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CHINESE SAGES SERIES

A Selected Collection of the
Great Learning, the Analects,
the Doctrine of the Mean and
Mencius, as a set of Chinese Sages
Series, are compiled to introduce
the essence of traditional Chinese
culture to the world. These
four books began to show their
splendors as early as over 2400
years ago between the Spring and
Autumn and the Warring States
Periods. Now they are published
in classical-modern Chinese and
English versions as a help to
people of interest to know the

basic ideas of Confucianism.
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PREFACE

Confucius (551 - 479 B. C.), bom in
Qufu, the State of Lu ( today the south of
Shandong Province) , was a great thinker, ed-
ucationist and the founder of Confucianism.

Lun Yu, or Analects of Confucius, re-
cords the words and deeds of Confucius as
well as his disciples. The book was compiled
by the disciples of Confucius and their disci-
ples after their Master’ s death. It covers a
wide scope of subjects, ranging from politics,
philosophy, literature and art to education
and moral cultivation. It is indispensable ma-
terial for the study of the Master’ s thought.

Although this book has been repeatedly
interpreted since its compilation, for general
readers it is still confusing and, in essence, by
no means easy to grasp because, afraid of be-
ing unfaithful to the “Sayings of the Sage” ,al-
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most all the interpreters and translators have
fallen into literalism. They have failed to point
out and correct the lapses, and to recognize the
original meanings of some parts which have be-
come obscure due to the modification of the
cultural background with the passage of time.
To help young readers both at home and
abroad who are not specialists in ancient Chi-
nese language, a free approach is taken in
translating this book into both modern Chi-
nese and English, in the hope that the trans-
lations will be consistent and easy to read,
recite and understand. Our basis throughout,
however, has been to render faithfully the o-
riginal meaning. The “Four Books” in clas-
sic Chinese-modern Chinese-English version
published by Sinolingua have drawn great at-
tention and now, as one of the Sages Series,
A Selected Collection of the Analects of Confu-
cius is coming out. Leaving out those out of
date contents, the book will be more practi-

cal and readable.
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On Learning
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1.1 %a: “%‘%ﬂd’az’ *
THF? HAAELF R, R &K
F? AXR4, LB, FxEF
-??”

(R - 1)

HEB: HER. “FNBER XEE A7 iR TH.
(g - LFHEDY . “BAFARML, BB, #. K, B
TR, ERES "

Confucius said, “Is it not a pleasure after all
to practice in due time what one has learnt? Is it not
a delight after all to have friends come from afar? Is
it not a gentleman after all who will not take offence

when others fail to appreciate him?”

L7t “MEIWARERELIE, A
WRMRFHFEG? HHANET K, REMBHR
SRMEW? RAMART RACTRE, ~2
BABFNE TREG?”

1.2 AFa."LHAALE S,
HiFtk, £, F4H4RL, &



FheELE, A2 b, BF 44K,
Armid, 54k, L AHL2
5797

(i - 2)
BF: 48, 8%, LTwELE,

You Zi (a disciple of Confucius) said, “It is
rare for a man who is filial towards his parents -and
respectful to his elder brothers to go against his su-
periors; never has there been a person who does not
like to go against his superiors and at the same time
likes to start a rebellion. A gentleman devotes him-
self to basics. Once the basics are established, the
principles of government and behaviour will grow
there-from. The basics are to be filial toward one’ s

parents and respectful to one’ s elder brothers!”
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