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TRADITIONAL FESTIVALS AND GORGEOUS COSTUMES OF ETHNIC GROUPS
IN GUIZHOU
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2. A gathering of silver horns and sweet smiles.

3. IEIGEA 3. Paintings of the Yao ethnic group.
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Everyone has memories of his or her own. A pure
memory is not a process of time, but a deposit of time
fragments. It appears soundlessly and embraces you
with its warmth calmly. From time to time, it ripples
in your heart, producing zero sound.

To me, the initial memory of festivals and cos-
tumes comes from my childhood when I wore new
clothes to celebrate the New Year. On the eve of the
1978 Chinese New Year, like numerous other little girls,
I folded up my new clothes for the forth-coming grand
festival and put it beside my pillow. Looking at the
clothes and enjoying the specially inviting smell as I
lay on bed, I was eager to fall asleep so that I could
wake up earlier in the morning of the New Year Day. I
also could not help but imagine my appearance when I

wore new dress. Time and again, I indulged in these
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4. A sacrificial carnival during the Guzang Festival in Jiaqu.

5. Paintings of the Miao ethnic group.

6. “Five Dragons Herald Spring” in Longli, Jinping. All the dragon

dancers were local women.




imaginations, until I finally fell asleep.

enty years later, probably by accident, or,
probably due to a kind of /n power, I met
groups of girls of the Miao ethnic group gathering
by the Qingshui River in Kaili, Guizhou Province,

the traditional Sisters’Meal Festival. Wear-

ing silver ornaments weighing more than a dozen
kilograms and delicate embroidered clothes, the girls
danced by the simple rhythm of the drum, and their
gorgeous silver ornaments formed a great contrast
with the local impoverished environment. Why d

the women have these ancient-styled attires? How

many historic memories were hidden in the mysteri-
ous designs? What were the emotions conveyed by
the splendid colors? What were the beautiful prayers
inscribed on the dazzling ornaments?

I had a feeling-a feeling of trying to get closer

to them, and this feeling was simple and straight,
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like the sound from heaven penetrating the curtain
of night that day.

Over the past eight years, I have traveled around
the fantastic land of Guizhou, leaving my footprints

| on the mountain summits, in the depth of forests,

and on the banks of rivers. I have also experienced

il

the diverse ethnic festivals, which carry forward the

time-honored traditions, and witnessed the brilliant
blending of costumes, ceremonies, and singing and
dancing. Like tides rising and falling, the various

festivals come one after another without end.
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7. A Miaos New Year celebration in Panli, Congjiang.

. A Miao’s King Festival in Gunzhong, Rongjiang.
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land of Guizhou are more than 1,000 holidays
and festivals. Primarily divided into seasonal,
memorial, and worshipping categories, these
festivals convey the local ethnic peoples’wish,
emotion, belief, and pursuit. The more prevail-
ing festivals include Miao’s Guzang Festival,
New-Rice Tasting Festival, and Sisters’Meal
Festival; Buyi’s and Miao’s Sanyuesan (Third
Day of the Third Month) and Siyueba (Eighth
Day of the Fourth Month); Buyi’s Liuyueliu
(Sixth Day of the Six Month); Shui’s Duan
Festival and Mao Festival; Tujia’s Chasing
New Year; Yi’s Torch Festival; Gelao’s Holy
Tree Worshipping Festival; Yao’s Danu
Festival; and Dong’s Sama Festival. Whenever
a festival falls, people of different ethnic groups
take on their traditional attires to participate in
a diversity of activities, including singing,
dancing, blowing Lusheng (a bamboo wind
instrument), beating drum, bull fight, horse
racing, dragon boat racing, wrestling, dragon
lantern performance, and local drama
performance.

Their dazzling costumes and ornaments,
like pages of a wordless historic book, are con-
sidered brilliant highlights of the festivals.
Thanks to the intelligence of the Miao women,
the dragon-design embroideries on their clothes
alone can be devoted to more than 10 kinds,
including the silkworm-dragon, snake-dragon,
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9. I their traditional costumes and ornaments, the Miao
women in Paidiao Town, Danzhai County, look like
nobles of the 16th Century.

10. Singing and dancing in celebration of the Miao’s

New Year.




FESTIVALS AND COSTUMES OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN GUIZHOU

10

ox-dragon, fish-dragon, bird-dragon, and centipede-
dragon, all being memories of worshipping. The wax-
printing designs exceed several hundred kinds, be-
ing unconstrained and even exaggerated. Some of
the designs look like fish at first glance but more
like birds by a closer look, and might resemble but-
terflies when viewed from afar. These variable de-

signs are memories of nature. The simple lines on

their dresses symbolize rivers, like the Yangtze River
and the Yellow River; these are memories of
migration. And, the gorgeous wedding dress, the
delicate back fans, and graceful ribbons are memo-
ries of emotion.

There are probably many other things that have
been lost in a copper drum, on a piece of embroi-

dered cloth, or in a blast of mountain wind.

If eyes can photograph, heart can project images,

and soul can commit to memory, many of the vivid

moments and fragments would have been witnessed

and recorded as I journeyed around this enchanting

place. All the images and stories I collected in my

experience here have now contributed to this book —

Festivals and Costumes of Ethnic Groups in Guizhou. ‘
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11. Gorgeous attires of the Miao ethnic people.




FESTIVALS AND COSTUMES OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN GUIZHOU B

= -

pro—
S s

A -

4 "NW“
P




3. BUUBKIE
R EBRTE

. Miao's dress in Leishan.

14. Miao's dress in Huangping.
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15. Miao's dress in Rongjiang.

16. Miao's dress in Taijiang.
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A LINGERING ASPIRATION FOR THE EAST—-MIAO’S GUZANG FESTIVAL
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