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English for Reading, Writing and Translatio

lPart A Texti

Warm-up Questions
1. Where is your hometown?
2. What is your hometown famous for?
3. What is the history of your hometown?
4. What is the most important thing to be done in your hometown’s development?

San Francisco in the 1840’s
Johan Cruyff

During the last two years of the 1840’s, San Francisco exploded onto the world map; a
small village on America’s West Coast rose in just a few months to become a “boom” town
for gambling, drinking and violence. From the four corners of the earth, from Europe, China,
India and Australia, men met on the west coast with one aim—Gold. This was the magnet
that attracted these first settlers. -

It all started on January 24th 1848, when a workman came across gold in a river in the
Sacramento valley. Almost overnight, this discovery was known up and down the Pacific
coast, and the news of quick fortunes to be made spread rapidly eastwards with amazing
effects. Men who had previously been thought sensible and industrious left their jobs, wives,
families and homes and set out to join the rush to California. All possible routes were taken
by the forty-niners (as these pioneers came to be called), who set out to find gold; they sailed
round Cape Horn, they crossed at the Isthmus of Panama, or they traveled across the
continent along the Oregon or California Trails. And with the honest fortune-seekers came
men who were less particular as to how they made their money. It was inevitable that the
more reckless and adventurous, those who had least to lose, and those who were among the
first to jump onto the bandwagon, came off best. The common desire to get rich quickly
sparked off the violence and terrorism that swept the California gold-fields.
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Men who had given up everything became desperate in their search for wealth; they

would rob their friends of gold, jump each others’ claims, make their fortunes only to lose

them, and possibly their lives, in the gambling saloons of San Francisco. And of course, hot

on the heels of the gold prospectors came others, more practiced in the art of money-making,

like businessmen, lawyers and saloon-owners, to serve the newly-rich settlers. There

speculation in land was an easier and safer way to get rich than separating gold from dirt in

the gold-fields; and so was the job of providing whisky, women and gambling facilities for

the prospectors, usually at very high prices measured in pinches of gold.

The excitement was, however, short-lived; within a very few years the place of these

first violent settlers had been taken by ranchers and farmers, shop-owners and professional

men, who undertook in a more proper fashion the formation of the new state of California.
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come across
set out

give up
travel across
come off
spark off

on the heels of
separate from

speculation in land
in a ...fashion
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San Francisco

Sacramento
Cape Horn

Isthmus of Panama

Forty-niners
Oregon

jump a claim

&5 EXERCISES

I. Reading Comprehension
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Choose the best answer to each question.

1. attracted so many people in 1840’s to San Francisco.

A. Gambling

B. Cheap land C. Gold

2. first discovered the gold in San Francisco.

A. A saloon-owner

B. A businessman C. Professionals D. A workman

3. led to the violence and terrorism in San Francisco.

A. A desire to expand the land fast
C. Speculation in land
4. According to the passage, which of the following was easier to get rich than working

B. A desire to get rich quickly
D. Gambling and drinking

D. Free drinking
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in the gold fields?
A. Speculation in land. B. Providing services for settlers.
C. Working on a farm. D. Opening a shop.

5 contributed the most in the formation of a new California.

A. People involved in gambling and drinking

B. Newly-rich settlers and their family members
C. Gold-field owners and their workers

D. Professional men, farmers and shop-owners

Il. Getting Information
Answer the following questions in English.
1. What kind of men were the first settlers thought to be before they entered California?

2. Who came to San Francisco on the heels of the gold prospectors?

3. Why was it reckless and adventurous to join the rush to California according to the
passage?

4. Why was the excitement for the gold rush short-lived?

5. How did the men get to San Francisco on the sea?

lll. Vocabulary and Structure

A. Choose the correct word/phrase to fill into each sentence, using the proper form.

explode  previous claim
1. In June bombs in the palace destroying three rooms of arts.
2. He felt after the failure of his plans.
3. She this book in an old bookstore on Fourth Avenue.
4. Itwasa year for private companies in that city.
5. The zoo many visitors, especially school children.

6. The Institute provided all the material and he needed.
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7. We were afraid that his rude words would a fight.
8. Have you had any experience in teaching?
9. He made a lot of money at cards.

10. Both teams victory after yesterday’s game.
B. Find the opposites of the following words in the text. The first letter of each word
has been given out.

1. peace v 2. unwise s
3. lazy i 4. poverty w
5. dangerous s 6. join s

IV. Translation

A. Translate the following into Chinese.
1. become a “boom™ town for gambling and drinking

2, attracted these first settlers to California

3. This discovery was known up and down the Pacific coast.

4. They were less particular as to how they made their money.

5. Terrorism swept the California gold-fields.

B. Translate the following into English.
L /MEHRE T BHEIFR . (rob of)

2. IBEWHH BRIRIG IR T X - (spread)

3. MITEFE AT ESAPH . (set out)

4. AN SEL{H{th A5 T - (speculation in stocks)

5. BT FBEEIA/DN, RILETLIZARYH 20 A - (measure)
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V. Writing Task

Werite about your hometown in about 100 words. Try to cover the following points.
1. The location of your hometown.
2. Something special about your hometown.
3. What is the most important thing in the development of your hometown?

VI. Oral Practice

Work in pairs to talk about your hometown or the place where you live. Give a brief
presentation in English before the class.

