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Leisure Practices and Tourism
Development in China:
Present and Future Trends

Geoffrey Godbey, USA
(Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Management,

The Pennsy lvania State University, USA)

Abstract; Leisure and tourism have become important parts of Chinese life for those liv-
ing within urban areas. In many ways, leisure is an ideal that must be almost completely rein-
terpreted within Chinese life. Chinese people, after all, think differently than do Westerners,
so Western models of leisure will need re—definition by Chinese. In shaping tourism and leis-
ure within Chnese realities, a number of issues are critical including: Environmental degrada-
tion, carrying capacity and crowding, gridlock endless traffic jams, increased Chinese interna-
tional travel, developing tourism in leisure cities or tourism districts, rural to urban migra-
tion, and the extent to which newly constructed housing provides for leisure.

Key words: leisure; tourism; leisure cities; tourism districts; housing

It is a pleasure to return to Beijing and meet old {riends as well as make
new ones, Before beginning my talk, I want to acknowledge Madam Ma Hui-
di, Director and Distinguished Researcher at the Center for Leisure Studies,
Chinese Academy of Art. Ma Huidi has played a key role in introducing the
study of leisure to China. It has been my pleasure to know her and learn from

her. Recently, she was inducted into the Academy of Leisure Sciences. the
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