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Introduction

Bram Stoker

Bram Stoker (Bram is an unusual short form of Abraham)
was born in Dublin and educated there. In 1866 he joined
the Irish Civil Service, the people who worked for the gov-
ernment in all its offices and departments. It scemed a
rather dull life, although he was interested enough to write
some reports and books about subjects such as the work of
the law courts. In 1878 he left the civil service and became
the secretary, and later the manager, of Sir Henry Irving.
Sir Henry was the most outstanding figure in the London
theatres in the second half of the nineteenth century. He
acted and also produced plays in the theatres. His favourite
plays were Shakespeare’s; he was a famous Hamlet, Shy-
lock (in The Merchant of Venice) and Malvolio (in Twelfth
Night). But Irving also enjoyed producing and playing in
melodramas, plays which are too exciting to be believed.
They would include plays about frightening events like
those in this book. Perhaps that is where Bram Stoker first
found his interest in the vampire myths.

Dracula

Bram Stoker’s Dracula appeared first in 1897. It caught
the public interest at a time when the supernatural—ghost
stories and accounts of events that cannot be explained—
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had come into fashion. It was an immediate success, and it
was followed—and continues to be followed, thanks partly
to films and television—by very many other stories about
vampires and other “ghoulies and ghosties and long-legged
beasties and things that go bump in the night”.

Dracula was not the first story about the vampire
myths. There had been many mentions of them, and Hein-
rich Marschner’s opera Der Vampyr was popular in Ger-
man opera houses long before 1897. For one more example,
Lord Byron’s story-poem The Giaour (1813) has the lines:

But first on earth, as vampire sent,
Thy corpse shall from its tomb be rent,
Then ghastly haunt thy native place
And suck the blood of all thy race.

and all his readers would have understood the reference.

But it is to Dracula that people turn for the full taste
of the old myths. And it is the name “Dracula” that is
known (with variations in pronunciation) in nearly every
part of the world.

Transylvania

The name comes from Latin words meaning “Beyond the
forests”, but it is a real country, not an imaginary one. It
is actually in Romania today, lying between the west of
Romania and the south of Hungary. It is a mountainous
country, enclosed on the east and south by the Carpathian
Mountains and the Transylvanian Alps, in the west by the
Bihor Mountains. The people are of many origins, inclu-
ding the gipsies who play a part in the story.
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Vampires .
The belief in vampires is a very ancient one, most of all in
the Slavonic countrics such as Transylvania. Pcrhaps thc
stories came from much further east, like the Slavonic peo-
ple themselves and their languages. In the stories, the
vampire was the ghost of a dead wrongdoer. The ghost re-
turned from the grave in the shape of a huge bat and fed on
the blood of sleeping people. These people usually became
vampires themselves. So long as it could get human blood
in this way, the vampire would never die.

When Christianity came to the Slavs, the old beliefs
did not end immediately. But people added the protection
of the new religion to the old beliefs in the protective pow-
er of certain plants, especially garlic, and of fire. They
still believed that the only way to kill a vampire (and set its
spirit—in Christian times its soul—free) was to drive a
sharpened length of wood through its heart, but Christian-
ity gave the simple people the added strength of the cross,
the name of God, and the bread that a priest had blessed in
church.
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