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| There are superstitions attached to numbers;] even those ancient Greeks

believed that all numbers and their muitiples had some mystical significance.

| Those numbers between 1 and 13 were in particular] to have a powerful influ-

ence over the affairs of men.

|For example, it is commonly said that luck, good or bad, comes in three;| if an

accident happens, two more of the same kind may be expected soon afterwards. The
arrival of a letter will be followed by two others within a certain period.

| Another belief involving the number three has it that it is unlucky to] light three

cigarettes from the one match. If this happens, the bad luck that goes with the deed
falls upon the person whose cigarette was the last to be lit. The ill-omen linked to
the lighting of three things from one match or candle goes back to at least the 17%
century and probably earlier. It was believed that three candles alight at the same
time would be sure to bring bad luck; one, two, or four, were permissible, but
never just three.

|Seven was another significant number, wvsually regarded as a bringer of good

The ancient astrologers believed that the universe was governed by seven

planets; students of Shakespeare will recall that the life of man was divided into
seven ages. Seven horseshoes nailed to a house will protect it from all evil.

INine is usnally thought of as a lucky number] because it is the product of three
times three. It was much used by the Anglo-Saxons in their charms for healing.
|Anmha-bdiefwasﬂutg|mtdm|gesommedmy7ﬂlamgﬂlofannn’sﬁfe]

Consequently, the age of 63 (the product of nine and seven) was thought to be a
very perilous time to a ripe old age.

tl‘hirteen, as we well know, is regarded with great awe and fear, ‘

l’lhe common belief is that this derives from the fact that there were 13 people|

|at Christ’s Last Supper. | This being the eve of his betrayal, it is not difficult to
understand the significance given to the number by the early Christians.
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|In modern times 13 is an especially unlucky numbeﬂ of a dinner party, for

example. Hotels will avoid numbering a floor the 13th; the progression is from 12 to
14, and no room is given the number 13. Many home owners will use 12 instead of
13 as their house number.

[Yet oddly enough, to be born on the 13th of the month is not regarded with any|

[fear at all, which just shows how irrational we are in our superstitious beliefs. |

[REAHE] XRRAECEDR 2003 FHEE, BEEHAEBHNRAEX
PEE AT, B —BRE— AT R &R T & RO BUER BF
MEBRTRER S L UT&BEREEHAUN 12 13 BEFHRES L RE—
BRUTHEENSE, BEXERTENET .

1. According to the passage, which of the following groups of numbers will certainly
bring good luck to people?

A 3and?7. B. 3and 9. C. 7and 9. D.3 and 13.
2. The ill luck associated with 13 is supposed to have its originin _____ .

A. legend B. religion C. popular belief D. certain customs
3. What is the author’s attitude towards people’s superstitious beliefs?

A. He is mildly critical. B. He is strongly critical.

C. He is in favour of them. D. His attitude is not clear.
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The train clattered over points and passed through a station.

Then it began suddenly to slow down, presumably in obedience to a signal. For
some minutes it crawled along, then stopped; presently it began to move forward
again. Another uptrain passed them, though with less vehemence than the first one.
The train gathered speed again. At the moment another train, also on a down-line,
swerved inwards towards them, for a moment with almost alarming effect. For a
time the two trains ran parallel, now one gaining a little, now the other. Mrs.
McGuillicuddy looked from her window through the windows of the parallel carriages.
Most of the blinds were down, but occasionally the occupants of the carriages were visible.
The other train was not very full and there were many empty carriages.

At the moment when the two trains gave the illusion of being stationary,a blind
in one of the carriages flew up with a snap. Mrs. McGuillicuddy looked into the
lighted first-class carriage that was only a few feet away.

Then she drew her breath in with a gasp and half-rose to her feet.

Standing with his back to the window and to her was a man. His hands were
round the throat of a woman who faced him,and he was slowly, remorselessly, stran-
gling her. Her eyes were starting from their sockets, and her face was purple. As
Mrs. McGuillicuddy watched, fascinated, the end came; the body went limp and crum-
pled in the man’s hands.

At the same moment, Mrs. McGuillicuddy’s train slowed down again and the
other began to gain speed. It passed forward and a moment or two later it had
vanished from sight.

Almost automaticaily Mrs. McGuillicuddy’s hand went up to the communication
cord, then paused, irresolute. After all, what use would it be ringing the cord of the
train in which she was travelling? The horror of what she had seen at such close
quarters, and the unusual circumstances, made her feel paralysed, Some immediate
action was necessary—but what?

1. When Mrs. McGuillicuddy’s train passed through a station, it .

A. gained speed suddenly B. kept its usual speed

C. changed its speed D. stopped immediately
2. Mrs. McGuillicuddy seems to be a ( an ) person.

A. observant B. interested C. noisy ~ D. nervous
3. What she saw in the parallel train made her feel .

A. excited B. anxious C. worried D. horrified




