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In English, many words sound quite similar, so
misunderstandings among English-speaking people are not
uncommaon.

Once a man got on a bus for New York. He hid in the
toilet, because he did not want to pay. But a passenger saw
him. She tapped the person in front of her on the shoulder
and said, “There’s a bum in the toilet. Tell the bus
driver.”

The message was passed from person to person. But
somewhere along the way, it changed. The bus driver was
told that there was a bomb in the toilet. He immediately
stopped the bus and telephoned the police. When the
police arrived, they told the passengers to get off the bus
and stay far away. Then they closed the highway. That
soon caused a 15-mile:long traffic jam. With the help of a
dog. the police scarched for two hours: Of course, they
found no bomb! _

4% : bum /bam/ n. ERX
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1.

Did a passenger se¢ a man hide in the toilet?
Yes, she did.

. What did she do then?

She told the man in front of her what she had seen
and asked him to pass the message to the driver.
What message did the driver receive and what did
he do? :

He was told there was a bomb in the toilet and he
immediately stopped the bus and telephoned the

police.

. What did the police do?

They told the passengers to get off the bus and stay
far away. Then they ciosed the highway. With the
help of a dog, they searched for two hours.

. What was the result? £

The police found no bomb, bot the closing of the
highway caused a 15-mile-long traffic jam.
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: 1 find histening very hard. What shall 1 do?
Well, 1 think you should practise a lot.
: But what shall I do first?
: You'd better listen to English on the radio or watch

o> w

English programs on TV.

: What programmes should I pick up on the radio?

: You should pick up China Radio International or
. BBC English programmes.

A: Do I have to listen to native speakers?

B: Oh, yes. The more your listen to them, the better

you’ll understand.
A: Quite often [ can’t follow the speakers.
B: When you are listening, you must try te catch the

@ »

main ideas.

A: 1 see. You mean I don’t have to know each word
exactly.

B: Yes. You should listen as a whole,. but not word

for word.
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Zhongguancun is in Beijing’s Haidian District. It is
the new centre for Chinese science and technology. It is
home to the Chinese Academy of Science-and more than
ten universities, including Beijing University and Tsinghua
University. Zhongguancun was set up as a special economic
zone in the late 1980s. It quickly became the leader of
China’s hi-tech industry. Within the next ten years, more
than a hundred scientific and high-tech companies moved
into the area. They all have their own characteristics.
They all share the spirit of creativity and scientific skill. It
is this spirit and skill that has made Zhongguancun a
success. The researchers in Zhongguancun know that they
can only reach the top if they are ready to deal with, and
learn from, failure.
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