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THIS IS A PLACE OF SINGING AND DANCING,
A PLACE OF GREEN HILLS,A PLACE OF WONDER,
A PLACE OF HUNDREDS OF FESTIVALS. THIS
IS AN ATTRACTIVE CULTURAL SURROUNDING AND
A RETREATFOR AN EXHAUSTED HUMAN SOUL.
QIANDONGNAN ITSELF IS AN ANCIENT SONG.

MY | <SEENE  BANE  EGNE © @
PN KSR <E [ KRS E] - b
OREBERE 1 < 4K 5 L 0 430 5 55 0




N<EBEREXIH KB

A Charming National Culture Ecological Museum
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Qiandongnan Miao & Dong Autonomous Prefecture lies in the southeast of Guizhou province.
It covers an area of 30 thousand square kilometers. There are 35 brave, diligent and zealous
nationalities in it, but the Miao and Dong make up most of the population.They inherit culture
through singing and dancing, record their history with costumes, express their feelings by
beating drums,and play Lusheng pipes to show their passion.During theirlong history,the ancient
ethnic culture,the natural ecology and the original appearance of historicalrelics have formed
a wonderful and mysterious scenery of spirits. There are beautiful mountains and rivers,unique
houses like the towering drum towers and roofed bridges; beautiful silver ornaments and delicate
embroideries, various festivals; Miao's sonorous flying songs, love songs, sweet Dong's chorus,
Pipa songs, and other songs like the unrestrained wooden drum dance and the graceful
Lusheng dance ....

There are relics of the Cambrian Period, dating back to 5 hundred million years ago; there
is a contentidyllic life here.Singing enlivens their souls,dancing strengthens their bodies, drinking
nourishes their natures.

The minorities here use their youth and lives to preserve well the wisdom and achievements
created by their ancestors; they have changed the land that had once been primitive intfo a
colorful ethnic culture museum; they firmly keep the unique culture of their ancestors that has
survived for 5000 years; they have a strong will and pleasure to inherit the ancient culture and
they enjoy a peaceful life that is aloof from the world. Here human beings and nature are in
complete harmony. The ancient Lusheng, bronze drums, Dong's chorus, and flying songs are
singing for you, and are telling you a wonderful story!

The singing and dancing will make you feel intoxicated with happiness!

The habits and customs will make you feel a deep longing.

The mountains and rivers will make you feel attracted and roam leisurely.

Every moment here is worth your savoring and treasuring.

Whenever you visit a Miao or a Dong village,whenever you enter into Qiandongnan,you can
enjoy the architecture of the Ming and Qing Dynasties,appreciate the costumes of the Tang and
Song Dynasties, see the historical relics of the Wei and Jin Dynasties,beat the Fanpai drum to
express your feelings towards their ancestors.

When you are touched by the Miao and Dong villages,you can go to Qiandongnan.You are
visiting the ancient Chiyou tribe relics, experiencing ancient culture, romance and wonderful
nature, resting your exhausted soul and returning to simplicity and nature.

Come here, My dear friends!

The wonderful land of Qiandongnan is a lyric poem, an ancient and melodious song, a
bright and colorful picture, a historical book....

This is a place of dances and songs, a place of green hills, a place of wonders, a place of
more than one hundred festivals! This is an atfractive cultural surrounding and retreat for
exhausted human souls. Qiandongnan itself is an ancient song.

This is a place woven with modern civilization and ancient cultures! It is a tourist destination
of "returning to simplicity and nature " . It is a colorful and charming ethnic culture
ecological museum ....

Come here! my dear friends!

The songs here are sweet, the wine is mellow!The scenery is charming and the life is happy!
Here there are sincere handshakes and smiles from the heart.People here express their feelings
with songs, dances and wine.

Welcome to Qiandongnan! Explore it, feel it, experience it.

the Party Secretary of the Prefecture: Head of the Prefecture:

LIAO SHAOHUA LI YUECHENG
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History has been created by social practice. Qiandongnan Miao & Dong Autonomous
Prefecture has been deeply affected by the policy to develop West China.The local government,
and the local literary and art circles have jointly organized and compiled a photo collection
called Qiandongnan—A Charming National Culture Ecological Museum. It reflects the history of
Qiandongnan. Its publication is worth congratulating, because it helps to intfroduce the ethnic
culture and beautiful scenery to the world, and it also helps our prefecture to prosper through tourism.

I'm aresearch worker on economics.It's my third time here.When | first came, | saw the dense
forests and scenery. Then | told my secretary to come here with the experts from the ministry of
forest to do research work. They put forward a proposal to develop the forest resources in a
scientific way. You can enjoy the views of the dense forest in this book.

On this piece of land of 30 thousand square kilometers, the traditional cultures are still
preserved well.l was deeply impressed by the Dong Drum Towers the first time | came.Today | still
remember clearly that | was warmly welcomed by the Miao women with songs and dances when |
came for the third time.The minorities here created their own cultures.No wonder itis called "the
biggest Ethnic Museum in the world " and " home to the exhausted human souls " by tourists at
home and abroad. The ancient ethnic customs are well preserved in Qiandongnan. What is
tfreasure? This is tfreasure. It is the treasure of the nation and of the world. Whenever | appreciate
each of the pictures and each of the poems, | taste it as history and national treasure.Generally
speaking, this book is a picture of minority history, a colorful poem of life.

