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* I'mgoingto ...... HE. .. Woqu

" (1) The airport #117 jichdng
(2) Sanlitun =2 Sanlitun
(3) Beijing Railway Station JEF ¥4 Béijing Zhan

* How long will it take to get to ...
B, ELKERE Dao .. yao diochang shijian?

* Firstwewilgoto .., thenwewillgoto ... #{l%%x.... B%x. ..
Women xian qu.. ., zai qu

» We are sharing this taxi: we'll drop her off first then me 3£ {1 —#4$T%
FiXihEIXFE. Women yigi da chée, xian song 1a zai song wo.

* Take whichever way will be fastest #§ JLtREMRJL Nar kuai 200 nds

* Atthe .. makealeft /right f£. . . & /A% 741 zud/you zhuan

(1) intersection +F#& 0 shizi lukdu
(2) stoplight 47 £24T hénglidéng
{3) road entrance &M lukou

* Go.. .. .7 Wang . 2z26u
(1) north it béi (2)south g nan (3)east & dong (4) west 7f xi
e Turn... fF...% Wang.. zhudn
(1) right /left /% you [/ zud (2} that way FBiH nabian
* Turn around (U-tum) gL Didotou
* Not here A JL bu zai zher
* Keep going #&EFE Jixu zou
* Go straight HF Zhi zou
* Gototheend EZF|L Zou dao tou
* Exit here MiXJLH % Cong zher chaqu
* Drive (faster / slower) FF (1 / 1) = JL Kai (kuai / man} diant
* Take the auxiliary road (bike lane) 48 Z6u fulu

* S/he will get off, but [ will keep going
T FHIEHFE Ta xiache, wd jiézhe zou

* Please wait here, I will be back in a little bit
BFE—<)L. #5 EE% Qing déng yihuir, wo mashang huildi

* We're picking someone up Ff1FE#E A Women qu }ié ge ren
« Stop here {21 JLIE Ting zher ba

* I'llget out here F X)L T Wo zai zher xia




* Hello {fR%F Ni hio

* Wait a moment H—T Déng yixia

* Thank you i#fiff Xiexie

* You're welcome & 5 Bu keqi

* Where is the bathroom? [fi fff Z£#8 )| Céstio zai nar?
¢ How much does it cost? £/># 7 Dlioshao gian?

* Excuse me / Sorry to trouble you (to get attention)
MAREBBALR Duibugl mafan ni

* Canlaskyou ... iffa—T ... Qing wén yi xia ...

* Canyou help me? fRo] ¥ FH— TME? NI kéyi bing wo yixia ma?
* Help (lit: save life)! F#F1 Jiu ming!

* Idontwantit (F)FRE (Wa) buyao

* here X J| zhér

* there 3B JL nar

Communication

* Do you speak English? {R£&i 3 EM ? NT hui shud yingyll ma?

* I don't speak Chinese
RALHE G WO bu hui shud zhdngweén

* I don't understand
A1l WO ting buddng

* I beg your pardon / Could you repeat that?
BEEY¥ —KE, Néng chongfu yi bian ma? /
HIRFFIE—iB Qing ni zai shud yi bian

* Could you point to the phrase in this book?
REEEX A B BIEHXAME0,?

N7 néng zai zhe bén shi Ii zhichu zhé geé ¢i ma?
* Just a minute, I'll look it up
T, ®IE—# Déng yixia, wd zhdo yi zhdo

* I can't find the word/phrase
B FH XA F /38 WO zhio bu zhao zhe gé zi / ¢i
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INTRODU C T o

he Mandarin Phrasebook is designed to help foreigners get
Tmore out of life in Beijing. It introduces essential phrases,

vocabulary and slang that enable readers to communicate ef-
fectively in the daily situations they encounter in Beijing - from renting
an apartment and interviewing an ayi to chatting with a cabdriver
and bargaining in the markets.

This book is not a dry textbook, however. To be sure, it is informa-
tive and accurate, yet like all true Beijing ren, it is also leavened with
irreverent humor and favors local idioms over standard Mandarin.
Best of all, it promises the benefit of a heightened Beijing experience
without the drawback of a final exam.

Organization

ike its companion volume - the Insider’s Guide to Beijing
Lguidebook ~ this phrasebook is divided into 15 chapters, each

of which tackles a major aspect of life in Beijing (Kids, Housing,
Nightlife and so on). This Introduction chapter begins with a primer on
the pronunciation and grammar of Mandarin as well as a collection
of basic nouns, verbs and adjectives.

All the words and phrases contained in the book are written in
English, Chinese characters and Pinyin with tone marks. Each chapter
provides examples of how to use relevant vocabulary and phrases,
as well as responses typically offered by Beijingers. This material is
augmented by illustrations and sidebars that delve into topics both
practical and obscure. For convenient reference, an English-Manda-
rin/Mandarin-English glossary is included in the back.

Thanks to such content, the book should appeal to readers with
differing levels of Mandarin proficiency. It promises to teach the pro-
ficient speaker things s/he would never, ever learn in a class.

Pronunciation

dopted by China in the late 1950s, Pinyin is a system of Roman-
izing the sounds of Mandarin Chinese to make them recogniz-

ble to learners. This phrasebook uses Pinyin, in which each
sound is the combination of initials {a consonant) and finals (one or
more vowels, sometimes with n or ng). Many letters and sounds in
Pinyin can be read normally for English speakers, while some are
quite different. Familiarizing yourself with the system pays off, be-
cause street signs and proper names are all written in pinyin.

* The consonantsfinitials: b, ch, d, f, g, h, k, |, m,n, p, s, sh, t w,y
can all be read as in English

2



_@s INTRODUCTION

| * The letters below follow these special pronunciation rules:
| c is like ts in hats
j is like the j in jeans
q is like ch in cheek, with a puff of air
x is best described as a hissing cross between s and sh, with
a pulf of air. {There is no similar sound in English)
z is like ds in lids
| zh is like a burly j sound, sort of like the g sound in German
(similar in tongue position to the ‘ch’ and ‘sh’)
’ r is like the ur in pleasure (in American English)

The vowel sounds in Chinese are actually more consistent

when written in pinyin than when they are written in English.

a like the ain far

e onits own is a bit like uh or the French oe in oeuf, but when used
~as a final it is like the e in yes

i like ee in free, but after ch, ¢, zh, 2, sh and s is like the i in rip

o like the o in more

u like the u in flute, but like i when afterq, jx

i like the French tu

Combined Letters

an  like ahn

ang like ahng

en  like the un in under

eng like ung in rung

er like er in murder

ian like yen

iang like yahng

in like ean in mean

ing like the ing in bling-bling
iong like yohng

ong like ohng

uan like cowahn {or cowen after x, j, and q)
uang like wahng

un  oohn

uan like you ahn

=
Eel
o
L)
~
=

* Many of these combined vowel sounds (aka diphthongs) are unlike
their English pronunciations and must be memorized.

ai like eye

ao  like ow in cow

ei like the ay in hay



