Lake and other small
rivers, constitutes a sight of primitive
and simple watery region. The Hongze
Lake, the Huaihe River, the state forest
the Shaohu
Lake and the Xiaohu Lake, are all famous scenic

park ot the Tieshan Temple .,

spots.
Eminent characters such as militarists, politicians,
ideologists, literators, scientists and artists come

forth in great number from Huai'an, such as Han Xin .

a great militarist of the Han Dynasty, Liang Hongyu,
a heroine of the Southern Song Dynasty standing
against the Jin Kingdom, Guan Tianpei, a hero of
the Qing Dynasty, Mei Cheng and Mei Gao, father
and son, two famous litterateurs of the Han Dynasty,
Gong Kai and Bian Shouming, both famous painters,
Wu Chen'en, the author of 'the journey to the west',
Liu E, the writer of 'travel notes by Laocan'. There
are also modern celebrities such as Wang Yaoqing,
one of the great four master actors famous for the
female character of Peking Opera. Zhou Xinfang,
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Celadon Multi-feet Inkstone
(Sui Dynasty)

the founder of Kylin style of
Peking Opera. Hua Tianyou. a
master of statuary, Lang Jingshan,
a famous cameraman, and Wang
Dazhu and Li Gengshen. famous
educators, etc. Besides. the later
premier Zhou Enlai was born here
who spent his first years of
childhood in Huai'an

Since the opening-up to the
outside world, Huat'an witnessed a
quick economic development in
chemical industry. machinery.
textile. and metallurgy and tobacco industry. It is
also evidently privileged in the development of food
and oil, vegetable, poultry. aquatic products and
timber industry. On the basis of the traditional
waterway transportation and land transportation
network formed by 5 expressways, and added by the
completion of the new railway line, Huai'an has now
been built into the communications hub in northern
Jiangsu Province.

Huai'an, as the famous cultural city, the former
residence of outstanding celebrities. the city on the
Grand Canal, the home of Huaiyang Food, and an
ecological home, is on its way to a new stage of
development projected as stronger in economy,
prosperous in tourism industry and more ecological
in living surroundings.
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ZHENHUAI TOWER
Zhenhuai Tower is located in the center of the Chuzhou County Seat. The tower
was first established in Baoqing period of the Song Dynasty (1226 ). rebuilt in
1959. It was initially built as drinkery. then the Drum Tower in the Ming Dynasty
In the Qing Dynasty, it was named Zhenhuai Tower, expecting to calm the
Huaihe River. It consists of many brims, showing the style of primitive

simplicity
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THE OLD STELE OF THE CITY
The stele, located in the Fushikou of Chuzhou County Seat, was rebuilt in
the Ming Dynasty. It is 3 meters high, with the words “ Huaiyin City”
carved on the fa nd “the Hometown of Han Xin, the Hualyin Duke”

on the back.
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THE FORMER CITY HALL
Located in the East Street in Chuzhou County Seat, it is initially a temple
of the Song Dynasty, and rebuilt as an administrative office of Huai'an
prefecture in the Yuan Dynasty, rebuilt in the Hongwu period of the Ming
Dynasty (1370 ) and continued to be until the Qing Dynasty. There have
been more than 600 houses and only the first hall and the second hall

remain now
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UNDER-CROTCH
BRIDGE
Located in north Under-Crotch
Street in Chuzhou County Seat,
built in the Ming Dynasty,
repaired in the Tongzhi period of
the Qing Dynasty and rebuilt in
1977. The office is a timberwork
memorial archway, consisting of
a house and two S-meter high
pillars. The name is in the
memory of the Han Xin, who
chose to creep from under the
crotch of a rogue to avoid a

meaningless conflict.
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MEMORIAL TEMPLE OF
HAN XIN
Located in zhenhuai tower east road
in chuzhou county seat. Initially
built in the tang dynasty, rebuilt
separately in the ming dynasty and
1982, The temple has three houses

and a statue of Han Xin
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MEMORIAL TEMPLE OF PIAOMU
Located in Gumeili Street in Chuzhou County Seat. Built
in the Ming Dynasty. repaired in the Qing Dynasty and in
1982. Piaomu was a washerwoman who supplied a meal

to Han Xin when the latter was in trouble

b33 3 Piaomu's Grave B Piaomu Well
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