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Mr.Wen Shikun, born in Jinping County, Yunnan province,

About the Artist

graduated from Yunnan University, majored in Chinese language
and literature. He is a Party member of CPC, an associate
research fellow, an art teacher and chief-director of Gejiu
Municipal Mass Art Center, a national photographer, a provincial
artist with moral integrity, a prefectural expert, a managing director
of Yunnan Provincial Photographers Association, chairman of
Honghe Prefectural Photographers Association, chairman of Gejiu
Municipal Literary Federation.

He stepped in the circle of photography in 1980. His works
have been repeatedly selected for national exhibitions, more
than a hundred won domestic or international prizes, more than a
thousand are published in newspapers, magazines and albums.
He became a member of the Photographers Association of
China in 1990, and a of the Photograp A iation
of Yunnan Province the same year. An individual exhibition
in honor of him was held by the Mass Art Center of Yunnan.
He participated in the Sixth Representative Photographers
Conference of China in 2002 and was approved by Honghe
prefecture as an expert in 2005. In 2006 he was entitied “Artist
with Moral Integrity” by Yunnan Provincial Literary Federation.
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| used to think of following the fashion of inviting a famous
person or a high rank leader to write the preface for my album.
Such conduct is said able to add a ring of light over my book,
or increase its importance. It should not be difficult for me,
according 1o my social relations, to accomplish this. But | was
puzzled by why | should do so. Hesitated and again, | came
to decide on giving up the light ring and importance, because
it was inconvenient to post the sample book forth and back.
Secondly, | felt reluctant to bother anyone with difficulty. The
third, also the main reason is that | would have felt hurt in the
heart if | would not say a word to express myself. It has not
been easy for me to publish such a good-looking garish book.
So, it was better that | speak something to be the preface.

In the early 80s of the 20th century, |, a man reached the
age of establishing a career, stepped into the shreshold of
photography. | had previously experienced compiling local
operas, writing short plays, composing poems, writing stories,
and publishing something in newspapers and magazines,
but achieved nothing special and saw no sign of prosperity.
Thanks to the lucky fortune of mine, | was finally given the
chance to contact photography, which perfectly matching my
personality by showing the reality in a natural way. making
records genuinely, and reveals problems sharply, Since
then, | began to express myself frankly or convey my feelings
mildly with pictures. Though | had the honor to have visited
and photographed lots of places domestically and abroad, the
place always appeared in my dream and drew me into crazy
love was Honghe, my hometown, where | was born and brought
up. In this prefecture, there are naturally carved terraced-fields
and caves, spectacular and majestic peaks and rivers, colorful
customs, and hard working honest villagers. They let me feel
proud and crazy and made me cry with tears and shocks. | had
no other choice than holding my camera and trying my best to
keep the real spirits of the place

In the past 20 years, hundreds of hundreds of pictures were
made. Many have been shown or published. Many won prizes
and additional fame. But this has never been the effect |
regarded highly, or the level | pursued. My greatest satisfaction
should be that my heart be baptized by photography, my
temper be cultivated by photography and my understanding of
lile be obtained through photography. From the rapidly passing

time of a | have greedily the nutrition
needed for a whole life journey.

The time when photography was monopolized by a few
people has gone. The time when a person could win a prize
or became famous by a single occasional piece or a group of
pictures will never return. Photography is now a mass culture
and a mass enjoyment of art. It has become easy and difficuit
at the meantime. It' s easy, as what said by a camera shop
keeper, “What you need is to shoot, let me do the rest” . But
it' s difficult because a picture must be thoughtful, artistic and
meaningful, we feel less and less able to release the shutter.

Photography makes us happy, healthy and young. Thousands
of its fans are seeking and enjoying the art. But | realized
deeply that art is only found at the releasing of shutter when the
artist’ s heart and soul quivers. Art has no certain form, it s
incomparable, and has no uniformed standard. But it can make
you raise your brows, excite you and run your imagination.
Facing the collection of my tens of thousands of pictures, 3 or
5 percent were to be selected for the book. What should | do to
pick, to design and to compile them? Which ones are artistic? |
was confused, hesitating, and happy painfully.

Today, the draft is finalized for publication. | am comforted as
well as anxious. Good or not, let the judgment be given by the
readers. My last frank words are: Works collected in the album
are basically made with cameras of 135 Yashica FX-3, Nikon
Fm2, and Nikon F90x. Objectives caught are from Honghe,
stars and the moon, rivers, fields and villages, flowers and
birds, pigs, dogs, bulls and apes, women and men, aged and
young, life and work, except for the picture “Burning Music" ,
the statue of Nie ER in it is from Yuxi, yet the rising sun is from
Jianshui of Honghe (twice exposure).So the album was named

“Honghe Framed in Mr.Wen' s 35mm Eyes" .

Thanks to my colleagues, leaders, and friends who supported
the publication of the album.

Thanks to my teachers and fellow photographers who have
been always supporting me.

Thanks to every reader of the album.

Wen Shikun
2007, in Gejiu City
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