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Chapter 1 Monitoring Report on the Development of
Education in Beijing during the 10" Five-Year
(2001 -2005) Plan Period

[ Abstract ]
witnessed a historical breakthrough during the
10® Five-Year Plan period. While almost all
the kids aged 3 ~ 6 could receive their pre-

Education in Beijing has

school education, nearly all the school-aged
children could enjoy the nine-year compulsory
schooling with the rate being maintained steadi-
ly at over 99 per cent. This has also ensured
that the majority of the disabled children could
receive the nine-year compulsory education and
most of the children whose parents are not local
people could enjoy such education in public
schools as well. Education at senior secondary
school stage expands. With the enrollment rate
at over 95 per cent it satisfies the basic needs of
the school-aged teenagers. Moreover, senior
secondary schools keep adjusting educational
structure with general senior secondary schools
much the same scale as secondary vocational
schools. Higher education in Beijing has also
made continuous growth with the gross enroll-
ment rate among the 18 ~ 22 year-old students
reaching 53 per cent and enrollment rate of sen-
ior secondary school graduates at over 70 per
cent in recent 5 years in a row, and enrollment
of overseas students being expanded as well.
Private higher education has kept a stable pace
in development. Although the proportion is not
as high as those at the primary and secondary
school stage, there exists a comparatively big-
ger room for development in preschool and

higher education. The momentum of building a

learning city has been in full swing while the
learning communities, enterprises, villages as
well as towns have been actively put into ac-
tion.

The various-level governments in Beijing
have increased investment in education with the
financial education input accounting for 4.08
per cent of the GDP of the municipality. While
the increases in appropriating funds for educa-
tion within budget outweigh that of the increases
in local financial revenues, per head invest-
ment for students has also increased significant-
ly. Schools of all levels have changed their con-
dition and promoted IT in education with great
efforts. In addition, the academic levels of
teachers have been improved drastically and the
teacher/student ratio has followed a downward
trend.

Beijing’s achievements in education devel-
opment result from all the relevant reforms car-
ried out during the 10" Five-Year Plan period.
They go as following:

Continuous education structure adjusting
and optimizing; Beijing has pushed the struc-
tural adjustment of primary schools and second-
ary schools as well as secondary vocational
schools while regrouping the higher education
and vocational education in all levels, types,
school systems and specialties.

Putting more investment into education for
the people in the minority regions: While help-

ing develop education in countryside, putting
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effort in improvement of the teachers in rural
primary schools and secondary schools, the ed-
ucation right of the minority people is also guar-
anteed and the assistance system for poor family
students is gradually set up to ensure that no
graduate students would drop out of school be-
cause of their financial difficulty.

Deepening the reform of education man-
agement system of all levels: Beijing has estab-
lished a stable and efficient guarantee system
for educational fund for the compulsory educa-
tion in rural areas, set up a higher education
management system, strengthened the overall
planning on vocational education, adult educa-
tion by the educational administration depart-
ment, and has perfect the construction of local
educational regulation system , leaving the ad-
ministrative department for education to admin-
ister teaching as well as the school according to
law .

Carrying out the reform of education sys-
tem and investment system further: Beijing has
increased its support in setting up and operating
educational institutions by non-state entities,
optimized the atmosphere for private schools,
strengthened the regulation construction for pri-
vate education administration and regulated the
operating deeds of schools.

Pushing the regulation system reform of re-
cruitment, examination and employment: fur-
ther improve the system of registering in nearby
schools for primary school students, exempt the
junior secondary school students from examina-
tion to enter nearby schools and improve the
junior secondary school entrance examination
and recruitment system. In higher education,
Beijing has continuously carried out the experi-
mental work of having the college-entrance ex-
amination in spring, and the experimental work

of absorbing excellent graduating students from

“+H" AROM

tertiary vocational schools into universities for
undergraduate study.

