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- Social Language
HAIES

earning Goal .
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To develop oral communicative competence is
one of the ob jectives of English learning. This
chapter aims at helping you communicate with
people appropriately and effectively in social
activities and learn the skil of having a
successful job interview.
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Practical Dialogues

Dialogue 1 Getting a Taxi

Hey, taxi! Could you take me to the department store, please?
Pardon? Where to, sir?

I want to go to the department store.

All right. Hop in, please.

Dialogue 2 In a Taxi

Excuse me, how long does it take us to get to Wall Street?

It’ll take about half an hour to get there because the streets are heavy with traffic at this
time of day.

Is it the rush hour now?

Yes, it is. Are you in a hurry, sir?

No, I’'m not. I'd like you to drive slowly and carefully.

Yes, sir.

You are a very skillful driver.

Thank you, sir.

By the way, what is the fare? I mean ... Is the fare the same for any distance?
No, it varies according to the distance.

Oh, I see.

Dialogue 3 Getting off the Taxi

Here we are. This is your stop.



4 BREECE £ 8

Wang:. Thank you. How much do I owe you?
Driver; The reading on the meter is $18.
Wang:. Here is your money, a twenty-dollar bill. Keep the change, please.

Driver; Thank you very much, sir. Good bye!

ﬁf!ﬂ%~W°'"d5__end.«E_xp_r:9§§i9n§‘

P
taxi /'teksi/ n. HWHRK%E
departmeﬁt /di'pastmont/ n. #il, &
hop /hop/ ve.  HLRBK, BEER
heavy /'hevi/ a. K&K
traffic /'treefik/ n. ok, #E; KEE
rush /TAJ/ n A, it
skillful /'skilful/ a  BEEH, HEARE
fare /fea/ n B, %, =
distance /'distans/ n. §EE
vary /'vearil/ vt. 4L, B
according /a'ka:din/ ad. K#E, WHE, KHE
owe /au/ v.  Rfi, K, R&
meter /'mirto/ n. HEFR, £
bill /bil/ n. Bk, K, PF
change /tJeindz/ n. T, /ph
department store BREIE
Wall Street HIRE(REALT SMTIN—&ENEK, EEENTESRE L)

in a hurry ST H, STHh
according to %R, RiE

1. “Could you ..., please?” . “Would you .. , please?” | “Will you ..., please?” Z £
EPEEHARERER, HXHTHEEREEH, —8E “Certainly. 7, “Yes, of
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course. ” . “Sure.” . “Yes, all right. 7, “T'llbe glad to ...” %&; ZHXHHEIEREEN,
—JR “Imsorry, butI...”,

. Where to, sir? 54, ZF|EFHE 2

OiE 3 AR F, XA4EE T B4 do you want to go, Bl “Where do you want
to go?” NEEBHHE T, HMKE FAA “What for?” “Whom to?” %,

. Hop in.  RZmgE!

HEESMNBERE “Getin, please. 7,

. rush hour 3@ EKA R, HESRTIEICEIEE (traffic jam) , FHZAEE L THHIE

d&@o
“Here we are. ” ARG, FEFEAB AL, PAEMHERHAE, “Here you
are. ” BRA/AFEAEYRAFEARFENHAIE., EEFHAPAFRRENARF.

. a twenty-dollar bill —3k 20 EITHEPE

ZEMTEREERAARRK, HEREY, XokhwELKWA 1o, 5o, 10T, 20 5T,
50 JG. 100 JTAYEPEE, 3&[EtLERH] 500 6. 1,000 JT. 5,000 ST 10,000 TR, HAR
Zh. BHYERTHTERA, NEPEMET, B EIFARBHMB. | E4MES
Y a penny 5§ a cent; 5 4 HAE T MY a nickel Y, five cents; 10 £ ITE MY a dime B ten
cents; 25 E4rHEETI Y a quarter 3%, two bits; 50 E4AIRET MY a fifty-cent piece, 1 FEILH
WA, BAZN., ETHESVERFSHAR S ¢,

. Keep the change, please. AFHAREET. (ZERIKEEFE,)

X R—FXUOT AR BA R R A /DR IR, FERE, BERAHEE, AAcERE
WS, EEE. BEH, HHEEAVEERRE /MR, BT IHEEANNS, BE. KIE
MRS 5L, F3h. V5. WERMIT B L, LRI RIE i3 R I 548 B Wb 38
AN RBURE I HL Y 10% F 20% o ARHEAR 55 1 T Bt DX R 7 T

c@ _ Useful Sentences

Could you take me to the department store?
Where to, sir? "

I want to go to the department store.