The primeval natural environment,ancient minority cultures and the original historical relics
are well preserved because of the huge mountains. The ancient history and primitive mysteries
have invigorated the tourism industry.They stimulate us to look for the childhood of human beings.
We can find the origin of human beings on this land.The Balanggu ancient living fossil at Gedong
town in Jianhe county lets us move the time of the human origin back to 900 million years ago of
the Palaeozcic Era. Trilobite revealed the origin of life. The oceans of ancient times gradually
became tall mountains,forests and rivers.The first settlers-the Miao and Dong came here and built
unigue pole-supported houses, drum towers, roofed bridges,ethnic costumes and Miao's flying
songs, Dong's chorus, Lusheng dance and the Dong's operas. They record their history with
hairstyles,and wear their cultures on their bodies. Whenever we see the minority people who are
good at singing and dancing,we can't help thinking of ancient history and the desire to go back
to the ancient times.Let's take a close look at them.Here are Zhenyuan-the national cultural city
of historical renown, the town of Jiuzhou,Mount Leigong and Mount Yueliang with ecological
surroundings, the ancient castle at Longli, Xijiang Miao village with thousands of homesteads,
Zhaoxing-the No.1Dong village, Xiaohuang-the hometown of the Dong chorus, etc. There are
more than 300 festivals here,such as Miaonian festival,Sisters' festival,Sama festival,Maoren festival,
Chiguzhang festival,etc.They have become well-known festivals.If you take part in the festival,you
can enjoy a great feast of culture. If we can protect the natural and cultural resources in a
scientific way, we can change the advantages of resources intfo the advantages of economics.
When | wrote here, | couldn't help thinking about the famous poem of Liu Bowen, a prophet
in the Ming Dynasty, " Charming waters in the southern part of China, beautiful mountains in
Yunnan and Guizhou, five hundred years later, the scenery of Yunnan and Guizhou will be more
beautiful. " This illustrates that the beauty of Yunnan and Guizhou has great potential to develop.

Qiandongnan-a Charming National Culture Ecological Museum is a mixture of pictures and
poems.ltis arecreation of beauty.Each of the works is impressive,the unconstrained dancing,the
grand Lusheng gathering,Dong's chorus with thousands of singers, the wonder of cutting hair with
a sickle, the exquisite ethnic costumes, ancient trees, ancient habits and customs, ancient well
and ancient miller. All of these create the Charming National Culture Ecological Museum.

Pictures are the real history. The ancient history is waiting for you. Let's walk into Miao and
Dong villages enthusiastically and appreciate the bright pearl of the southwest of China.

YU GUANG YUAN
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The Miao,Dong,Han,Shui,Yao and other nationalities live in Qiandongnan.
People here are industrious,hospitable,brave and kind. They have created
their happy lives as well as arich and colorful ethnic history, unigque and
distinctive culture, and living styles. The festivals and gatherings,the
handicrafts and the well-preserved architecture from the Tang and Song
Dynasties form colorful and unique tourism resources.

Qiandongnan is noted as" the home to hundreds of festivals ".Over 300
festivals and gatherings are observed every year, including the Lusheng
festival,mountain-climbing Festival, sister's festival,Siyueba festival, tasting
ripening grain festival, dragon boaot festival and Miaonian festival of the Mico,
Dong--year festival, clay figurine festival, wrestling festival, Linwang festival,
Sanyuesan singing festival and Ershiping singing festival of the Dong,Duan
festival of the Shui and Panwang's day of the Yao etc.The activities include
singing.dancing, buffalo-fighting,horse-racing, playing the Lusheng,beating
the bronze drum, dragon boat racing and performing Dong opera.These
festivals illustrate the colorful living style and customs of different ethnicities'
culture and history.

The International Lusheng Festival: There are various activities here
including the fashion show of different nationality costumes, one-hundred
buffalo-fighting, traditional rooster fighting and bird fighting. It is a grand
meeting and exhibition of different ethnicities' cultures. It is a carnival festival.

Sisters' Festival: The Sisters' festival is celebrated on either February 25
or March 15 according to the lunar calendar by the youth living along the
Qingshui River.Shidong in Taijiang is a typical place to celebrate this festival.
During the occasion, Miao girls wearing their best costumes and carrying
colorful rice choose their lovers, using the rice as a hint for their love. In the
daytime, people flock to the riverbanks, roadsides and hillsides. As night
falls, sonorous flying songs,natural choruses and love songs weave
and echo far away.

Wine Customs: Wine customs are an inseparable part of minority customs.
There is a saying " Showing no respect without wine,making no feast without
wine ".People toast with wine on numerous occasions. A wine toast can be
used to congratulate someone, show respect forsomeone, welcome
someone entering a village (like the twelve village gate-blocked wine in
Langde),welcome someone entering a home,or to see someone off.Various
special celebrations also warrant a foast:a wedding alone will call for many
toasts, first to the engagement, then to marriage,independence, bridegroom
and bride mutual toasting, and if the couple is lucky, a toast to the birth of
their child.Sad events are also marked with wine toasts;at funerals there are
consoling toasts, funeral toasts,thanking foasts, soul-parting toasts and
sacrificial-ceremonial toasts.Even some everyday situations,such as making
an oath or reaching an agreement, call for wine toasts.The wine is drunk with
terra-cotta bowls on ordinary days and with buffalo horn on special occasions.
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The dazzling silver brightens the world and
also reflects an ancient nationality and their
unyielding dreams.

\;;_; L;_‘..A }b
Lﬂ\q Y

\‘:‘ .

Y




cO0O




;
‘ .Aw / *
7 Ead
» Py -
Yk‘“ (w{fq .
# 5 .
; 4 A
f % », N )
SN
2
el
£
T
" e
S #
SR
¥ g gt
iR ¥ e
P LW ; i " " AT
r SN AR
g -
" PR
it 2
e
o "
i 3

B £ MIAONIAN FESTIVAL
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Miaonian Festival is the grandest festival of the Miao people. In order to celebrate the New Year,

the Miao people in Leishan hold " Miao Culture Week " once a year. The celebration has grown into
an important event, and attracts many visitors both from home and abroad .