Part B Skill Training &

A. Letter Writing (1)
1. &84

BEREAT. EHALATREAOELMMIE . WEANES . U BREH
HRERA - BITKEREFARRA, HHES BEER Eaothba 8. FEE:

Mr. Wang Bing
Foreign Languages Department
Tsinghua University
Beijing 100084, P. R. China

Mr. Robert Schofield

27 Allen Street
Seattle 4, Washington
USA.

Exercise 1

Try to write an envelop with your address on it to Mr. John Marshall, 60 Jefferson
Street, New York 2, N.Y. USA.
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2. BXHIE
EHERR LA 4 AHRE - KIENELE=M. —HEFEHUTR/HEK
1) heading EES
2) inside address {3 N HiLhE
3) salutation RAF
4) body of letter {EMIIEX
5) complimentary close £5HiE
6) signature 4

D) ERBIEEEANRLANR . #illk - BIESHE . FESH, UERREAHR. &
%—%%Eﬂﬁﬁ’ﬂ ° Zl[l:

Foreign Languages Department

Tsinghua University
Beijing 100084, China
Tel: (8610) 62785002 Fax: (8610) 62785003 fld@tsinghua.edu.cn
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2) {EAtthhl: fEYE AR AL - 40

Foreign Languages Department
Isinghua University
Beijing 100084, China
Tel: (8610) 62785002 Fax: (8610) 62785003 fld@tsinghua.edu.cn

Mr. Robert Schofield

27 Allen Street (i{Z A& fishdl)
Seattle 4, Washington

USA.

3) FRAE . AEIN AR, B ARIFREES . Dear Madam, Dear Sir, Dear Sirs,
MEXFTeEd . A[EA Y THREE . Dear Mr. .., Dear Mrs. .., Dear Miss. ..,
Dear Ms. ..
4) BMIEN : EXHHNAERREE. E5FRRET, SEMNBRILE.
5) B5HIE . KAMERIER « Yourssincerely, Cordially yours, Yours very truly,
Faithfully yours % .

6) T4 HEAEBSR WHUELACHWERRECLE. W

Yours sincerely F1¥)
(signed) (F%)
Peter Smith 37%)
Professor of Chemistry (3T

Exercise 2

Write a letter to your friend telling him or her about your English studies here. Try
to include all the six items mentioned above in your letter.
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B. Translation
Try to translate the underlined sentences in the following passage into Chinese.

Reading is thought to be a kind of conversation between the reader and the text. The
reader puts questions, as it were, to the text and gets answers. In light of this he puts forth
further questions, and so on. (1) For most of the time this “conversation” goes on below the

level of consciousness. At times, however, we become aware of it. This is usually when we

are running into difficulties, when a mismatch is occurring between expectations and meaning.
(2) When successful matching is being experienced, our questioning of the text continues at

the unconscious level.

(3) Different people converse with the text differently. Some stay very close to the words
on the page; others take off imaginatively from the words, interpreting, criticising, analyzing
and examining. The former represents a kind of comprehension, which is written in the text.
The latter represents higher levels of comprehension. The balance between these is important,
especially for advanced readers.

(4) There is another conversation which from our point of view is equally important, and
that is to do not with what is read but with how it is read. We call this a “process”
conversation as opposed to a “content” conversation. It is concerned not with meaning but
with the strategies we employ in reading. (5) If we are advanced readers, our ability to hold a
content conversation with a text is usually pretty well developed. This is not so with our
ability to hold a process conversation. It is precisely this kind of conversation that is of

importance when we are seeking to develop our reading to meet the new demands being
placed upon us by studying at a higher level.

0]

(2)

3)

)

&)




10 UNIT ONE

Part C Supplementary Reading

Vitus Bering—Across Siberia to North America
FPatricia Ackert

In 1733, the most important scientific expedition in history, up to that time, left St.
Petefsburg, Russia, to explore the east coast of Siberia and discover if Asia and North
America were joined. The scientists planned to report on everything: the geography, climate,
plants, animals, and the customs and languages of the Siberian people.

The expedition had to cross Siberia in order to reach the Pacific Ocean. Vitus Bering, the
leader of the whole expedition, left St. Petersburg with almost 600 people. The group
included a few scientists, skilled workers of all kinds, soldiers and sailors.

It took 7 years for Bering’s group to cross Siberia. They traveled mostly in flat-bottomed
boats on the rivers. Then they moved on to Okhotsk on the eastern coast. It took 2 more years
to build ships so they could explore and map the east coast.

Bering made careful plans, but there were always problems.

For example, they lost a lot of their food when one of the ships sank in a storm. But
finally, their 2 ships started for North America. They had only one summer instead of 2 years
for their explorations because of the many problems and delays. And summers are short in the
North.

There was more bad luck. There were storms, and the two ships were separated, but at
last the sailors on Bering’s ship saw mountains a short distance across the sea. This proved
that North America and Asia were two separate continents.

Their problems continued. Their water supply was low, but when the men went ashore in
Alaska, they got water that was a little salty. Many of the men were sick from scurvy, a
disease caused by the lack of vitamin C. When they drank the salty water, they became even
sicker. Then they started dying, one after another.

As the ship sailed south, back toward Okhotsk, it became lost in storms. Finally, a storm
drove it onto a small island, and the men knew their ship could not sail again. They were in a
place with no trees, but there were birds and animals for food, and fresh water to drink.
However, it was too late for many of them. Men continued to die from scurvy, and on



