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To Nansha (new county seat of Yuanyang)
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Xinjie Town (old county seat of Yuanyang)
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Notes:
Numbers in parentheses indicate the distance from the

- location to Xinjie Town.

The locations good for taking photos of the sunrise include
Duoyishu, Shengcun Village and Qingkou and those good
for taking photos of the sunset include Tiger Mouth, Bada,
Rongshan and Longshuba.
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MARVELOUS TERRACED FIELDS IN YUANYANG

JGIHAS B, A2 1o ] 25 A 20N e BH L
BE Py, Hb AL w2 1L g B, ST 2 T o 4
LEC NN GVAS RE [N Rea W (- ca e T 1 = B ST =282 NI 121 55 Nl
Z U, PR 15°C —20°C, IZER, W
HrFenh o REERAGHBER A 5 TS e . AR
JEARIR Y A e 5 AR NS O 20, BT HEMEHR 200 2K
A 2000 K| )W 25 AT A ER LG Ta] FF i
19 U E R )RS A AL . PR SRS HH I8
WAL ke LA 2000 4407 5

R LATT ., FEAEAEX B Y 5 B 5E 45 A1) H
“hifgZm, KRaEm” EsRaErt, Jrwsl
K, BEIARHE FH . A4, AT A R R o )
252N, B T A AR . sl Bk 95
1. oA 145 AR A SCBHAR . 7= 1) HE F
B, RXIUPHPE ., YRR AT A SC BH AR
M, &) 20 120 80 4F AR s, iX— A Ju] #7308 A
RILEgE/K, AR W<, STPHES HH L4 nk
SR TG S5 A6 FE B e T A SO, W 5 | 25 T B
5 ] IO B IR Ui 3 AN B 5 2 U

FESE A AR I = A= L b B TR T RO
AR F AR LI 38 g et , il fh 25, 2 2 A,
DU A TEFE LT SRR B = K, B 29 Rk
Weast hs, WK ANH, FERDEEA BHI HERR |, &
L B G e hlihlls Bz Wa R AR F v, 'GP Al
B, CAFZAEL], U5 E B A JCi Jo bR i Bk
B, ORGHGRE SN2 A FES WY <55, B

8

[y B b, 7 ) 2 e b g e JE LIRS, A Em L A
B, WAl AR SRR R . Rk, A
ToBEAL, ATdE R, Svlvh B A EE TR
BB, R VBEE S A gk, 2 -—IRE)
FAEDL, BN, b, R IEE, K
MW, SR TT T

ZARARS . S TG BHAS FH e FLAR R PR SE
WEL E . s W dee A L Ty, B OGP 2 L k—
FHAEF 24 30 28 HL, g3k 1900 A, 9000 == HiAf H
HH sy L St e BT
BERA AL, KIHM IS ggsg b, g6 wite
A, 2 AL AR TR TS TR, S 2 AR
TR IRAE . G, =i, BRI Ll FERZ AR
AT —E R L T SE S, It AP,

W, AR PEIE . S oG RHAS B v B 4
A HH el AU . B By R T 2l 1993 47 208
S B THE L R A SR 2 — o v LR T i
—HeES BV R, AR -HeE gt , e A
== A X R S A TR A i AR A
K] IF AU B s R . Z& e g, A
= R 1B AR I AR SR g s, 53058 1T 8
U ERAR

HARAE T, S e BHASS FH o a5 Sy 7 1 i AR THH
AL, CE B LD 50 Z AP HERN 2 7 == ma AR
SUKCHR IS . 3X FLE W 7% A By a2 . B ik
B4 LI 55 1L B4 2] s BE 2E RS, ST AR R

IR AE T 5r Wi, BPad S Bl R as s
L, AT 235 2 Als A by AR SRS A CHE A
TERRBI LI Z

JGIHAS HH . BR 1 e FLACSR I AR, B3
24 V) ) it AN e ) ] i AL Ah S AT 3 T L e AR
W ERESGE A FLRR B HH E L, ANIERCAS,
SR DG BHAS FH AT - 2R ] g 4 i Ll == XU
SIS A L kb g 22 WY 22 55 i ARy AU, T
T AESS P, 2 BHAE T A S S IS S L] 8L
W) AN S0, DTAE P LIRS | BRI, s Ab ST
. ==, FEZ=S5H, AEWBH FARAAARA , 4
S I S A TR T AN A 14 2 T e

JGEHAERH , A AE B R L AR h, 5
24 H G T2 S5 RO YO o AR ok e AR AR . e AT
TE, S AN ZEXT R SR R Z0 A 0 -5 4R, Se
FEL T ANEAE R A SR bR AE AT Y R R R,
[) st A B0 HE iy e A B i AR d B R, ELE
AR, JGBHAS TS R 22 e Je A LAAE A7 194
JR LG, 19 TEIESH, FEE I 30 207 A M,
4000 22 S5 VA U REME RS 2 )26 . e Je AAHAR
FEFEAE AL TH I 25 VE U SR g 22wl vb, TE ey
FhAFA NS B AR AR T SURERS,, TE RS
NENEY = o O



