MEMORIAL ARCHWAYS IN HUIZHOU DISTRICT
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A Brief Account of Memorial Archways in Huizhou

Xu Zhen-xian

Huizhou does not refer to the present Huizhou District ,nor the past Huizhou Region. It was historical
ly an administrative area,including 6 counties of Shexian, Jixi, Xiuning, Yixian and Qimen of Anhui
Province and Wuyuan of Jiangxi Province. A memorial archway ,with its local name of Pailou,is differ
ent from Minju, which could be used as a dwelling place. It is a kind of gateway,a memorial but unique
architecture. In Huizhou there were more than one thousand memorial archways before. Some were hav
ocked during the “Great Cultural Revolution”. Now there still exist 118 memorial archways. The quantity
is rarely seen elsewhere in China. So Huizhou is honored as the “Home of Paifang”,that is,the home of
memorial archways in China.

A memorial archway was generally built of wood, bricks and stones, but memorial archways of
Huizhou were almost made of stones only. Though wood and bricks were used in some few memorial arch:
ways, their main parts were still stone-made. Therefore Huizhou memorial archways belong to the catego
ry of stone carvings. They constitute an important component part of stone carvings of Huizhou.

Considering their unique value, Anhui Art Publishing House has published this book——“Memorial
Archways in Huizhou District” in the wake of the publication of “Stone Carvings in Huizhou District”,
“Wood Carvings in Huizhou District” and “Engraved Bricks in Huizhou District”. This is the work of sal

vage for the cultural heritage and is significant for historical study and art creation and appreciation.

The memorial archway evolved from the Ling Star Gate, which is also called the Heaven-heart Star.
Emperor Gao Zu of the Han Dynasty stipulated that in a sacrificial rite the Ling Star be sacrificed first.
In 1028,the 6th year of the Tian Sheng period of Emperor Ren Zong of the Song Dynasty , Jiaotai was bu
lit (architecture for worshiping heaven and earth) ,the Ling Star Gate was set up, which was later moved
to the Temple of Confucius to show respect for Confucius. But some people later thought the worshiping
of the Ling Star in the Han Dynasty was to pray for a bumper harvest year, it had nothing to do with con
fucius;and the shape of the gate was like a window sill ,hence the star gained the name of Ling (window
sill in Chinese) After the Song and Yuan Dynasties, especially after the Ming and Qing Dynasties this
kind of architectures were widely set up,not only in Jiaotai and the Temple of Confucius,but also in ordi
nary temples, mausoleums,ancestral halls,government offices, before gardens and parks,and at the road

crossings. They were more used for honoring merits and virtues,and moral integrity. The Ling Star Gate



gradually turned to be a memorial archway.

i

Memorial archways fall into 3 categories so far as their design and role are concerned:

1. Archways of symbols

An archway might be built in honor of a place as a symbol with which to educate posterity. The
Zhenbaili Archway is an example , which stands at the Zhengcun Road of the Shexian County. According
to the records of the county Zheng Qian-ling,a magistrate in the late Yuan Dynasty held several offices
in the counties of Yanling,Qimen,Chunan and Xiuning and was deeply loved and respected by people for
his moral integrity. After his death people named him “Mr. Zhenbai” (which means chastity in Chinese)
. His residence was named “Zhenbaili”. And then the Zhenbaili Archway was built. The Gaoyangli Arch
way is another example which was built to glorify the Xu Family,a prominent family in Huicheng. “The
Memorial Archway of Old Ziyang Academy of Classical Learning” is of the same kind. The Ziyang Acade
my of Classical Learning”is the place where Zhu Xi,a famous scholar of the Song Dynasty gave lectures.

2 Archways of ‘merits and virtues

Memorial archways of this category may be divided into 2 kinds;some were built to show official ti
tles and achievements in official careers,and some were built to mark achievements of the imperial exami
nation system. -

The Memorial Xu Guo archway is the typical example of the first kind. Xu Guo was a man from
Huicheng of the Ming Dynasty. He became an offical in 1655,and was sent on a mission to Korea. After
holding some other important offices,he was granted permiscion to return to his native place. An z:rchway
was built in his home town commending his meritorious deeds.

