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Analysis on Scale and Ranking System of City Wall and
Moat of the Ming Dynasty

Wang Gui-xiang
(School of Architecture, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: The last large-scale city wall and moat construction campaign in the history of China was carried out in a period from the
late Yuan Dynasty to the early Ming Dynasty lasting throughout the Ming Dynasty, and was also the largest scaled city construction
campaign by using bricks and stones in history. City wall and moat construction activities in the Ming Dynasty determined the
geographical distribution and ranks of cities in modern China and laid the foundation for the development of modern cities. This paper
systematically studied the scale and ranking situation of city walls and moats in the major area of the Ming Dynasty, with the aim to
quantify and understand the basic dimensions of city wall and moat of various grades in the Ming Dynasty and to lay the foundation for the
further research on urban history.

Key words: brick city wall; girth of city wall; rank of citys county; state and prefecture
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