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The Role of English in the 21st Century

Melvia A. Hasman

The world is in various stages of social, economic, and demographic transi-
tion. Economically and politically, the world has changed more rapidly in the
past few years than at any time since 1945. The emerging global economy is both
* competitive and interdependent. It reflects the availability of modern communi-
cations and production technologies in most parts of the world. So, do we need
to be concerned about the future of the English language in the 21st century? Ac-
cording to The Economist (1996), English continues to be the world standard lan-
guage, and there is no major threat to the language or to its global popularity.

But, changes are coming.

An international economy

Two factors drive this global marketplace. First, many manufactured prod-
ucts have one or more foreign components. Ford cars and IBM computers are just
two examples of this. Second, more than half of all imports and exports, which
governments label foreign trade, are transacted between domestic companies
and their foreign affiliates.

The increasing globalization of the marketplace is forcing companies to pay
more attention to international developments. Domestic firms are adjusting
their structures and methods of operation to fit a broader and rapidly changing
economic environment. They are increasing their geographic outreach because
more of their suppliers and customers are located on various continents. For ex-
ample, last year Johnson sold more products outside the United States than in
the United States. Hewlett Packard, like many companies, lost money when the
Asian economy collapsed.

Joint ventures are no longer just theoretical possibilities. Mergers and ac-
quisitions, like Chrysler/Daimler Benz and MCI and British Telecom, increasingly
cross national boundaries. This trend is expected to continue into the next mil-
lennium.

This internationalization is illustrated in three ways. First, companies

change their basic goals to conform to a global marketplace. Second, they adapt




their products to local markets. But most importantly, they do not set up inter-
nationatl bureaucracies, instead, they hire foreign nationals who understand the
local markets.

Why discuss economics with the English language? Because the English lan-
guage is closely associated with this economic modernization and industrial de-
velopment.

Information is sent and received at increasing speed. The competitive de-
mands of governments, industries, and corporations, both nationa! and mulitina-
tional, for technological progress require an understanding of the language of

that technology—English.

Spread of English

The global spread of English over the last 40 years is remarkable. It is un-
precedented in several ways.by the increasing number of users of the language;
by its depth of penetration into societies; by its range of functions.

Worldwide over 1.4 billion people live in countries where English has official
status. One out of five of the worid’s population speaks English with some de-
gree of competence. And by 2000 one in five—over one billion people—will also be
learning English. Over 70% of the world’s scientists read English. About 85% of
the world’s mail is written in English. And 90% of all information in the world’s
electronic retrieval systems is stored in English. By 2010, the number of peopie
who speak English as a second or foreign language will exceed the number of
native speakers. This trend will certainly affect the language.

English is used for more purposes than ever before. Vocabularies, grammati-
cal forms, and ways of speaking and writing have emerged influenced by techno-
logical and scientific developments, economics and management, literature and
entertainment genres. What began some 1, 500 years ago as a rude language,
originally spoken by obscure Germanic tribes who invaded England, now encom-
passes the globe.

When Mexican pilots land their airplanes in France, they and the ground con-
trollers use English. When German physicists want to alert the international ScCi-
entific community to new discoveries, they first publish their findings in Eng-
lish. When Japanese executives conduct business with Scandinavian entrepre-
neurs, they negotiate in English. When pop singers write their songs, they often
use lyrics or phrases in English. When demonstrators want to alert the world to
their problems, they display signs in English.

Three factors continue to contribute to this Spread of English.English usage
in science, technology and commerce; the ability to incorporate vocabulary from

other languages; and the acceptability of various English dialects.



In science, English replaced German after World War [[ . With this technical
and scientific dominance came the beginning of overall linguistic dominance,
first in Europe and then globally.

