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3 ¥ To the Teacher

Many years ago, I attended an ESL workshop in which
the presenter asked a full audience, “How many of
you read the To the Teacher at the front of the text?”
Two participants raised their hands. Since that time,

I have begged my publishers to release me from this
responsibility, but have always been overruled.

As a teacher, you can form a clear first impression of
this book. Flip through the pages. Will the format appeal
to your students? Look carefully through the table of
contents. Are most of the structures and contexts that
your program has established included in the text?
Thumb carefully through a few units. Will the activities
and exercises, the support, the pace be appropriate
for your students? If you wish, you can even read the
rest of To the Teacher below.

English in Action is a four-level core language
series for ESL/EFL students. It is a comprehensive
revision and expansion of The New Grammar in Action.
The popularity of the original edition delighted us,
but we heard the same requests over and over: “Please
include more readings and pronunciation,” and “Could
you add a workbook?” In planning the revision, our
publisher threw budgetary concerns to the wind and
decided to produce a four-color, redesigned version.
The revision also allowed us, the authors, an oppor-
tunity to refine the text. We are writers, but we are
also teachers. We wrote a unit, then immediately
tried it out in the classroom. Activities, tasks, and
exercises were added, deleted, and changed in an
on-going process. Students provided daily and honest
feedback.

This first book is designed for students who have
had little exposure to English, including new arrivals or
adults who have lived in the United States for many years,
but never formally studied English. The text assumes
that students are literate in their native language.

The units in Book 1 branch from self, to school,
family, home, jobs, and community. The contexts are
everyday places and situations. The units build gradually,
giving students the vocabulary, the grammar, and the
expressions to talk about the situations and themselves.
Students see, hear, and practice the language of everyday
life in a great variety of exercises and activities. Because
this is the first book and students are unsure of them-
selves, there is ever-present support in the form of gram-

mar notes, examples, vocabulary boxes, and so on. By
the end of Book 1, students should feel comfortable
talking, reading, and writing about their lives using
basic English phrases and sentences.

Each unit will take between five and seven hours
of classroom time. If you have less time, you may need
to choose the exercises you feel are the most appropriate
for your students. You can assign some of the activities
for homework. For example, after previewing Writing
Our Stories, students can write their own stories at
home, instead of in class. The short descriptions that
follow give you an idea of the sections in each unit.

Finally, the book comes with an audio component.
You need the audio program! The listening activities
in the units are motivating and interesting. They pro-
vide other voices than that of the teacher. We have
encouraged our adult students to buy the book/audio
package. They tell us that they listen to the audio at
home and in the car.

Dictionary

Each unit opens with a one- or two-page illustrated
Dictionary. Students are asked to listen and repeat
each item. All teachers realize that one repetition of
vocabulary words does not produce mastery. Ask stu-
dents to sit in groups and study the words together.
Stage spelling bees. Play word bingo. Look for the
same items in the classroom or school environment.
Students must also study the words at home.

Active Grammar

Three to six pages of structured exercises present and
practice the grammar of the unit. This first book inte-
grates the new vocabulary and the grammar through-
out all the activities in the unit. At this level, grammar
mastery is not the goal, but rather an introduction to

the basic structures of English and a feeling of comfort
and security in the new language. As students progress
through this section, they will find a variety of supportive
features. Artwork and photos illustrate the context clearly.
Answer boxes show the verbs or nouns to use in the an-
swers. For many of the exercises, the entire class will be



working together with your direction and explanations.
Other exercises have a pairwork icon 8 — students can
try these with a partner. You can walk around the class-
room, listening to students and answering their questions.

Pronunciation

Within the Active Grammar section is an exercise that
focuses on pronunciation. These are specific pronuncia-
tion points that complement the grammar or vocabulary
of the lesson, such as plural s, contractions, numbers,
and syllables.

Working Together

For these one to two pages, students work in groups, try-
ing out their new language with cooperative tasks, such
as writing directions to the local hospital, interviewing
partners, writing conversations, or arranging a person’s
daily schedule. Be prepared—students will make lots of
mistakes during the practice. This exploration of the
language is an important step in gaining comfort and
fluency in English. If your students represent several
different languages, group students with classmates who
speak a language other than their own.

The Big Picture

This is our favorite section. It integrates listening, vocab-
ulary, and structure. A large, lively picture shows a partic-
ular setting, such as a restaurant, a doctor’s office, or an
electronics store. Students listen to a short story or con-
versation, and then answer questions about the story, fill
in exercises, review structures, or write conversations.

Reading

A short reading expands the context of the lesson. We
did not manipulate a selection so that every sentence fits
into the structure presented in the unit! There are new
vocabulary words and structures. Teachers can help ESL
readers learn that understanding the main idea is pri-
mary. They can then go back over the material to find
the details that are interesting or relevant. If students
can find the information they need, it is not necessarv
to master or look up every word.

Al

Writing Our Stories

In this writing section, students first read a paragraph
written by an ESL student or teacher. By using checklists
or fill-in sentences, students are directed to brainstorm
about their own schools, families, jobs, etc. Students then
have an opportunity to write about themselves. Several
teachers have told us about the creative ways they share
student writing, including publishing student magazines,
designing a class Web page, and displaying stories and
photos taken by their students.

Practicing on Your Own

This is simple: it's a homework section. Some teachers
ask students to do the exercises in class. Another sugges-
tion for homework is the audio component. Ask students
to listen to it three or four more times, reviewing the vo-
cabulary and the exercises they did in class. Our students
tell us that they often write the story from the Big Picture
as a dictation activity.

Looking at....

We can't claim any pedagogical theory for this section.
We found it a convenient place for forms, math problems,
or interesting information we located about the topic as
we were writing the units.

Grammar Summary

Some teachers wanted this summary at the beginning of
the unit; others were pleased to see it at the end. Use this
section if and when you wish. Some students like to see
the grammar up front, having a clear map of the develop-
ing grammar. We have found, though, that many of our
students at this beginning level are confused with a
clump of grammar explanations at the beginning of a
unit. There are small grammar charts as needed through-
out the unit. The ending summary brings them together.

I am sure we will be revising the text again in three or
four vears. We will be gathering your input during that
time. You can always e-mail us at www.heinle.com with
vour comments, complaints, and suggestions.
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Dic’cl’onary: People and Places

4| A. Listen and repeat.

A: Hello. My name is Carlos.

B: Hi, Carlos. I'm Esperanza. Nice to meet you.

A: Nice to meet you, too.

2 UNIT 1



4] B. Listen and repeat.

child children

Nice to Meet You 3



