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The environmental cause of China is

enhanced as China grows. It is also becoming
mature as our country is growing mature.
Summarizing and reflecting upon what we have
done in environmental protection may enable
us to find keys to our future. ,
In front of us is a pictorial recording the
growth of the environmental cause of China.
With this, we take history as our teacher bearing
in mind our old motto of reviewing the past

may help you find something new.
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CHAPTER ONE HISTORY OF CHINA'S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
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Comprehensive Planning,
Comprehensive Layout,
Comprehensive Reuse, Recycling
Wastes, Protecting Environment
through Public Participation and Action
and Creating Well-being for People.
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The late Premier Zhou Enlai was the founder of the modern cause of
environmental protection in China. Under his leadership and chairmanship,
we adopted a 32-character policy for environmental protection in the
1970's, which read as above.
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For fifty years since the founding of PRC, in particular
after the reform and opening policy was adopted, the
environmental cause has been experiencing constant growth
from scratch. The 1950's and the 1960's witnessed the initial
planning for environmental protection. It was put on national
agenda at the end of the 1970's. In the 1980's considerable
growth was accomplished. The 1990's ushered in a new

phase of rapid development of environmental protection.
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Mr. Wan Li, former Chairman of National People's Congress, put a high
value on environmental protection.
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The United Nations convened the Conference on
Human Environment in June 1972. The Chinese
government sent a delegation to attend the conference
and contributed actively to the success of this
conference. The State Council convened the First
National Conference on Environmental Protection
from August 5 to 20, 1973 in Beijing. Since then the
environmental cause of China was officially
inaugurated. The leading group of environmental
protection under the State Council was established
formally on October 25, 1974.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China pointed out that pollution elimination and
environmental protection was one of main part of socialist
modernization process when commenting on a report on
environmental protection submitted by the leading group of
environmental protection under the State Council on
December 31, 1978. The Department of Environmental
Protection was established in the Ministry of Urban and
Rural Construction and Environmental Protection in 1982.
The State Council convened the Second National Conference
on Environmental Protection in December 1983. At this
meeting environmental protection was adopted as one of

basic national policies.
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The State Council convened the First National Conference on Environmental
Protection from August 5 to 20, 1973 in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.
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The State Council convened the Second National Conference on
Environmental Protection in December 1983 in Beijing. The government
adopted environmental protection as one of basic national policies and put
forward the strategic policy of simultaneous planning, operation and
development of economy, urban and rural construction and environment to
achieve unity of economic, social and environmental benefits.
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The State Council convened the Third National Conference on Environmental
Protection in April 1989 in Beijing. The government adopted and improved a
series of environment management rules and measures, such as
environmental impact assessment, 'three simultaneity’, pollution levies, giving
deadlines for pollution abatement and integrated pollution control.
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The State Council convened the Fourth National Conference on Environmental
Protection in July 1996. The conference adopted the policy of giving equal
importance to pollution prevention and control and ecological conservation
and decided to carry out two major actions, i.e. the implementation of the
Total-amount Control of Pollutants and the Trans-century Green Projects Plan.
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Premier Li Peng delivered a speech in the Unite Nations Conference on Environment and

Development in 1992.

EHE P IBRIFESR NS5 E & T-F L85 REEX T

The leaders of the Environmental Protection Committee of the State Council discussed
with the leaders of the four provinces of the river basin about the long-term plan for pollution
prevention and control in the Huaihe River Basin.
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Mr. Qu Geping, the first Administrator of the National
Environmental Protection Agency (1988-1993) talked with Mr.
Tolba, the former Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Program.

199448 § 24 H, ER BRI /5 /5 1K SFIRE L AT TE 15
Mr. Xie Zhenhua, the then Administrator of NEPA, was having
on-site inspection in the Huaihe River Basin on August 24, 1994.
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The National Symposium on Family Planning and Environmental
Protection was held in Beijing on March 15, 1998. President Jiang Zemin,
also the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China, chaired the symposium and delivered an important speech.
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The Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China has held the symposium on two basic national policies
for three consecutive years during the annual sessions of
the National People's Congress and the People's Political
Consultative Congress of China respectively in 1997, 1998
and 1999. In 1999, the symposium was renamed as one on
population, natural resources and environment. The leaders
of both the state and the communist party had the chance to
listen to the report of environmental protection directly.
President Jiang Zemin pointed out that the chief leaders of
both the communist party and the administration should take
environmental protection as his/her own responsibility and
shoulder the biggest responsibility for environmental quality.
Mr. Jiang required that the responsibility, investment and
measures be put in place for environmental protection. He
also required that comprehensive decision-making relating
to environment and development be established and
improved and four rules established such as unified
supervision and management by environmental authority,
different responsibilities cared by different sectoral
departments, ensuring environmental investment and public
participation. He also required that the environmental
protection should be legalized and follow rule of law. He
called on all the leaders at all levels to take into consideration
long-term interests and to make efforts to improve
environment not only in the last few years of this century
but also in the early next century, even in the whole stage of
primary socialism. Party committees and governments at
all levels must make continuous efforts in the environmental

protection year after year regardless of who is in charge.
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Mr. Deng Xiaoping took part in the voluntary tree planting activity. He inscribed
in 1982, which read as planting trees to green our mother country and benefit
our offsprings.
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The environmental protection volunteers from Beijing planted trees on the
North Shaanxi Loess Plateau to protect the ecological environment on the
banks of the Yellow River.
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SEPA carried out inspection on law
enforcement relating to the pollution
abatement in Baiyangdian.
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