These marvelous terraced fields are located in the Yuanyang
County in Honghe Prefecture, Yunnan Province. In the southern
section of the Ailao Mountain, these fields cover an area of more
than 20,000 square kilometers. The temperature here averages 15-
20°C with a big gap during the daytimes and plenty rainfalls. With
an obvious vertical climate, Yuanyang is famous for enjoying dif-
ferent scenes after walking for five kilometers. Owing to these
unique geographic conditions and the favorable climate, the local
Hani and Yi minority peoples have had their special production
and living habits. They have built 13,333 hectares of terraced fields
on the mountain slopes of some 25 degrees with an elevation of
200-2,000 meters. It is said these terraced fields have a history of
some 2,000 years.

Long times ago, the ancestors of the local people brought into
full play the natural conditions and built the terraced fields and
dug ditches to lead the water to these fields according to the geo-
graphic conditions. Through their hard work, they built the ter-
raced fields with those in Duoyishu, Mengpin, Bada, Qingkou and
Longshuba as their representatives. The undulating Ailao Moun-
tain blocked the people from beyond the mountain to know the
terraced fields in Yuanyang before the 1980s. The marvelous ter-
raced fields in Yuanyang have gained reputation in other parts of
the country gradually since the 1980s and have become an unpar-
alleled cultural scenic spot which attracts numerous tourists and
photographers from at home and abroad.

On the up-and-down mountain slopes the terraced fields have
been built according to the terraces of the Ailao Mountain and are
overlapped by another and extend to the clouds like a ladder. After
the crops are harvested in autumn, these terraced fields are filled
with water and glister under the sunlight. The reflections of the
white clouds and the blue sky in the watery fields are changing and

colorful. These fields are like a huge maze with no ends. The float-
ing cloud and mist make the Hani villages in the distance look like
a picture, a dreamland or a fairyland. In the spring, oxen are tilling
the fields and people are planting rice seedlings. All the terraced
fields are covered by green rice seedlings. A drizzle turns the green
mountains and blue water more vigorous. During the autumn har-
vest season, the crops in the field turn golden and the fields are
filled with fragrance of the rice, a wonderful scene.

The terraced fields in Duoyishu are the most representative.
Duoyishu is the best place to view the sunrise and clouds. It is 30
kilometers away from Xinjie, the old county seat of Yuanyang. It
has an elevation of 1,900 meters. More than 600 hectares of ter-
raced fields extend according to the up-and-down mountain slopes,
like a huge bay. In the morning every day, the sun rises behind the
mountain ridge, the terraced fields are under the sunrise glow, and
the clouds rise up from the valleys. Duoyishu Village wakes and
the sunrise glow, clouds, terraced fields and village constitute a
wonderful and beautiful picture.

Mengpin or Laohuzui is most famous for its country scenery. It
was once praised by a French newspaper one of the seven greatest
cultural wonders in the world in 1993. A seldom plain among the
canyons is like a huge drawing board on it the Hani people have
drawn a picture about the terraced fields with their hands, which is
constantly changing. Without starting point and end, this picture
let the viewers to image as they like and to look for their ideals.

Bada terraced fields are the largest of the all in Yuanyang. Stand-
ing on the top of the mountain you will have a good view of more
than 1,333 hectares of terraced fields and more than 50 villages
around. Also it is a good place to view the sunset. Owing to a big
gap between the mountain peaks and the valleys, the vertical

weather has obvious features of being sunny on the mountain while

cloudy in the valley. Such an intriguing natural scene brings people
into an illusion.

Except the terraced fields in the places mentioned above, those
in Qingkou, Longshuba and Habo have their own unique features
and constitute beautiful scenes too. But all the terraced fields in
Yuanyang have a common feature: the monsoon climate on the
Ailao Mountain areas provides much rain and mist which float
above the terraced fields and create a constantly changing scene.
The villages and terraced fields nearby and the green mountains
and clouds in the distance are interdependent and supplementary
each other and constitute a brilliant and magnificent picture.

The terraced fields in Yuanyang are in the dense forests on the
Ailao Mountain in Yunnan Province and grow and exist together
with the local Hani people. These terraced fields are the results of
a deep understanding and control of nature by the local people.
They demonstrate the strong will of the people for their survival in
nature and at the same time illustrate the high life wisdom of the
Hani people. Until today, these terraced fields in Yuanyang are the
material bases the Hani people rely on for their subsistence. More
than 13,333 hectares of terraced fields which are irrigated by 4,
000-odd ditches support more than 300,000 local people. During
their work on and harvest from these terraced fields, the Hani people
have formed their unique existence forms and ways for dealing

with nature. These are much attractive.
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