Today, the information age has replaced the industrial age and has com-
pressed time and distance. This is transforming world economics from industrial
production to information-based goods and services. Ignoring geography and bor-
ders, the information revolution is redefining our world. In less than 20 years, in-
formation processing, once limited to the printed word, has given way to com-
puters and the Internet. Computer-mediated communication is closing the gap be-
tween spoken and written English. It encourages more informal conversational
language and a tolerance for diversity and individual style, ond has resulted in
Internet English replacing the authority of language institutes and practices.

English like many languages, uses a phonetic alphabet and fairly basic syn-
tax. But most importantly, it has a large and extensive vocabulary, of which
about 80% is foreign. Therefore, it has cognates from virtually every language in
Europe and has borrowed and continues to borrow words from Spanish and
French, Hebrew and Arabic, Hindi-Urdu and Bengali, Malay and Chinese, as well
as languages from West Africa and Polynesia. This language characteristic
makes it unique in history.

Finally, no English language central authority guards the purity of the lan-
guage, therefore, many dialects have developed. American, British, Canadian,
Indian, and Australian, to name a few. There is no standard pronunciation. But
within this diversity is a unity of grammar and one set of core vocabulary. Thus,
each country that speaks the language can inject aspects of its own culture into
the usage and vocabulary. ‘

However, the future is unpredictablie. There has never been\cl language so
widely spread or spoken by so many people as English. So, there are no prece-
dents to help us predict what happens to a language when it achieves genuine

world status.

Changes in the 21st century

The world is in transition, and the English language will take new forms. The
language and how it is used will change, reflecting patterns of contact with oth-
er languages and the changing communication needs of people.

English is divesting itself of its political and cultural connotations as more
people realize that English is not the property of only a few countries. Instead,
it is a vehicle that is used globally and will lead to more opportunities. It belongs
to whoever uses it for whatever purpose or need.

One question that arises about the future role of the English language is




whether a single world standard English will develop. This could result in a su-
pranational variety that all people would have to learn.

The widespread use of English as a language of wider communication will
continue to exert pressure toward global uniformity. This could result in decli-
ning standards, language changes, and the loss of geolinguistic diversity.

On the other hand, because English is the vehicle for international communi-
cation and because it forms the basis for constructing cultural identities, many
local varieties could instead develop. This trend may lead to fragmentation of
the language and threaten the role of English as a lingua franca. However, there
have always been major differences between varieties of English.

There is no reason to believe that any other language will appear within the
next 50 years to replace English. However, it is possible that English will not
keep its monopoly in the 21st century. Rather, a small number of languages may
form an oligopoly—each with a special area of influence. For example, Spanish
is rising because of expanding trade and the increase of the Latino population in
the United States. This could create a bilingual English-Spanish region.

A language shift, in which individuals change their linguistic allegiances, Is
another possibility. These shifts are slow and difficult to predict. But within
the next 50 years, substantial language shifts could occur as economic develop-
ment affects more countries. Because of these shifts in allegiance, more lan-
guages may disappear. Those remaining will rapidly get more native speakers.
This includes English.

Internal migration and urbanization may restructure areas, thereby creating
communities where English becomes the language of interethnic communication—
a neutral language.

Universities using English as the medium of instruction will expand and rap-
idly create a generation of middle-class professionals. Economic development
will only increase the middie class, a group that is more likely to learn and use
English in jobs.

While languages such as English, German, and French have been internation.-
al languages because of their governments’ political powers, this is less likely
to be the case in the 2]1st century where economics and demographics will have

more influence on languages.
Conclusion

English has been an international language for only 50 years. If the pattemn
follows the previous language trends, we still have about 100 years before a new
language dominates the world. However, this does not mean that English is re-

placing or will replace other language as many fear. Instead, it may supplement



or co-exist with languages by allowing strangers to communicate across linguis-
tic boundaries. It may become one tool that opens windows to the world, unlocks

doors to opportunities, and expands our minds to new ideas.

