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Foreword

Walking into Qiantong, like opening an immemorial book. “After a deep sleeping for hundreds of years,
the brilligant scenes are still showing™.

Qiantong is an ancient town with distinct features of traditional towns in the south of the Yangtze River.
It keeps the elegant appearance, full of ancient fearures and charms.

The ancestor Tonghuang immigrated from Shang’ao in Huangyan to Ta Mountain in Southwest Ninghai
County in the year 1233, built a residential area in front of the Huimin Temple, which was the “temple
fronted Qiantong” in early days, with a history of 770 years.

“The Water Eight Diagram” in Qiantong is unique in the south of the Yangtze River. The Tong Family was
inspired by the Eight Diagram, brought water from Baixi reservoir, made the water runs circular around
every house., The only difference between Qiantong and other water villages is that the water in Qiantong
is mot wide enough to sail a boat.

Enjoying the repurarion of “ancestor of etiguette”, Qiantong cultivated a lot of famous celebrities in
history. Boli Tong, who developed the phenomenon of respecting teachers and their teachings, made a solid
base to the village’s development. He invited Xiaoru Fang, a famous Confucian in Ming Dynasty, to teach
in Qiantong rwice. Hao Tong, who led the villagers firm the reservoir, brought water into the village,
finished the earliest and the finest water conservancy project in Qiantong. Baoxuan Tong, who was
honored as “Caie of Zhejiang”, posted the temporary governor of Zhejiang province in 1911 revolurion,
conrributed 1o abolish monarchy and oppose Shikai Yuan. They were all considered as strong characters
at that time.

The author pictured the village’s ancient wells, bridges, pavilions, temples, shrines and other ancient
architectures. The author also gave us a view of the grand occasion on the ancestor worshipping and the
Lantern Festival.

With the kelp of the camera, the folk custom and cultural heritage within Qiantong are truly, visually and
artfully showed up. The pictures recorded the village’s glorious past and also imaged her unforgettable
miseries.

When you finish this book, you will find a durable clan reflects the whole nation’s spirit. We will be very
delightful if this photo album can contribute to the village’s future development.

The Editor
May 18, 2006
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Eternal Village-Qiantong

Ancient villages are cradles of our ancestors. They are beautiful and tranguil with antigue
appearance. In most of them we can find small bridges over flowing streams, white walls and black
tiles, pebble-paved lanes, erc.

Nowadays, with the modernization of towns, the traditional villages are disappearing. According
to the statistics, from the year 1985 10 2001, villages in China reduced from 940,617 1o 709,257.
More grievously, those survived omes have lost their primitiveness. We get more and more
unacquainted with the lifestyle of the ancient villages, which is considered as the most traditional
and classic survival style for oriental people.

Qiantong is a survived ancient village keeping its primitiveness perfectly. It is the lost home in
our mind coming true. Its picturesque scenery, well-protecred old buildings and pure primitive
appearance made Qiantong an unbelievable attracting place for visitors.

To record and reveal the unique charm as well as traditional and classic lifestyle in Qiantong, the
photo album Qiantong, a famous historical and cultural village of China is valuable both
artistically and academicalily.

Mr. Zhang Yueming, the photographer, pays his attention to Qiantong for many years. He has
stepped into each lane and each streer to picture the ancient architectures and beautiful scenery,
record the stories of Qiantong. From the countless photos, he chooses out those of most
representatives and compiles them to a velume, which is the one in your hand.

It is a photo album reflecting Qiantong in all aspects. It is invaluable, because Qiantong is
invaluable. Recording numerous historical moments of Qiantong;, it is the intention of the
photographer to display an eternal village of Qiantong.

Zhou Shifen
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Initial Impression

Several years ago, I went to Qiantong with my friends for its lantern festival. I was deeply artracted by the
ancient buildings and picturesque landscapes of the village.

There are numerous ancient wells, bridges, pavilions, temples, shrines and other ancient architectures in
Qiantong. Of which, the most impressing are the houses with the style of the Ming & Qing Dynasty period.
Walking on the narrow pebble-paved ancient streets, you will easily find black & blue bricks, black tiles and
carved windows & e¢aves, alse you can find ancient Chinese characters on lintels and walls without any
difficulties.

Qiantong is a beautiful and tranquil village which is surrounded by mountains on three sides with a winding
river called “Eight Diagram Stream” flowing through it. The “Eight Diagram Stream” came into being in
1509. At thar rime, the villagers engsge& in a laborious project 1o bring fresh warer into the village and turned
infertile land into cultivated fields. To celebrare the fulfillment of the praject, the villagers held a lantern
festival every year and now it becomes a traditional pageant.

Qiantong’s history can be traced back more than 700 years to the Southern Song Dynasty, when a retired
official named Tong Huang was impressed by the beauty of the place and moved his family here. Later, with
the growth of the Tong’s families, the village also expanded in size. Nowadays, there are 2,200 households
with 7,400 residents in Qiantong, of whom, 95% surnamed “Tong”.

Qiantong enjoys the fame as a longevity village because many villagers here have lived a long life. Some
nuiritionists believe it has something to do with the local people’s liking for the soy bean food, which is of
great benefit to one’s health. Thanks to the fresh, sweet water, the bean products here tasie very delicious.

Beauriful and charming, tranguil and peaceful, antigue and mysterious, this is my first impression of
Qiantong.

Zhang Yueming
March 20, 2006
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