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Memora| | Qﬁg&otes

(Ellie Andrews] Well, I proved once and [$5RF - REGRT] RE/DUF KRR LR

for all that the limb is mightier
than the thumb.

HERZT,

[Peter Warne ] You know, I saw an island i (%8 KA ﬁag%§Uﬁ~4\j@}Z\#Eﬁdx

in the Pacific once. Never been
able to forget it. That’s where I'd
like to take her. She’d have to
be the sort of a girl who’d jump
in the surf with me and love it as
much as I did. You know, nights
when you, the moon and the
water all become one, you feel
you’re part of something big and

marvelous. That’s the only place
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to live. The stars are so close
overhead you feel you could

reach up and stir them around.

[Peter Warne| Who me? 1’m the whip—

poorwill that cries in the night. I’'m
the soft morning breeze that ca—

resses your lovely face.

[Alexander Andrews| I thought so. I knew

there was something on your
mind. There, there, there now.
What’s the matter? You haven’t
fallen in love with someone else,
have you? Have you? I haven’t
seen you cry since you were a
baby. This must be serious. Where
did you meet him?
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[Ellie] Yes, he does! He despises every— [RF ] R, iR, fhEfLIREK—
thing about me. He says that I’m ), i, M IR T, X AR
spoiled and selfish, and pampered, AR, I YL R R

and thoroughly insincere.




Plot Summary

Ellie Andrews (Claudette Colbert) is a spoiled rich girl who hates the fact that her father
Alexander (Walter Connolly) doesn’t approve of her marriage to King Westley (Jameson
Thomas). After an argument, Ellie jumps off their yacht and swims off to freedom. Alexan—
der sends his men after her, but they’re unsuccessful in bringing her back. With Miami as
the starting point, Ellie begins a trip to New York City to visit King Westley and warn him
that her father wants their marriage annulled.
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Peter Warne (Clark Gable) is a newspaper reporter on his way back to NYC from Miami.
He meets Ellie, but doesn’t know who she is at first. They sit together on the bus only be—
cause other seats aren’t available. She doesn’t like his company, though he’s more lenient
and open. Ellie’s story appears in the paper, with Alexander offering a $10,000 reward for

her return. Peter reads the article and comes up with a plan. He will personally deliver Ellie
to King Westley, helping her avoid her father’s hired help, but simultaneously document
their trip so he can have the story of the year.
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Peter is truthful about his plan. He explains his intentions, and since Ellie is out of money,
she has no choice but to go with him. They have several misadventures along the way, such
as resorting to hitchhiking and trading clothes for gasoline. Nearing New York, with their
many adventures coming to an end, they find that they are reluctantly in love and afraid to
admit it to each other. After she mistakenly thinks that Warne has run out on her Ellie rec—

onciles with her father returns to King Wesley.
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The wedding ceremony begins, but on the way to the altar her father explains the situation
to Ellie and tells her he has a car waiting for her if she changes her mind. At the moment in
the ceremony she is asked to say “I will,” Ellie picks up the train of her wedding dress,
flees from a mainstream marriage and rushes off to Peter’s waiting car.
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The screenplay, co-written by director Frank Capra (uncredited) and Robert Riskin, was
based on an August 1933 Cosmopolitan magazine story titled “Night Bus” by Samuel Hop—
kins Adams. This is the first film to win the Oscar “grand slam” (Best Picture, Best Actor,
Best Actress, Best Director and Screenplay), as well as the first film to won both Academy
Award and the National Board of Review Award for the Best Picture.
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While shooting the scene where he undresses, Clark Gable had trouble removing his
undershirt while keeping his humorous flow going. As a result the undershirt was abandoned
altogether when Gable removed his shirt. It then became cool to not wear an undershirt. The
scene is credited as the number-one cause for not only the large drop in undershirt sales
around the country for the following two years, but the implementation of product placement
in movies to come. In response, underwear manufacturers tried to sue Columbia
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Friz Freleng’s unpublished memoirs mention that this was one of his favorite films, and
that it contains at least three things upon which the character “Bugs Bunny” was based:
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* The character Oscar Shapely’s (Roscoe Karns) personality 8 #i-F - ¥ F|( FH#Hl -
RRARE) I N |

*  The manner in which Peter Warne (Clark Gable) was eating carrots and talking quick—
ly at the same time %73 - IR B (Fehr 32 - g 110 ) — AR E AR b, — L REBERT
X

*  An imaginary character mentioned by Peter once to frighten Oscar Shapely named

“Bugs Dooley." 18 4 TR B3 & - vb- & F 3 R — AW L BAF)”

*  Yosemite Sam was inspired by Alexander Andrews (Walter Connolly) # L1 #8 () R /&
3k B Y57 LUK - 22 e (IR R % - RV R .

*  Pepe LePew was inspired by King Westley (Jameson Thomas). Pepe LePew (—R#
FHEE O RBEK B & - HHEF (BR&-£155).

Constance Bennett and Myrna Loy, among others, turned the script down. Claudette Col-
bert only accepted because Capra promised he would double her salary and she would be
done in four weeks. She disliked the film so much she didn’t even attend the Oscais; when
she won for Best Actress she was found about to leave on a trip and was rushed to the cere—

mony, where she made her acceptance speech in a traveling suit.
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Clark Gable, who was under contract to MGM, - was on loan to Columbia (a less presti—

gious studio at the time) as a punishment for his raucous off-camera behavior.
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“It Happened One Night (1934) is one of the greatest romantic comedies in film history,
and a film that has endured in popularity. ”
——Tim Dirks, Tim Dirks’ the Greatest Films
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“One of the most enduring romantic comedies of Hollywood’s golden age... The opposites-
attract comedy still works, though Gable’s dismissive treatment of pampered Colbert,
which played well with Depression-era audiences, seems dated today.”

~——Steven D. Greydanus, Decent Films Guide
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“Not only will the Walls of Jericho fall, but so will the walls of your heart.”
Matt Easterbrook, Matt’s Movie Reviews
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“The romantic comedy that all others draw from, few imitate effectively, and none have

been able to replicate.”

Phil Villarreal, Arizona Daily Star
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“Still as good as everyone says it is.”
—Jeffrey M. Anderson, San Francisco Examiner
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Mini Biography of the Director and

Leading

Actor and Actress
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Director: Frank Capra #B>2% - R¥hr

Frank Capra was born on May 18, 1897 in Sicily. On May 10, 1903, his family left
for America, arriving in New York. He began its career as a gag writer for silent com—
edy kings Hal Roach and Mack Sennett, eventually working for comic actor Harry
Langdon as a writer and later director. After the egocentric star decided to direct him—
self, Capra went to Columbia-then a minor studio-and began an amazing affiliation
that, through his efforts, brought the company “major” status. He did everything from
tearjerkers to adventures to comedies to whodunits, and tackled such dicey issues as
Jewish assimilation in The Younger Generation (1929), evangelism in The Miracle
Woman (1931), miscegenation in The Bitter Tea of General Yen and bank fraud in
American Madness (both 1932).




