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Preface

China’'s EIA program, as a part of the
China’s environmental protection managem —
ent system played an important role in the
control of new pollution resource, accelera—
tion of the old pollution treatment, sustain —
able development strategies performance and
balance as well as improvement of ecologi—
cal’ environment .

EIA program has been undertaken in
China for more than 20 years and steadily
improved and advanced through many years
practice . It has features of her own, cert—
ified assessment is one of them.n the mid —
dle of 1980’s, certificate system had been
stipulated while Chinese EIA legal provisions
were not refined as expected. EIA Certificate
Management Measures for Infrastructure
Projects was duly promulgated in 1989 by
the National Environment Projection Agency,
two bypes of EIA certificate were issued:
Class A and Class B, the Institute’'s qualifi —
cation, procedures for application of certif -
icate and performance requirements were
specified in detail, regular and routine qua—
lified system were established in the Meas—
ures . Currently there are more than 600 EIA

institutes existing in China and 8000 capable
EIA professionals . Since 1990, the training
programs have been constantly undertaken
for- the management cadres and technicians,
All the EIA professionals and personnels are
required to be trained and qualified for the
for the certificate. Professional capability of
Chinese EIA personnel and institute as well
as EIA report quality shoull be further impr—
oved in order for the EIA program to play
a big role .

This book collected circumstances to
the higher level of the EIA institutes nation—
wide. It is a thorough introduction informa—
tions of the ElA institutes in China.lt helps
the project proponent and environmental re —
gulatory agency know better about the ins—
titutes personnels, equipment and performa—
nce achievements, etc. Meanwhile, the bo—
ok adopted Chinese —English bilingually and
this may give the foreigners a hand to un—
derstand more about China’s EIA institutes,
it will create conditions for domestic instit —
utes to march forward to the world .
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ROLE AND PROSPECT OF CHINA'S ENVIRONMENT
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

China’s EIA originoted from the beginning of 1970s. Over
the last 20 yeoars, it hos been grodually developed and improved. So
for, the EIA has become a complete system and o critical rule for
China’ s environment protection administration.

The combination of EIA progrom and the Three Synchronies
to, make the environment administration to the construction pro-
jects plays animportant role in keeping economic development and
environment protection coordinated. When carrying out the EIA
program and the Three Synchronies, to make the environment od-
ministration system work properly with other environment pro-
tection rules and establish the complete environment administration
and protection system of Chinese features, the following measures
should be taken;combining the policy of using the experience of
new projects to promote the development of old projects with the
rule of bringing the pollution under control within time deod-
lines , linking local EIA with local potlutonts control plan and pol-
lution centralized control process;carrying out the rule of “quality
check before acceptance and the urban unified plan as well as the
environment protection responsibility system, combining the Three
Synchronies with the rule of pollutants emission charge.

I EIA program guarantees the implement of the continuous
development strategy

The practice of carrying out the EIA progrom indicates thot
EIA in the feasibility stage of the project, which fully studies the
feasibility of the project in terms of environment, is o key measure
to corry out the principle of Put Prevention First, Combine Pre-
vention with Comprehensive Control and guorontees the coordi-
nated growths of economic benefit, social benefit as well os envi-
ronmental benefit. The main functions are as follows.

1. Carrying out the principle of Put Prevetion First and coord-

inating the reiation between environment and economy development

The average nature resources in China, such os mineral re-
source, water resource and forest resource, is lower than that of
the world. In oddition, the environment poliution in some areas is
considerably serious. Environment problems, to some extents, will
prevent economy from developing and threaten the people’ s
health, so Chinese government makes Environment Protection a bo-
sic policy. Carrying out the EIA progrom is simply to find out the
degree of effect on environment coused by humon activities by
means of scientific study, reduce the environment consumption,
minimize the environment poliution and the damage to ecological
balonce, and avoid the mistoke resulted from the policy of “treat-
ment after pollution has been found .

E1A performed in the strategic stage of the projects is a sci-
entific feasibility study aiming ot protecting environment and coor-
dinating the growths of environment benefits and economy benefit.

The submitted EIA report along with the official written re-
ply will provide clear and scientific answers to some major envi-
ronmental problems encountered after the projects have been put to
use.

The regulatory agencies EIA report and its main conclusions
will be approved by the environmental regulatory agencies. It will
be a critical basis for approval, design, as well as construction of
the project. This will ensure the implement of the principle of Put
Prevention First .

2. Properly arranging the industry layout to promote the eco-
nomic development

EIA needs to consider the factors such as resources, energy
source, tronsportation, technology, economy, consumption, etc, and
analyze the current environment situation and its endurance, aiso
propose the prevention and control plan. This will make the ratio-
nal construction project layout possible.



