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Personal Statement

It might be a God’s favour that I began to enjoy painting since my childhood. I
have been dreaming to become a painter or a writer as I am growing up. With the
passing of time, I could no longer walk a girl’s graceful paces, but have been painted
more and more. And therefore I had chances to host my own exhibition of paintings,
which has finally accomplished my childhood dream.

Despite my outer gentleness and gracefulness, I have a strong determination to do
what I have decided, even with the overcoming of various trials and tribulations, for
which I was always gaining well-meant mocks from my elder brother. Although I seem
to have a little intelligence in arts, [ am still immature and natve in dealing with people.
Fortunately I am not the one to pursue personal fame and material gaining. Painting or
pottery is just to satisfy my own interests.

I have a strong adherence towards aestheticism and belief in sincerity. I would
earnestly like to experience, cultivate and reproduce beauty in my life.
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My Pottery Workshop

It was on a morning in the early spring of 2002 when I returned to my hometown on
the south bank of the Yangzte River, just about 100 metres from the dyke and 20 kilometres
from the urban area of Wuhan. I went up to the head of the village, and told him that I was
thinking of building a house of my own there. I didn’t know if I could have a piece of land
for it. After a time of twists and turns, I eventually found a place I was longing for. However,
the villagers told me later that it was quite a coincidence that the place was just where my
original family house was located.

Actually I was in extremely low spirits during that period, and I could do nothing but
punish or console myself (my bad habit). Just then, one of my relatives told me that there
was an old house for sale, and my elder brother also took the chance to persuade me, and
thus I decided to buy that old house instead of establishing a new one. The old house had
three rooms with an area of 100m? What I should do was just to design and decorate the
house.

I asked the workers to remove the tiles and have some fir wood laid on the roof beams,
which were then covered with asphalt felts and tiles. I had the walls between the rooms
broken through and made room for a 60m? pottery workshop. To remind me of a small attic
in my childhood memory, I designed a 60m? attic of pinewood, with stairs connected to the
workshop. The light in the attic would help a lot in my oil paintings, and thus the attic
undoubtedly became my atelier.

E1E4 (&) Blue and White Porcelain 20cmX 46cm, Sept. 2001
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Behind the old house | had built another small house of 35 square metres, in which
the “Shuttle Kiln” was installed for the baking of pottery.

I was very fond of the balcony, and therefore set stairs in the house and a
conservatory on the roof (in which I could plant various flowers) and beside the
conservatory | had a small balcony. During the springtime, when the Chinese scholavtree
would come into blossom, the flowers would hang on the balcony, all of which would give
an impression of beauty.

Between the two houses is established a corridor, on its floor are laid the used bricks
and a work table of used boards. | was originally intending to build the roof with black
cloth tiles, but I had to use asbestos tiles instead, for the rain could come in easily owing
to the flat roof.

In the small courtyard, I have planted Chinese trumpet creeper, which has a long
period of blossom from May to November. In addition, | have also planted osmanthus
fragrans, palmtrees, gardenia, and comellia, etc.

At the very beginning of the year, | planted a phoenix tree, with the intention that it
would grow a little bit askew. When the rain falls on its leaves, it would demonstrate some
romantic charm just like what was described in Miss Li Qingzhao’s poem, “drizzles on the
phoenix tree”. Therefore I tried to make the tree askew, but it continues to grow straight.
Finally I have to give up. However it has grown into a big tree with a height of 6 metres
in a year or so, but a skew trunk spreads out...
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