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Preface

Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11t Central Committee of CPC, China
has been coming into a new age of all-round reform and opening towards the
outside, including education. In 1985, the Central Committee of CPC issued the
“Decision about Education System Reform”, and put forward the important

“ education has to serve socialist construction, and socialist

guideline that
construction has to rely on education”. This Decision also summoned the whole
party, society and nations take practical measures, put educational strategic status
into effect, speed up educational reform and development. This brought educational

development to a new spring.

Since the middie 1980s when it was established, Shanghai Institute of Human
Resources Development (SIHRD) of Shanghai Academy of Educational Sciences
(SAES) has taken the guidelines that educational research work has to be actively
involved in national education programs and to serve the whole country while
working for the Shanghai Municipality. Starting from the research about demand
and supply of manpower forecast and educational planning in Shanghai, STHRD positively
participated in the macro research of national education reform and development. In 1988,
SIHRD undertook the research project “Certain Problems about the Educational
Development and re form in China” which was entrusted by the educational working
group of the State Council. This was the first strategic research paper about
national education development fulfilled by the educational research institutes in

China at that time. Since 1988, entrusted by the Department of Finance of the
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Ministry of Education (MOE), SIHRD has completed “the Annual Development
Report about FEducation Expenditure of China”. Every year, the report has
systematically analyzed and appraised the national and provincial education expenditures,
bringing about the widespread attention from the academic circles and society at large.
Entering the 1990s, entrusted by some departments from the Ministry of Education and
other ministries under the State Council, SIHRD has undertaken and completed many
significant research programs in the areas of educational planning, education administrative

system reform, education expenditure and finance as well as education policy.

SIHRD's reports on various national perspectives have interested many
international organizations and agencies. From 1990, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP,
the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and the APEC successively
commissioned SIHRD to undertake over 10 research projects, such as “ Basic
Education and National Development : China’s Experience over 40 Years”, “Case
Study on Fund Using Efficiency of Primary Education in Rural Areas”,
“Research on Cost and Finance of Basic Education in Rural Areas in China”,
“Research on Education Financial Transfer Payment of Compulsory Education”
and so on. These initial research papers have played an important role in cooperating
with international organizations in education and improving the macro management

in Chinese education.

Coming into the new century, SIHRD has been further expanding its research
areas in macro educational domain, and has put more resources in consultative
research about the national important educational issues. In 2001, SIHRD
completed many topical studies about the education development planning in the 10t
five-year period, such as “Research on Scale, Structure and Conditions o f Higher
Education Development During the 10% Five-year period ”, “ Building an
Intersection between Vocational and Technical Education and General Higher

Education” and so on. In 2002, SIHRD, as one of the main institutions,
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participated in and completed the first national report on education and human
resources development, that is, “Stride from a Country of Tremendous Population
toa Country of Profound Human Resources”. In the recent three years, with
guidelines of the strategies of “invigorating the country through science, technology
and education” and “strengthening the nation with human capital”, SIHRD has
completed a series of important research projects, such as“Research on Aims and
Objectives of National Educational Development During the 11% Five-year Period
and in 20207, “Research on Equilibrium development of Compulsory Education
During Enhancing Quality Education”, “Research on Educational Development in
New Socialist Countryside”, “Basic Construction of Educational Modernization in
China”. These research reports put forward the phased goal, the guaranteeing
condition and policy suggestions about system innovation of education development

and human resources exploitation in the future 15 years.

We passionately expect that these research achievements included in this book
are inspiring and helpful to educational administration departments, educators and

research professionals in further advancing education reform and development.
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