' New words and phrases

affiliate n. a person or organization officially attached to a larger body £ & ,4+ZHLi,
53N

allegiance n. support of or loyalty to a government, ruler, cause, etc. S, ¥R

bilingual adj. speaking or using two languages XUGEH)

bureaucracy n. a state or organization governed or managed‘ by officials employed rather
than elected BEER, ENAIE

cognate n. word that has the same original word or root with another [&¥fi#]

collapse vi. fall suddenly and unexpectedly ¥, ¥

connotation n. idea which a word makes one think of in addition to the main meaning [&
SZEFHZE

demographic adj. relating to the structure of the population A

divest v. rid oneself of (a feeling, an idea, etc. ) f#f @ OB GLAURAE . BAEL)

encompass v, surround and have or hold within fU#5, #$E

entrepreneur n. a person who sets up a business, taking on greater than normal financial
risks in order to do so (LG M)W F

fragmentation n. the process or state of breaking or being broken into small or separate
parts BEEE, TH

genre n. a category of art, writing, music characterized by similarities in form, style, or
subject matter XK, CU¥AE S 20 R

geolinguistic adj. HHEHEZ W

incorporate v. make something part of a whole; include fu8,3}#E

inject v. introduce (new thought, feelings, etc. ) into someone or something 2| (7 &,
BBHES

interethnic adj. of or relating to more than one ethnic group BEFRhEM

lingua franca n. a language adopted as a common language between speakers whose
native languages are different (R =) 8 38 8 A AE 38 Br 1 B3t R4 A 58 8, &
briE

lyric n. poem or verse expressing the writer’s emotions $F1%i%, LEE O ¥kin)

merger n. (act of) joining together (esp. two commercial companies) 43, H3f

millennium n. period of 1000 years —F4F, F4EH]

monopoly n. sole possession or control of something i > ZE kT

obscure adj. not well-known, uncertain  ANHIZH, XL H

oligopoly n. a state of limited competition in which a market is shared by a small number

of producers or sellers Bk (GE 1) 2




outreach n. the extent or length of reaching out Eff, (A] J ) Ji H

penetration n. the action or process of making a way through or into something %,
A

phonetic n. of or relating to speech sounds &%), KRIETH

retrieval n. the obtaining or consulting of material stored in a computer system {5 £,
KR

substantial adj. of considerable importance, size, or worth KM, LM

syntax n. a set of rules for the arrangement of new words and phrases to create well-
formed sentences in a language Hj¥k, B F458 ST

telecom n. (short for) telecommunications H {5

transact v. conduct, carry through (businesses with someone) Jp¥, 4bH

unprecedented adj. never having happened before R A& i, S TCHIFIH

urbanization n. change into a town-like area ¥4k

virtually adv. in every important respect, almost 3 |, 50k |-, JLF

N
@ Notes to the text

l. Johnson: (XEDBEA AT (MR L HEAN ZEBNELHRENT X —, L EHR I
FREETAH AT Z—,)

2. Hewlett Packard: (£ [E) % A & (ffj#k HP, i David Packard # Bill Hewlett F
1939 FE X E ML, B R B4 WEREFAF.)

3. Chrysler/Daimler Benz. %3 8 # /R B ¥ F WA T (ZLRKEAT)

4. MCI.: % & ## W/ 5] (B “WorldCom” # 38 /A 8] By 37 & . ﬂ’flﬁ/&jlﬂmﬁ%ﬁkgﬁﬂlﬁ]ﬁﬁ
KA AR B A BB L)
British Telecom: 3% [ &, 15 /\ 7]
Hebrew . % 14 % &
Hindi-Urdu: L B0 £ — 5 /R %35
Bengali: & fn i i&
Malay:-%*“%
10. Polynesia: 3 | B ¥ &

L XX N

ﬂ Word study

© global adj.
O 2¥KMY, HERA : Only the UN can tackle global problems like poverty and war.
@ &M, 21KH . He has a global vision of how business will progress.
O GHAEYLXFSERIE) £iE17H, £3/EN . global searches
[im}£H] global tectonics £ FR 475 ; global village 33K #f ; global warming 4> BR7S B8
[#4i4]] globalization n. £ER—i&4L

® concern v.
D H---ee A X, ¥ K& : What happens there directly concerns us.



