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Abstract

Zeng Guofan(1811—1872)was born to a well-off family in a moun-
tain village in Hu'nan. With a dozen years’ of diligent study, he passed
the highest imperial examination. After that he stayed in Beijing and be-
came a student to Tan Jian, a Confucian scholar. For ten years in Bei-
jing, he had been promoted seven times and became a second-rank offi-
cial. When Taiping rebels were raging in Hu’nan, he took the imperial
decree and organized local militia to suppress the Taiping Rebellion and
secure the government of Qing. He was the first scholar to be awarded
generalship in Qing Dynasty. He was the governor of Liangjiang and
the governor of Zhili. In the capacity of a first-rank official, he promo-
ted the policy of governance by Confucianism and revived Qing for a
short period. On the basis of his life stories, the present book attempts
to explore his thoughts which include Confucianism, textual criticism,
rhetoric and poetics, and social economy. His Confucianism is a synthe-
sis of Confucian scholarships of Han and Song dynasties, centering on
the core Confucian principles. His social economy emphasizes utilitari-
anism; it is therefore reasonable to him that Western technology could
be employed to maintain imperial despotism. In late Qing, such an idea
was the forerunner of the prevailing claim that Western technology
could be used an as an instrument to strengthen China, making him the
leader of political and cultural conservatism in pre-modern Chinese his-

tory.
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