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By Long Yongtu

[CIDeng Xiaoping pointed out, as early as in 1979, that “[w]e neglected
over years the studies on political science, law, sociology, and world
politics. Now we need to make up lessons and catch up.” He especially
noted that more work should be carried out on the “study of interna-

.
tional politics”.

[Since adopting the Reform and Open Door policy, China has made
significant progress in research on world politics and international is-
sues. Many new research institutes have been launched in governmen-

tal sectors and universities as well as colleges, many new disciplines




are added and curriculums developed, and sizable headway has been
made in researches. Due to the dedicated work by our scholars of
international relations, great achievement has been accomplished, nearly
attaining the objective of catching-up with the world assigned by Deng

Xiaoping.

[[] However, there still exist many deficiencies in our research on in-
ternational issues, compared with our international counterparts. Par-
ticularly, since the end of the 20th century, the world has undergone
significant changes. Through the turns and twists, the multi-polariza-
tion of the world and globalization of economy are in formation. The
time has come that the world structure and order are going through
great shifting and change, and subsequently, the international relations
are being adjusted fundamentally given the turbulence. At the same
time, China is rapidly developing its economy and society. Therefore,
China’s relation with the world has become a rather important issue of
contemporary international study. At this time of transition, we shall
seize the opportunities and concentrate on various issues that China

might encounter in the process of its peaceful development.

1 Fully aware of its importance and urgency, China’s institutions of
higher education and research organizations have been exploring vari-
ous means to deepen the discussion and research on international issues.
Part of such efforts is the Series of International Studies published by the

Institute of International Studies of Fudan University.

[ The Institute of International Studies at Fudan University consists of
Center for American Studies, Center for Japanese Studies, Center for

Russian and Central Asian Studies, Center of European Studies, Center



for Korean Studies, Nordic Center, and Department of Latin Ameri-
can Studies. Young as i_t is, the Institute has centralized the essence
of intellectual expertise of international studies at Fudan, maintain-
ing certain cutting-edge research capabilities. Above all, the Center
for American Studies, as the leading state-level Base for Humanities
and Social Sciences Innovation, has been undertaking the perennial

important research on America and Sino-U.S. relations.

[CJThe authors of this series of books include both well-established
and respectable senior scholars and emerging young researchers. It
is expected that several books will be published each year, mainly
focusing on studies of major powers, China’s foreign policy, China’s
peripheral environfnent, and world political and economical issues
etc. It is our hope that this series will help advance international

study in this country.
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