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The Colorful World of Light and Shadow of Wang Enyuan

——on the Photo Anthology Zhoucun Xinzi

The publication of photography anthology Zhoucun Xin
photographer Mr. Wang Enyuan’s is a joy to make perfec—
tion more perfect when the Third “Land Port™ Tourism
Culture Festival opens.

Wang Enyuan has devoted himself to professional pho-
tography for almost thirty years. Time and genius are two
necessary conditions to make a genuine artist. In an age full
of counterfeits, it is of extraordinary meaning for us to probe
into the micro world of a true artist. Enyuan is an introvert
with few waords, but his slight body carries a rich inner

world. Wang Enyuan is son of a farmer, and he must have
a colorful and rich inier world. 1 once guessed from my own
experience. the achievement of a person must be closely
related to his childhood experience. Photographer Mr. Wang
Enyuan proved my opinion again. In childhood our genera—
tion lived a poor life, hut we lived naturally. Being natural
is a person’ s natural and is the hotbed for the budding of
e played with
After class. he must have

all arts.
cameras made with hard pape
“taken photos” in a pretended serious manner. Then he
would give “photos” to his classmates which are drawn with
pencil. His classmates may feel being uglified and then there
would be an uproar of good-willed chasing and frolicking.
Maybe in games the foundation of a photographer has been
laid for Wang Enyuan. So, many coincidence converge 10~
wards one certainty. In 1975, as a graduate from senior high
school. Wang Enyuan chosen as a film projector by the
Communist Party Committee of Nanving Commune. He took

In childhood, Wang Enyuar must ha

time. At thal time. slides had to

a real camera for the fi
be shown before the showing a film and had to be made
with photo negatives. So, with a heavy “Seagull” camera,
he trudged around both banks of Xiaofu River and took
photos of all the scenery he had wanted to take, Then at
night, he covered the door and windows of his room and

use pots and jars for food to develop photos. Then his

Sun Fangzhi

country fellows would be able to enjoy with great interest the
slides made by Wang Enyuan, a farmer’ s son In 1977,
College Entrance Examination was resumed affer the Gang
wuan was admitied into
Zibo Commerce School after taking the e
photography
showed his superiority in study over the rest of the class
perience which

Four was cracked down. Wang
m and he chose

s his major without any hesitation. He soon

he had had some practical "photography”
no one in his class can match him. As his classmates didn't
know what a camera is, he was already very proficient in
operating darkroom. His teacher asked him to keep the key
to the darkroom. which facilitated his study of photography
even further. After two vears’ study in Zibo Commerce
School. Wang Enyuan finished his dramatic change from
taking photos to making artistic photography works. Ilis

school recruited him as a teacher of photography. He was

the only one to stay at the school as a teacher. Soor, he was
admitted into Shandong Industrial Arts Institute to further
his study on his beloved photography. Later. he was {rans-

mitted to Zhoucun Culture Center to work as a professional

photographer and instruct amateur photographe:
In the thirty
silently immersed himsell into his world of light and shadow.

vears of photography work, Wang Enyuan
He is always ready to caleh wonderful moments of life with
his
that first touched me deeply. In the limited space of the

arp eyes. It was one of his photos called “the Labor™

photo. an elderly bowed his body to hold an old curving-

handled wood plough. and he was almost flat on the ground
when he tried his utmost 1o push the wood plough. In the
autumn sunshine, sweat was dancing on the bare back of the
man and the protruding blue veins are so clear as to he
counted. A plot of stirred black soil gives off the [ragrance
of the countryside. At that moment. I thought of the tie
between my father and me, between my home town and my
phatographic work that |

country folks. It was after 1




looked at Wang Enyuan with a new cve. After that |
always invited me to share his happiness with him every time
liis works won some awards, A Withered Tree Coming

back to Life Again” is a milestone of Enyuan’s photographic

career. which is superb in both photographic skills and

thought connotation and cultural basis. Then the following

works are his steady key steps on his way toward the peak

of his art carees

“A Torched is Passed”. “Hong Kong

Comes ome”, pring Comes”™. These ¢ works of
photographic art have been well received, whether shown in
Bei

