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PREFACE

The Chinese sculpture plays a very important role both in Chinese culture and
worldwide art field. The sculpture of our country has developed into extensive
and profound with its unique style since the ancient time.

Chinese modern sculpture developed at the beginning of 20th century. Firstly
itreferenced from France, then influenced by the former Soviet Union. However,
Chinese sculptors unsatisfied with just learning from Europe, they were keen to
combine the Chinese intrinsic art elite with the art style of Europe. The elder
generation of Chinese sculptors followed the principles of the realism, at the
same time; they also keep their own art style.

After 1980, modern sculpture has grown strongly with the development of
China's opening and reform as well as our national economy improved and
people's conception updated. Now the sculpture art has entered a prosperous
stage where the mainstream coexists with colorful branches, the abstract art grows
with the concrete, the traditional blends with the innovation. So the old, the middle-
aged and the young sculptors all find their field of development. Today, the old
generation of sculptors like us has formed mature personal styles after more than
50 years of practice and exploration. Therefore, they can be said to be the steady
force of art. As the backbone of the national art field, the middle-aged group has
been trained strictly. Most all of them have wide thought and bold creation. They
showed their development in both the abstract and the concrete arts which high-
lighted their leading position despite presenting some immaturities. The young
artists, led by the middle-aged, are more freely. They admire current European
fashions while have little knowledge of national arts. Generally, they are at the
stage of growing up. However, it is surprising and delightful that some "black



horses" emerged among them. At the meanwhile, we should see that the artistic
decoration sculpture made big progress in side of jade, wood, stone, root, pot-
tery and so on. It can not only enrich the sculptural art in artistic language and
scope, but also make the art be closer to common people's life.

Now, the sculpture in our country is developing at the high tide. The excited
news comes that the Selected Works of Chinese Contemporary Sculptors will be
published by the Sculpture Committee of China National Crafts and Fine Arts
Academy. They pick up a group of contemporary sculpture works and plan to
publish them in form of special serial books. It provides both the realism and
historical significant for Chinese sculpture's development.

Firstly, publishing the books will enrich China's art treasure-house. Though
some sculptors have showed their works at exhibitions or in newspapers and
magazines, the impact is limited. The books will make the works immortalized in
history and passed down to the later generations.

Secondly, the publication of the books will show people the contributions of
Chinese sculpture since the reform and opening. It can greatly improve the ex-
changes between China and other countries in sculpture field.

In addition, publishing these books will provide home and abroad sculpture

lovers colorful and high-level editions' sculpture book.

Qian Shaowu
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Describing Fragrance with clay

Art is so marvelous. It can enrich and improve people's heart as well as purify people's soul. The communication
between people only needs art without language. Art pursuits and creates truth, kind and beauty. Our life is full of miracles
and happiness for the art's sake.

That was an early winter morning; the cold wind didn't drive away the radiant sun shinning. The fresh air brought me to
an old lady's side in Tsinghua University. She wore a cyan coat with white hair and fine-featured face. She was ZhangRunzi
who I had never seen before, but knowing her early for her famous clay works.

Her good friends and relatives finance her to publish the album in order to record these invaluable works that is hard to
keep too long. She was so modest; even she asked me whether her later works could be added to the album as well as her
works deserves being published.

Actually, I'm not the expert of clay. The reason why she trusted me so much is that we have common ideal and pursuit
in art. She enjoys my works so much, we had communicated with each other by our works.

I saw her works in a small house within 10 square meters. Her works that were put into 5 or 6 cabinets seems like
fairies, varied and amazing. What make Ms. Zhang who is grave sicken and has never been trained professionally create
so wonderful art world?

The expert said that her works is different from others. It not only references overseas elite but also embodies her own
style.

The style of ZhangRunzi's works has a little change during her late years for she has learned more about the essence of
clay. Her works included figure of Buddha of DunHuang, characters of rock picture, the contemporary model's feature
and the characters of world famous fairy tale. Therefore, the style of her works during the time of late 1980 until middle
1990 embodied more concise and powerful. We can not help thinking that if they are enlarged or made of stone and
mood, they would be regarded as a remarkable sculpture. She abandoned her original way in using the color, trying to use
little color and even without color to express her ideal in her works. Without saying her ideal has melted with the fragrance
of clay. ZhangRunzi's works would be the valuable treasure in the history of China contemporary clay.

Album is published eventually. ZhangRunzi who are genius, simple, kindness, graciousness, humility and with Chinese
traditional virtues and her works showed the harmonious world to the people again. I firmly believe that this album can not
only bring people enjoyment but also make people gain some significance inspiration.

I profoundly hope professor ZhangRunzi could enjoy her peaceful and happiness life which is brought by art as usual.
And I also wish her life is full of aroma for the art's sake.

Wang Xiaohui: Fine Art College of Tsinghua University
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Nu Wa creates human being/Clay
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Dance figurines/Red clay
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Fire Pot/Black, red, brown clay
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To seek nature and
homel iness/Red,

Black clay