How long does it take us to get to Wall Street?

It’1l take us about half an hour to get there.

It is the rush hour.

The streets are heavy with traffic at this time of day.
I’d like you to drive slowly and carefully.
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By the way, what is the fare (rate, cost)?
Is the fare the same for any distance?
How much do I owe you?
It varies according to the distance.
Here we are. This is your stop ( destination).
Please let me off here. This is my stop.
Here is your money.
Keep the change, please.

M Information Box s

Most Americans never take taxis anymore, and they’ d rather drive themselves.
Almost every family in the US has at least one car. Many families have two: one for the |
husband, and one for the wife. If they have teenage children, the children may have a |
car each of their own as well. The way modern American cities are built is more |
convenient to own your own car. So Americans don’t need taxis.

However, in the larger, older cities that are more concentrated, private automobile
ownership is much less practical. My grandfather lived his whole life in Chicago and
never owned a car. He would either walk or take a bus or occasionally take a taxi if he
was in a great hurry. Still, today, if you’ re a-business man or a tourist in a strange city,
you may have no choice but to take a taxi. Once you are inside a taxi, it’ s usually not |
necessary to tell the driver how to drive, for he’s a professional. And even if the driver
seems to you to be driving very fast, you should still leave it up to him. You should |
remember that most of his customers probably prefer to reach their destinations as quickly
as possible. Also don’t forget that in America taxis can be quite expensive. It’s a good
idea to ask the driver before you get in to give you a rough estimate of the fare to
wherever you’ re going to be sure you can afford it. They say when you travel you should
always bring twice as much money as you think you’ Il need. The occasional necessity of |
an expensive taxi ride will absorb some of that extra emergency travel money. :
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Oral Practice

Task 1 Complete the following sentences.

1. B VFRIEMR LT LA th %7
Could you tell me where I can ?

2. REEABEAET,

I Gentleman Supermarket.
3. BILGBRATK AL /Na,

It us about half an hour
4. FREEXRRIBIE 5D ?

Could you the department store?
5. RELAIRE LR

doI you?

6. BT, HfRER.

This is .
7. BERZEREN, HENOFEA,

Now, it is . I’d like you to
8. i, FRIRBEME

OK,

Task 2 Complete the following dialogue.

A: Hey, !
mE, HAHE!

B. Hello, , Sir?
4, 4, BPIME X

A me the Beijing Hotel, please?
HIERE B TRE

B

HLER,




C&@

A . How long does ?
ATRIRILIGIEZ K E] 2

B: About ?
Ky 45 538,

A: It’s really to go.
X R E K — BRI

B: Yes. Moreover, there is always during

2K, GEEREEEY, SalIEEE,
A: Oh, . Safety is most important. You’d better

By the way, ?

e, BWRR, BERIFE, FEF/DLAEEIF, fER—TF, 2082
B It varies .

RERPEHERE ., HEBRSBRER,
A , please

BT, HILERTE,
B: OK, I'll
4N, FRGIRFF,
A . , byel
SRR, FRFRT, HR!
B very much.
FEH R

Task 3 Translate the following dialogue ovally.

A: 578, GREERFRRNMAEHHAED? XRRE—VOREE, AR5 7596 B 1] L%
HHE%E, (not ... atall)

B: SR, BES. BRARM—WHEME,  (don’t worry)

A: HEKBRET . ER—T, HHEENMREEG? (by the way)

B: 2/, HBEEENEEMEEAS—R, (according to the distance)

A HE, RAFBHBEEANAERARSE, HFRLMREFEMNM,  (skillfully,
safely )

B: ARE AR, (no problem)

A: JEHE, B,

B: AES. B, (welcome)



Task 4 Make dialogues in pairs according to the following situations.

Situation 1. Mr smith is a young teacher from the Forelgn Language School.
He will work as an interpreter at a conference, so he calls a taxi so as to get ‘
there earlier.
= Sltuatlon 2. Supposing you’ve arrived in Canada for the first time and you don’t know §
i where to call a taxi and how to pay the fare, what will you do? ( You’d {
better turn to the pohceman or a local person. ) ,
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