The Jiang Family Shike Archway and the Wu Family Shike Archway are examples of the second
kind,which were built to glorify the ancestry ,uphold and encourage learning.

3. Archways of moral integrity

Some memorial archway of this category were founded to commend loyalty of officials,some were
set up to praise filial sons and chastity of women.

Two just and loyal officials of the Ming Dynasty ,Jiang Ying-xiao and Jiang Bing-qian were framed
by eunuchs and died of indignation and worry. When Emperor Chong Zhen ascended the throne, the
Memorial Archway of Diao Xju Chong Guang (reenjoying honor and glory) was established to redress
their mishandled case and,indicate their rehabilitation.

The typical archways in praise of filial sons are The Filial Son Bao Peng-chang Archway and Cixi
aoli (Cixiao . kindness and filiality) Archway.

Bao Peng-chang lived in the Qing Dynasty. The story goes that he went a thousand miles to look for
his fathr,and cut his own flesh to help cure the disease of his mother. Bao Shi-sun and his father Bao



Zong-yan lived in the Yuan Dynasty. Father and son were seized by bandits. The bandits threatened to
kill one of them. Both offered death to save the other. The bandits at last set both of them free.

The Filial Son Bao Peng-chang Archway was established in 1774 ,the 39th year of the Qianlong peri
od. The CiXiaoli Archway was perhaps set up after 1353 ,the 13th year of the Zhiyuan period of the yuan
Dynasty. .

Memorial archways were not built for dwelling or worshipping god. Their role was to propagate feu
dal moral principles and uphold the order of feudal society. Every chastity archway has a history of blood
and tears of a woman. Anyway memorial archways are a historical existence, their historical value can
not be denied. Srnce all of them were exquisitely designed and engraved,their astistic value. can neither
be negated. Hence preserve and study them,and publish a book about them is necessary and meaningful.

v

Some memorial archways were made of 2 columns with a single interval,some were made of 4
columns with 3 intervals. The Memorial Xu Guo Archway is in fact a formation of 2 four-column and
three-interval archways piled together. So it is called the “Eight-foot Archway”. There is a square memori
al archway at the head of the Fengke Village, which was actually formed of 4 one-interval archways
closed together. The shape and form of these two memorial archways are unique in Huizhou,and perhaps
are not to be seen in other places of China. ;

The stone columns of memorial archways are usnally 7 to 8 metres high,some are even as high as
10-odd metres. On these columns were put many structures of stone carvings. To consolidate them some
propping stones called“Yizhu shi”were erected around the basement of stone columns. These propping.
stones were charmingly carved into shapes of fans,clouds,drums,creeping or sitting lions.

Some square or round crossbeams were erected at the place, 3 to 5 metres high above the ground.
The slates on the crossbeams wére used to engrave writings. The writings usnally included- inscriptions -
(with big characters) telling who built the archway,and why it was built. If a memorial archway was
built, with permissior:n granted by the emperor,then a shrine would be set up on the archway in which
there was a small slate with such words written on,as “En Rong” (honor granted by the emperor),
“Sheng Zhi” (imperial edict)and “Chi Ming” (emperor’ order).

To protect the writings from erosion by rain or snow,a small atticwas built on top of the archway.
The attic was locally called“lou”. ’

Memorial archways were the target where stone carvers, vied with each other in showing their tal
ents. The carvings;differenf in style were finely done,some were plain and simple ,some were exquisite,
some were elegant and graceful. The carvers created their own “carving language”. Metaphors, symbols
and other devices were used The pine and crane stood for longevity,the jumping carp for the good result

achieved at the imperial examination,deer for higher wages, 2 magpies for double happiness.
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