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A Little Girl Theodore Watts-Dunton'

Sitting on a grassy grave, beneath one of the windows of the
church, was a little girl. With her head bent back she was gazing
up at the sky and singing, while one of her little hands was
pointing to a tiny cloud that hovered’ like a golden feather above
her head. To sun, which had suddenly become very bright,
shining on her glossy’ hair, gave it a metallic’ luster’, and it was
difficult to say what was the color, dark bronze or black. So
completely absorbed was she in watching the cloud to which her
strange song or incantation® seemed addressed, that she did not
observe me when I rose and went towards her. Over her head,
high up in the blue, a dark that was soaring towards the same
gauze cloud was singing, as if in rivalry’. As I slowly approached
the child, I could see by her forehead, which in the sunshine
seemed like a globe of pearl, and especially by her complexion®,
that she was uncommonly lovely. Her eyes, which at one moment
seemed blue-gray, at another violet, were shaded by long black
lashes, curving backward in a most peculiar way, and these
matched in hue’ her eyebrows, and the tresses' that were tossed
about her tender throat and were quivering in the sunlight. All this
I did not take in'' at once; for at first I could see nothing but
those quivering, glittering, changeful eyes turned up into my face.

Gradually the other features, especially the sensitive full-lipped
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HENTTR-AKBEEGSOE, L@mLE—N)DKH,
WREREFHERIL, M FHREFE-FREIMEEHLERNL
BROHBE, MEBRETRBIAERR, WA HHLLAT —
EEBBOXE, RAEABRAEREBELERLE, WARF
Yoy p AEHhmAiE MFRENELARAHBEH,
ARRERZAEEZ, 2RAFELEINARAEARAE L HAHY
BXE, —REEECARERBERNSGHE, CHitE3
A, MIFZE5I,BHRK, ARRORLAL AT, 4D
BAAFHNA, BAHARROERZBRHBTEDA, ThHE
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Al WEERGORE, ST — FRBIEMEE, FH

€% Theodore Watts-Dunton (1832-1914) AR EZ . ER-BHH, XEEZBZFL X
A ]
© @ hover /'hova/ v. &EE, #1E
) glossy /glosi/ By, BXED
- €3 metallic /mi'telik/ a. €8 (%) &
& luster /'lasto/ n. XX, XF
£ incantation /jinken'teifon/ n. Ri&; R
& in rivalry /'raivalri/ n. 8%, 8BRS (with); 5 LLBE
4t complexion /kom'plekfon/ n. A&, BKE; |K
#r hue /hjur/ n. 818, ¥, 8%
i tress /tres/ n. —®# LK, K8
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mouth, grew upon me as I stood silently gazing. Here seemed to
me a more perfect beauty than had ever come to me in my
loveliest dreams of beauty'. Yet it was not her beauty so much as

the look she gave me that fascinated"” me, melted" me.

i beauty /'bjusti/ n. #; £%,; RHFNKE
# fascinate /'fasineit/ v. () ik
gomelt /melt/ v, (1) B, (fE) B3
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A Man and His Dog Henry Lawson'

Macquarie the shepherd had had an accident. At least that was
his story. In fact, he had had a fight in a bar. He had several broken
ribs, and his head was covered with blood. His dog, Tally, had tried
to defend him and one of its hind* legs had been broken.

After the fight, Macquarie had picked up his swag® and had
walked to the nearest hospital. The dog had followed him all the
way, on three legs.

The doctor examined him. He was surprised that the old man
had been able to walk so far. “You can have a bed here till you’re
better,” he said, “But we can’t have that dog in the hospital. Dogs
aren’t allowed here.”

“You can put him in that hut outside,” said Macquarie.

“No. He must go somewhere else. Dogs aren’t allowed inside
the gates. This hospital is for people, not for animals.”

Macquarie rose slowly to his feet, though the pain in his ribs
was terrible. He dragged himself across the room to the corner where
his dog was guarding his swag.

“What are you going to do?” the doctor asked.

“If my dog can’t stay, I can’t.” He lifted his swag, but the pain
was so great that he dropped it again.

“You must be mad,” the doctor said. “You can’t leave here in
that condition. Let the nurse help you to undress. Then get into bed,
and I'lldeal with’ your broken ribs.”

“No!” said Macquarie. “No. My dog needs more help than I
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IHBEHSRANTRAEFNFA, R, B¥D “BAMNTAR" A, |
FER (L THHEMHA),

# hind /haind/ a. B8y, SEM

&) swag /swag/ n. RAHE 8
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do. I've only hurt my chest, but he has got a broken leg.”

He paused. Even breathing gave him a lot of pain. “That old
dog had followed me for twelve hungry years. He’s my only friend in
the world.” He paused again. Then he added with a smile, “That
dog was born in the bush. His mother died a few weeks later. I
carried him in a pjlly* till he was old enough to walk far. He has
been a true companion®. Several times he has saved my life.”

The dog raised itself on its three good legs and looked
anxiously at the old man’s face. He gently touched its head. Then he
picked up the swag and took two steps towards the door. But he
never reached it. The nurse and the doctor caught him as he fell.

When he woke, an hour later, he was in bed. His chest was
feeling more comfortable.

“Where’s my dog?” he asked at once.

“Oh, the dog’s all right,” said the nurse. “Don’t worry. The
doctor’s fixing his leg in the hut outside. He couldn’t send away your
only friend.”

@ billy /'bili/ n. (52¥0) BE, LERR
% companion /kam'penjan/ n. B, K
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