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Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill



Barry McGovern as Vladimir and Johnny Murphy as Estragon in the Gate
Theatre, Dublin production of Beckett’s Waiting for Godot.
Photo by Tom Lawlor, copyright Gate Theatre.

Sean Rocks and Derbhle Crotty in the Abbey Theatre’s 1996 production of
Marina Carr’s Portia Coughlan.
Photo by Amelia Stein.
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BIREXFHAEAYELE, ELSF KT B HMHIE T XF: YR
REXEMAEZX¥., UIABREATUEHFA AT 7T HL, LEER,
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AT E FER REYE TP H N AHEIFAABRLANER, XTI

I



FAABBAIET, wREAHRAF HEE ERE B RZX ®EF R
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The Chinese and the Irish share a great respect and love of the
written and spoken word. This is just one reason why I wanted to pub-
lish an anthology of Irish literature in China. It is published to coincide
with a major cultural exchange programme between Ireland and China
taking place in 2004. This anthology is in fact a revised edition of a
volume published in 1989 by Professor Chen Shu of Beijing Foreign
Studies University. It includes several new entries including for exam-
ple contemporary writers such as Paul Muldoon, Frank McGuinness,
Marina Carr, Roddy Doyle and Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill. We have also
included writers that in the past were thought of as more British than
Irish but which are now widely acknowledged and "reclaimed" as truly
Irish such as Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw. Indeed the inclu-
sion of George Bernard Shaw illustrates another connection between
Ireland and China. In 1933, George Bernard Shaw travelled to Shang-
hai to see Lu Xun who is of course widely regarded as the father of
modern Chinese writing.

An anthology such as this can however only touch the surface of
what is a large and hugely significant artistic community. Nevertheless,
I hope that this anthology will serve as an informative introduction to
the broad spectrum of Irish literature whether by dramatists, novelists
or poets. Ireland of course has a great reputation as a crucible of world
literature and has produced four Nobel Prize winners in literature
including William Butler Yeats, George Bernard Shaw, Samuel Beckett
and Seamus Heaney. Ireland’s writers continue to be honoured and
recognised including most recently, the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for Paul
Muldoon. Our writers have always exercised great influence on the psy-
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che of the Irish people. Their words help to inspire Ireland’s journey to
independence in the 1920’s. The wretched and often mistakenly roman-
ticised history of our country is as much a focus for our writers as the
beauty of our landscape and the emergence of a more urban and com-
plex society. Through the works contained in this anthology, I hope
you also come to discover the wit, recklessness, charm and loquacity of
the Irish people, which alongside our obsessions and interests help to
characterise our national identity.

I am indebted to Professor Declan Kiberd and Judy Friel who acted
as editorial advisors to me with respect to the new entries and Caroline
Williams who provided assistance in obtaining copyright clearances
where appropriate. I am grateful to the Foreign Language Teaching
and Research Press for agreeing to become our publishing partner for
this book. My thanks also to all the writers, their agents and represent-
atives who gave permission to be included in this anthology. Finally
and perhaps most importantly, our deepest thanks to Professor Chen
Shu and his colieagues for their enthusiastic support and sensitive notes

to the various works contained in this anthology.

Richard Wakely

Irish Commissioner for the Ireland/China Cultural Exchange Programme
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COPYRIGHT DETAILS

All rights whatsoever in the extracts of all of the poems, plays and novels in this anthology are
strictly reserved and subject to European Union copyright laws.

Application for performance including readings and excerpts in China and worldwide should be
addressed to the legal representatives of authors included in this anthology. Applications for
plays should be made before rehearsals begin.

The representatives for certain works contained herein are as follows;

“The Steward of Christendom” by Sebastian Barry: ICM, London Office, 4-6 Soho Square,
London W1D 3PZ, United Kingdom

“Waiting for Godot” by Samuel Beckett. Curtis Brown, Haymarket House, 28-29 Haymarket,
London SW1Y 4SP, United Kingdom

“Portia Coughlan” by Marina Carr: The Agency, 24 Pottery Lane, Holland Park, London W11
4LZ, United Kingdom

“Translations” by Brian Friel: The Agency., 24 Pottery Lane, Holland Park, London W11 4L.Z,
United Kingdom

“Digging” by Seamus Heaney: Faber and Faber, 3 Queen’s Square, London WCIN 3AU, Unit-
ed Kingdom

“Talbot’s Box” by Thomas Kilroy: Peter Fallon, The Gallery Press, Loughcrew, Oldcastle, Co.
Meath, Ireland

“Da” by Hugh Leonard: Rogers, Coleridge and White Ltd, 20 Powis Mews, London W11 1JN,
United Kingdom

“The Factory Girls” by Frank McGuinness: Casarotto Ramsay & Associates Ltd, National
House, 60-66 Wardour Street, London W1V 4ND, United Kingdom

“The Weir” by Conor McPherson: Curtis Brown, Haymarket House, 28-29 Haymarket, Lon-
don SW1Y 4SP, United Kingdom

“Anseo” and “Quoof” by Paul Muldoon: Faber and Faber, 3 Queen’s Square, London WCIN 3AU

“The Gigli Concert” by Tom Murphy: Alexandra Cann Representation, 12 Abingdon Road,
London W8 6AF, United Kingdom

“An Chinnidint, Mar Chat Dorcha” by Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill: Peter Fallon, The Gallery Press,
Loughcrew, Oldcastle, Co. Meath, Ireland

“Foley” by Michael West: Judy Daish Associates, 2 St. Charles Place, London W10 6EG, Unit-
ed Kingdom

Useful Websites:

www. artscouncil. ie

www. irelandliterature. com
www. irishwriters-online. com
www. poetryireland. ie

WWW. writerscentre. ie
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