@ {#FF.0> f#iF0 : Don’ t concern yourself about his future.

(#4377 concerned adj. D A ¥ WL FHHEHiI4IF)S) : The affair is greatly regretted
by everyone concerned. @ #H.0:B, 519 : Concerned parents approached the school about
the problem. @ K.Y, B ERH : Congressmen seem to be far more concerned with get-
ting elected than with passing legislation. concerning prep. (i HiE) % F : Police are anx-
ious to hear any information concerning his whereabouts.
® component n. (HUMELFR G ] X 430 57 1) 3B {4: B4

All components should be tested before they are assembled.

[ A1) element (AT EA ) TR, i4) : An essential element of democracy is the
secret ballot. i

constituent (GGRINZ BB ML 20 B 7 » JTCE : Scientists have to break the com-
pound into its constituents in order to analyze it.

ingredient (% AT Y R4, Bkl . Mushrooms are the main ingredient in this dish.
© domestic adj,

@ E MM : They produce cars both for the domestic market and for export.

© FEEW : Women who are victims of domestic violence are often reluctant to seek
outside help.

Q BRKK » B FKEER : She is not at all domestic.

@ 9L, X F:H): We don’t keep any domestic dogs.

[i741) domestic appliance/equipment 5 HjH1 %% ; domestic fuel |2 F#2 %} ; domestic fun-
gus & B ; domestic partner [ /% 3 ; domestic pigeon {3 4% ; domestic science (HAEE) R
B
@ company n. (ZIEEAKRAER) A F

My father works for an insurance company.

LFRISGHADY firm CHAKHER, BB/ AT, (. B % W RS %) B 5 7. He
worked for a law firm for ten years,

business (/NI ES) B4l . When we first set up our printing business there were
only two of us.

corporation CRED L], 4k : IBM is one of the biggest corporations in the US,.

O adjust v.

O GBAIERE S 2O %, #5354 : They adjusted the budget to allow for inflation.

@ &ML, J1BTF 1t took George a couple of weeks to adjust to his new job.

@ (REGFEIEED $ K 1P : Mr. Howard demanded to adjust his losses before settling

the accident.

(A i1 adapt RN SMRIFEAAL) 5ERL : They adapted themselves to the warmer
climate. '
© environment n. 5, RIFE

Only part of your character is inherited from your parents; the rest comes from your
environmerit.




LAl LAY circumstances (FEBEHE YR 15 %, 373% . It is impossible to say how you
would react—it depends on the circumstances.

climate (Fe7R8 M40 257 42 FBIE) 5 Hl, 35 1% . We hope to take on more workers
when the financial climate gets better.

miliew (NS A4 #)) %1 2B 7, 3745 : The movement is due in large part to the in-
tellectual milieu that is conducive to bold experimentation in the arts.

setting (3L 2R KRG AW sl E T AR 1) SR 5 CHiha] s A 2R 45 .
He chose an early 20th century setting for his novel.

surroundings (NS Bk B4R ) B 1 3R 8%, B Bl. The house is set in beautiful
surroundings near the lake.

CE SR DUE TR IRE T A (investment) climate; F535 3E Rl 15 e 25 B8 1 35 45
H infrastructure,
® collapse v.

O GEFY) Y15 : There was a loud explosion and the whole apartment block simply
collapsed.

@ KW, FLf# : Our plan will collapse unless we get more help.

O (RPN I FRROBT , BB, OB L AT M : Isabel appeared
to be momentarily overcome by the heat and collapsed into the nearest chair,

@ (Hr#8%) BBk : The price of copper collapsed.

® #%& : The legs of our card table collapse so we can store it in the closet.

