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Preface

It has been nearly one year since my close friend
Chen Yifei left us. In the past year, his friends miss
him all the same. Except feeling sad for his departure,
they also respect and admire his contribution to our
society during his life.

Our this generation of person have experienced
the huge social transformation. In this great earth —
shaking revolutionary process, we have offered up own
youth and the complete energy. Chen Yifei was just
the vanguard and representative of his generation. He
was one of the first group of people who left China
for America to study after the Cultural Revolution.
And he encountered enormous difficulties in spreading
Chinese art in the exotic land. Then he returned to
pursue further artistic development. He expanded his
artistic exploration not only into drawing but also into
the potential of visual expression. With his unremitting
efforts and unparalleled imagination, he has made
monumental contribution to the development of Chi—
nese art.

In the late 20th century 60’s,we got to know

each other and became good friends for decades. In
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the summer of 1982, when he first came back from
American, Yifei and I visited a lot of country—sides of
the South to collect materials for his painting. Finally,
we went to ZhouZhuang by a motor sailboat. He was
deeply moved by Zhouzhuang’s simple and serene
beauty. He took many photos, which were put on his
show in NY the next year. These pictures helped to
introduce Zhouzhuang——the real Venice in the
East— to the world. Later, Dr. Armand Hammer
bought Chen’s oil painting “Hometown Recall”"and
presented it as a most precious gift to Deng Xiaoping.
From then on, the unknown water town became far
mous at home and abroad.

At the first anniversary of his departure,
Zhouzhuang’s people didn’t forget Chen’s contribu—
tion for Zhouzhuang and compiled the book “Yifei
and Zhouzhuang” to spread the legend between Yifei
and Zhouzhuang. It is the best commemoration to
Chen Yifei and I believe the readers will be moved a—

gain by his life and contributions.

Yang Mingyi in Beijing
2006.3.14
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22 Years Legend

between Yifei and Zhouzhuang

The Acquaintance

It was dusk in the early summer of 1982, the an—
cient township of Zhouzhuang was quiet and filled
with fragrance of flowers. An old woman washing
clothes by river was attracted by the approaching sound
of a motor sailboat. She stood up and saw three young
men with drawing boards and cameras, which she had
seldom seen. They were coming excitedly along the
flagstone road. The old woman wondered who they
were and what they would do. Then she dried her
hands with her apron and awoke her husband who was
dozing off in a cane to see.

20 years later, the granny in her eighties, who
have learned to say “Welcome to Zhouzhuang! ~ to
foreigners in English at the door of her teahouse, still
remembered the event clearly. One of the young men
just was Chen Yifei, and he was the benefactor who
brought the wealthy and happy vife to the people at
Zhouzhuang!

When ChenYifei came to Zhouzhuang for the
first time he was only 37 years old, talent and ambi—
tious. No sooner than he arrived at Zhouzhuang did

he regard it as his second hometown and immerse
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himself in the exciting exploration of the discovery af—
ter a six—hour journey by sea.

What he saw at Zhouzhuang reminded him of his
hometown where he spent his childhood: light smoke
curling up from chimneys, darkish stone road, and
old—style houses in the setting sun, the faint boat row—
ing from the sea and the indistinct field in the dusk---
He was struck by the simple beauty of the countryside
in the south. And it brought memories of his home—
town in his childhood. Yifei left his hometown in
Zhejiang for Shanghai when he was a boy. The mem—
ory about his hometown has become fainter but the
love for it has been becoming deeper.

“I still remember, there was a little river in front of
my home. Mother took me to Shanghai from there.”

However, the fast development in his hometown
has destroyed all of its peace and simplicity. But
Zhouzhuang is just the hometown in his memory. He
was deeply moved by the simple and unsophisticated
scenery here.

Chen Yifei was one of the first group of students
who were sent to study abroad after the opening—up
in early eighties in China. When he came to Zhou~—
zhuang he was studying for his Master degree in arts in
New York Hunter university in U.S.. Although he
had created many oil paintings such as “Eulogy of the
Yellow River”. “Seizing of the Presidential Palace” .
“Thinking of History from My Space”, and enjoyed
fame at home and abroad, he had been exploring
painfully for better subjects and styles. He often talked

with friends at home and sought their suggestions. It is
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