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Abstract

Chinese universities have developed to a point where they
have to determine the direction of their development, and this
paper is intended to “establish a heart (37.0»)” for them.

For the sake of investigation into the spirits of universities, we
define “university” as a place where higher learning is conducted
and higher intellectuals are educated. According to this definition,
Chinese universities should originate from the Xia, Shang and Zhou
Dynasties (21st century-256 B. C.). Although China has had no
university that has continued over thousands of years, the spirits of
Chinese universities have never discontinued to develop and
spread. Through an analysis on the phrase of “spirits of university”
by means of semantics and dialectics, we learn that it almost
means the same thing as idea, value, soul or ideal of universities
and their doctrine, principle, will, aspiration, ambition, morale and
Tao. Its connotation includes the spirits of criticism, innovation,
truth-seeking, research and bachelor (or gentleman &), but it
varies in different universities. Generally, the spirits of universities
are the value orientation about the development of universities, and
embodied in the installation and operation of universities.

The analysis on some of Chinese universities in the first half of
the last century indicates the following. Firstly, the spirits of
different universities have different characteristics; Secondly, all of
them are, essentially, closely related to “saving the nation from
doom and ensuring its survival”, and characterized by a phrase of
“understanding Tao for the benefit of the society (B FFit)”.
They examine and adopt the critical view of the earthly affairs, and
are in a mood of “respecting Tao and restraining power (B iE
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#)”. Thirdly, they all take Chinese scholars as subjects. Spirits of
Chinese universities stems from Chinese culture and evolves by the
merging of Sino-Western cultures and originality and efforts of the
Chinese scholars themselves. The spirits of Chinese universities
have a history, which is at least as long as those of their western
counterparts. Western universities emphasize ideas due to religious
influence, while Chinese universities stress spirits. The merging of
Sino-western cultures into modern spirits of Chinese universities is
a process of Chinese scholars depending on their own with
democracy and science at the core.

After making it certain that cultural accumulation and
identification is the mechanism of passing on the spirits of
universities, the paper shows and argues that the ideas of Tao are
the actual origin of the spirits of Chinese universities. “Scholars
should aspire after and show interest in Tao (t & Fi#)”, and
“understanding Tao for the benefit of the society. ” These are the
characteristics of the spirits of Chinese universities that have lasted
for thousands of years. Scholars are the main embodiment of the
spirits of Chinese universities, “rule of virtue” the long standing
foundation, “learning to be” the foremost proposition, and unity
the structural characteristics. Compared with those of the West,
the spirits of Chinese universities do not value wisdom, ration and
dialect. With the social development in China, the core idea of
spirits of Chinese universities evolves into abstruseness (%),
idealism (¥#), realism (3E£), but'it never goes beyond the idea of
Tao which is consistent in the external but diverse in the internal,
and, in the spirits of Chinese universities, Buddhism has already
been incorporated into Tao. The introduction of Western learning to
China, democracy and science will also be gradually incorporated
into Tao in spirits of Chinese universities. The rise or fall, and the



overt or covert depends on whether scholars can act on their own
in Chinese history. On condition that scholars act on their own, it
will be the future trend of spirits of Chinese universities that they
will go along the way of Tao being illustrated, transformed and
carriedforward to universally-accepted Tao that will be associated
with the spirits of different cultures.

Key words: the spirits of Chinese universities; history;
reflection
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