[#4i5]] collapsible adj. W17 #&(¥): She drew a collapsible umbrella from her handbag
and opened it.
@ conform v,

© R, 38 W] - The foreign businessmen are ready to conform to local customs.

@ &, T (AEMRINILLIAD : She refused to conform to society’ s idea of
women’s proper role.

(15 3R] comply #F QERXHE M%) . The bosses are told that they must comply
with the European employment laws.

keep to (REZO) BT (BEHIFESS) Keep to the law, but apart from that, do whatever
you have to do to find the man.

observe (B.0>)#5Y . Too many accidents are occurring at work because employers are
" not observing the safety regulations.,
stick to the rules (i) A& #<F: We can’t have proper meetings unless everybody

sticks to the rules.

uphold ({5THIE) WIS GEBHIEZ) . It is the duty of the court to uphold the law

and punish lawbreakers.

@ hire .
O CiimBS) FFH - She had to hire a dress for the party.
@ H#:Do you know a shop that hires out pianos?



@ () s T4 8 FH : She decides to hire a private detective to find out who is black-
mailing her.

@ (EYRB (EE¥IEM employ): The company is accused of not hiring enough
women,

[i7)41]) hire car {it i 1/ % ; hired girl (Jk3%) Z B £ {f; hired hand (3£) % T ; hired
man (J63%) £ 5 1 ; hireling /& T_; hire purchase(30) 4} 4 S X%

@® community n.

O EEER—X) L& E R, # X : The local community was shocked by the at-
tack.

@ (the community) # 4, /4 #k: The whole community will benefit from the wide
range of resources now available at the college.

@ Bk, 3 H, # . The scientific community needs to prevent such cheating from re-
peating itself.

@ (HERKBEMBUE L5 3K The African Economic Community aims to improve
African cooperation.

® (BB MEW. R 25%) —8(, A : Organized religion can provide the sense of
community. .

® (F—XKAE KBRS ) BETS : Professor Swanson studies the communi-
ties of insect-eating birds.

(7411 community care (BCEREMIRRA B A R EREA ) X 48 F B ; community
center #L[X{& (> ; community chest (38) 31 [X 2% 3% 3t 4 ; community college 3 [X 2% Bt ;
community home (%[ A 4E R0 HHAD T 2 WP I A 4) Ba o0 , 5447 ; community
policing /=&, i &l ; community property (K3)3t45 147 ; community service FoR%f
2328 TAE , CGRREE A R ic mi i) 41 X T4 ; academic community 2% R 5 ; scientific com-
munity £} 5 ; virtual community i R2%) g HLiH R
® ignore v,

O BB AR, BEASEWM) A FHEE: Someone made a rude noise, which the
teacher decided to ignore.

@ KmFEEGE—FEEHY) : The disaster occurred simply because safety recommen-
dations had been ignored by the airline officials.

@ OB (#YF) : The court ignored his appeal.
® give way to A

@© iBik, AR :It’s her mother’s fault for giving way to her too often.

@ EA EH2EE, Hit.Don’t give way to tears.

B HKeeeeee FrA B, ibA7 F : Steam trains gave way to electric trains soon after the war.

[i7)41] give birth to 4= UNED , 724 (£ ) ; give color to fgi----+- WHjHE, e i-.eee- {5
J¥ ; give credit to #1{5 ; give currency to f54% (J£ 115 8.) ; give (an) ear/eye to FHHBR T (1) 5
give effect to {430, 30 ; give heed to 7 7, X1 ; give the lie to F W GEBLE) Rt give
pause to [ |- ; give rise to ‘3:3(; give thought to % &, B ; give tongue to (HHiE) k%




ik s give vent to F2ik (%) ; give voice to ik (W) s give weight to Jill5E, i E
@ gap n.

@ 1,241 : The light was coming through a tiny gap under the door.

@ lges& , 111% : The main road goes through the mountain gap.

@ (HH%%) 45 : The work fills in a gap in herbal medicine.