Taking educating and schooling reform as
breakthrough to boost essential qualities educa-
tion continuously: Beijing has put forward the
experiment in new course scheme, course
standard and course books. The student-centred
learning and teaching gradually established with
the spreading of the teaching methods such as
research study and independent learning. Con-
tinuous strength has been put on primary and
Junior secondary school’s moral, psychological
health, physical education, arts, science and
technology, safety, national defense education.
As for vocational education, the operating mod-
ule shifted from regarding educational degrees
as principal to laying equal stress on both edu-
cational degrees and non-degree training. The
final goal of education shifted from employment-
aimed once-for-all education to sustainable hu-
man resources development. Meanwhile, the
quality program of higher education is imple-
mented in an all-round manner to equip
students with both solid theoretic foundation
and multiple skills and competences in order to
cultivate their innovative abilities. Another a-
chievement is the establishment of an improved
monitoring system for education quality at all
levels.

However problems restricting Beijing’s ed-
ucation development are becoming more serious
in education quality, equality, structure and ef-
ficiency. The teaching philosophy, teaching
contents, teaching methods and administrative
system can not meet the needs of developing
both socialist market economy system and
knowledge economy. The main problem still
lies with education supply contradicting people’
s increasing needs for education. They are re-

flected in the following aspects
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Education supply still can not meet educa-
tion demand when it comes to the shortage of
excellent educational resource available for peo-
ple, the tough work of settling children with mi-
grant parents in schools and the unmatched de-
mand and supply with higher education and vo-
cational education.

The distribution of educational resources is
unbalanced and the gap between urban and ru-
ral areas is significant. The unbalanced distri-
bution of basic education resources has restrict-
ed people to move from cities to suburbs. As
for the higher education institutions, the infra-
structure building has lagged behind in the con-
text of increased enrollment of students in uni-
versities and colleges. Vocational education
schools have multi campuses but with very
small area.

The essential qualities education advocated
in basic education is developing with difficulty
because its enabling culture and regulation sys-
tem are not established yet. There are very few
schools with their own characteristics and there
is no enabling environment for students to have
their personal development. Teachers need to
be urgently trained in terms of their ethics and
knowledge. A scientific evaluating system for
education quality is yet to be established.

Vocational education has become the weak
point in Beijing’s education system with its poor
operating conditions, not well integrated re-
sources, singular training mode, poor quality
teachers, lack of cooperative mechanism be-
tween production, education and research and
subject-based teaching.

Higher education, with its imperfect sys-
tem, is expected to improve its contribution to
the society. A coordination arrangement is not
available for universities and colleges in Beijing

to share resources with their local counterparts
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as such arrangement needs systemic and institu-
tional support. With similar school-running
mode, development goal and the same govern-
ment monitoring and evaluation system, the
higher education institutions do not have their
own features. The development of tertiary voca-
tional education and community universities and
colleges is in a disadvantageous situation.

The life-long learning system is yet to be
established due to the current inappropriate
practices of teaching management, entrance ex-
amination, student affairs administration, re-
cruitment and employment. The system of one-
exam-deciding-people’ s-whole-life can not be
replaced since schools are confined only in reg-
ular degree education and pre-service education
and different types of education do not have
bridging mechanism between themselves.

The government public administration and
service system and mechanisms need to be fur-
ther established and developed because of the
existence of displaced government functions,
messy relationship between the government,
schools and market, and unavailable education
agents required by a complete educational mar-
ket. The government input for public services is
not in place yet, and neither the policies and
systems to attract private investment for educa-
tion development.

Therefore, in the next Five-Year Plan pe-
riod we should push for innovations in educa-
tional systems, focusing on resolving problems
such as education quality, equality and effi-
ciency as well as improving the social adapta-
bility of education and its contribution to the so-

ciety.
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2000 4 | 2001 4 2002 4 | 2003 4 [2004 4 | 2005 4 | 2000 4
o (%)
A i+ | 695 603 537 517 507 -27.05
fzfi LEGHF 302 289 329 338 335 10.93
PRFRK | 393 314 208 179 172 -56.23
& it | 45.96 | 46.19 | 47.29 | 51.37 | 53.18 | 53.64 16.71
%iifﬁ L@®BEHF | 17.90 | 19.43 | 22.07 | 25.09 | 27.48 | 27.84 55.53
PHERFAL | 28.06 | 26.76 | 25.22 | 26.28 | 25.70 | 25.80 -8.05