Minister of Culture to be exhibited in various places over the

national photographic exhibition i

ing. or chosen by the

world. Wang Enyuan has chosen photography as his career.
and photography made him outstanding. Now. he is Presi—

dent of Zhoucun Photographers’ Association. Vice President

of Zibo Photographers’ Association. He has been chosen as a
top notch professional talent of Zhoucun District for three

times in a run. At the same time, he is a member of the

People’ s Political Consultative Conference of hoth Zhoucun
District and Zibo City.
On his way

to pursue the arl peak. Enyuan cares more

about serving the society and the common people. For twenty
vears, he has educated and motivated one group of photog—
raphers after another and helped to keep the photographic art
of Zhoucun District in a leading position of the whole city.
Every time an important evenl or meeting occurs, e is to be
seen carrying a camera busy shooting. This job helped Wang
Enyuan in another way and he had shot all the important

historical events of Zhoucun District over twenly vears. Zhoucun

Xinzi is a realistic record of Zhoucun's unique folk art with

his camera from 1985 to 2006, Zhoucun xinzi is the crysal-

lization of Zhoucun people’s wisdom, and is a special artis—

tic fruit of Chinese folk art. Having ori
and Qing Dy
s business activities, Zhoucun Xinzi las a long-|

inated during Ming

st

. the most prosperous period of Zhoucun®

sting artis—
tic life and has become a unique cultural spectacle.

Wang
Enyuan’s camera recorded the grand spectacle of Xinzi per—
forming during Lantern Festival celebration at Zhouaum since
195

5. Now, he treasures several hundreds of photos of Xinzi,

and these are his treasure, and that of Zhoucun people:
Inspired by the success of Zhoucun Communist Party and

Zhoucun People” s Government in hold the “Land Port”™
Tourism Culture Festival, occurred to him the idea of pub-

lishing these unique photos in his keepsake to serve Zhoucun

people. Last autumn. he asked for my opinion about pub-
lishing the photography anthology Zhoucun Xinzi. After
I

couldn” t agree more. At the same lime he also got the

listening to his description of necessity and feasibility

support of Mr. Li Jiayu, Director of Propoganda Department
of Zhoucun Commur

st Party. Director Li gave a constructive

suggestion that the publication of Zhoucun Xinzi be listed
into the content of the Third “Land Port™ Tourism Culture

Festival of China (Zhoucun). On a regular meeting of the

organization committee of the Culture Festival held on Mar.
IS this year, Mr. Cong Xigang, the director of the organi

ing commitiee and the chief of Zhoucun people’s Governiment,

gave his instruction. He stressed about the “uniquencss” of
Zhoucun Xinzi and appraised the idea of turning performing
art into culture products. As the author. Wang Enyuan is
appreciative of the support ofethe district leaders and felt {he
akingly put his mind and heart into

pressure so as 10 pains

Zhoucun Xinzi. To enhance the cultural atmosphere, he asked

his daughter who is going to graduate from Chinese Lan-
guage and Literature Department of Qufu Normal University
10 write for each photo Chinese traditional poems and simple
explanation of the stories performed, which has really made
perfection more perfect. Though Enyuan told me time and
gain that these photos

cannot be counted as photographic

art but just the record of a period of Zhoucun' s cultural
history. | felt the dual function of cultural impact and hi

torical record. No doubt, the publication of Zhoucun Xinz

ars. 1" m

a phenomenal cultural evet of Zhoucun in recent y

sure Zhoucun Xir

/i, with its charms. will spread the unique

culture of Zhoucun farther and have a positive social influence.

This is also a prefa

In May 2006 in Zhoucun




At

Lengend of White Snake
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Bai Suzhen and Xiaoging are one-thousand years’ old snakes. One thousand
vears ago @ litlle cowboy saved thie white snake so they came to the world
to seek for the real love. In the West Lake in Hangzhou, Bai Suzhen and
Xuxian fell in love with cach other at the first sight. Because of Xiaoging
s hielp, Bai Suzhen and Xuxian became @ happy couple and Bai Suzhen bom
a boy. But Fahai~the monk of Jinshan temple beat Bai suzhen and put her
under the Leifeng Tower.
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2004 FRHHE  In 2004 QianJin Community
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Lengend of White Snake
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Xu Xian Visits the Lake
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When visiting the West Lake, Xuxian falls in love with Bai Suzhen at the
first sight. and at last he marries her.
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In 1988 Qianlin Village