@ (Wf[E]a A5 [a]) T, [B] 8K . 1 bridged a gap in the conversation by telling a joke.

® 43, &, 22 : Nothing is done to narrow the gap between the two countries on
the issue.

[i7£H] bridge/close/fill in/fill up/stop/supply a gap I 4b%5 (9, £k ; stand in the gap
HEERHPY, 53 BR T, P #1; communications gap (F R [RI4E 8 . W 4% . SC Ak BOE WA i 7
A ) LR s credibility gap {52, (48 ® 7 A+ 5 17) A —35K; generation gap fL14;
spark gap K AEB, 855 25 ; trade gap %7 5 224
® aspect n.

@ TWEHE, 5P : My hometown has taken on an entirely new aspect.

@ GERPIND M, 716 : We went into a greenhouse with a southern aspect.

Q@ FH1E . #£F : He said it with a very gracious aspect.

@ CREERD AL, (B F— 71 : We should consider a problem in all its aspects.

L6 SR)Y facer (ABEBRE AR H 24 14) J5 1 2 — : Economists have to understand all
the new facets of market competition.

factor R E T, 4 WA — 75 i : The most important factor in professional
sport is psychology.

side (A]YREELLBLIA)) A T H HiZ — : The newspaper only told one side of the story.
@ divest v,

O BEE P Iz AR » 4K : The servant helped to divest the king of his royal
garments,

@ RIZF GEAMBLS FURIES) , 8B - It might become necessary to divest the chair-
man of his power.

@ JH3E,1EWh - 1 shall be pleased to divest myself of the responsibility of such impor-
tant work.

L[5 LRI deprive/rib/strip someone o f
® arise v.

O (R PLE NS BB, 22 3. We must make the document absolutely clear to
ensure misunderstandings do not arise.

@ B, 4 : Many questions arise out of the results of this research,

@ (CZ#iE) &K : He hastily arose from his seat and rushed out,

[ 3% X ] arouse M, 32 ; The letter aroused in him a sense of urgency.

rise FHi2, 1%k : China’s international prestige is continually rising.
® occur v,

- @ HFHE, B Whooping cough is a condition which occurs mainly in young children,



@ HE(EE . MW2A%) . Such a simple explanation never occurred to me!
@ (HHETE) K4 : The court will decide what occurred on the night Andy died.
[[E 5 id]) happen (Z T O8> &4 : Before I realized what was happening, the car

had spun off the road and into a ditch.

take place (FeitR) K H: %47 : The wedding will take place at St. Andrew’s church.

! Word formation

multi-: many
multilateral (% i4489)
multinational (¥ & &9)
pre-: before
preliminary (#74 8§)
precaution (FiE¥)
-ced, -ceed.move
recede (J5ik)
proceed (#47)
-cent: a hundred
percentage (& 4-tb)
centurial (—4#-%42.89)
-clud, -clus:close, shut
conclusion (%5 %)
preclude (HEH)
cogn-; know

cognate (& #49)
recognize (FA1%)
demo- ; people
democratize (K, .4%)
demagogue (&3 &)

flect, flex:turn, bend

reflex (B4

flexible (5 & eh8y)
pon:put, place
component (£H 8%,%9)
exponent (#i£469)
-cracy: ruling, class
autocracy (% %)% A)
aristocracy (Fz&M-£)

multifarious ( % #69)
multitude( & %)

premature (it-$49)
preconception (4 1,)

unprecedented (& X 374) 89)
accede (#H4E)

centipede (¥&)
centenarian (§ %4%)

claustrophobia (¢ F] Z M 5% )
recluse (F&+)

incogn'ito" (F&4E3F £ 3b)
cognitive (GA % 89)

demography (A © %3+ %)
epidemic GAAFH)

deflect (4@ 4&)
genuflect G£E)

propone (340
postpone (3£ /&)

bureaucracy (‘B ##54)
technocracy (3 K 4.7%)




