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Character and intellect.

These are the two poles of our capacity; one
without the other is but halfway to happiness. Intel-
lect is not enough, character is also needed. On the
other hand, it is the fool’s misfortune to fail in ob-

taining the position, employment, neighborhood, and

circle of friends of his choice.
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Keep matters for a time in suspense.

Admiration at their novelty heightens the value of your achievements. It
is both useless and insipid to play with your cards on the table. If you do
not declare yourself immediately, you arouse expectation, especially when the
importance of your position makes you the object of general attention. Mix a
little with everything, and the very mystery arouses veneration. And when you
explain, do not be too explicit, just as you do not expose your inmost

thoughts in ordinary conversation. Cautious silence is the sacred sanctuary of

worldly wisdom. A resolution declared is never highly thought of- it only
leaves room for ecriticism. And if it happens to fail, you are doubly unfortu-
nate. Besides, you imitate the divine way when you inspire people to wonder

and watch.
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Make people depend on you.

It is not he that adorns but he that adores that makes a divinity. The
wise person would rather see others needing him than thanking him. To keep
them on the threshold of hope is diplomatic, to trust to their gratitude is
boorish; hope has a good memory, gratitude a bad one. More is to be got
from dependence than from courtesy. He that has satisfied his thirst turns his
back on the well, and the orange once squeezed fall from the golden platter
into the waste basket. When dependence disappears good behavior goes with
it, as well as respect. Let it be one of the chief lessons of experience to keep
hope alive without entirely satisfying it, by preserving it to make oneself al-
ways needed, even by a patron on the throne. But do not carry silence to ex-
cess or you will go wrong, nor let another’s failing grow incurable for the

sake of your own advantage.
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Avoid outshining your superiors.

All victories breed hate, and that over your superior is foolish or fatal.
Preeminence is always detested, especially over those who are in high posi-
tions. Caution can gloss over common advantages. For example, good looks
may be cloaked by careless attire. There are some that will grant you superi-

ority in good luck or in good temper, but none in good sense, least of all a

prince for good sense is a royal prerogative and any claim of superiority in
that is a crime against majesty. They are princes, and wish to be so in that
most princely of qualities. They will allow someone to help them but not to
surpass them. So make any advice given to them appear like a recollection of
something they have only forgotten rather than as a guide to something they
cannot find. The stars teach us this finesse with happy tact: though they are

his children and brilliant like him, they never rival the brilliance of the sun.
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Be without passions.

This is the highest quality of the mind. Its very
eminence redeems us from being affected by tran- i
sient and low impulses. There is no higher rule than
that over oneself, over one’s impulses; there is the
triumph of free will. When passion rules your char-
acter do not let it threaten your position, especially
if it is a high one. It is the only refined way of
avoiding trouble and the shortest way back to a

good reputation.q
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Never trust your honor to another,
unless you have his in pledge.

Arrange that silence is a mutual advantage, disclosure a danger
to both. Where honor is at stake you must act with a partner, so
that each must be careful of the other’s honor for the sake of his
own. Never fully entrust your honor to another, but if you have to,
let caution surpass prudence. Let the danger be in common and the

risk mutual, so that your partner cannot turn king's evidence.
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Know how to take a hint.

It was once the art of arts to be able to discourse,
now it is no longer sufficient. We must know how to take
a hint, especially in disabusing ourselves. You cannot
make yourself understood if you do not easily understand
others. There are some who act like diviners of the heart
and lynxes of intentions. The very truths that concern us
most are only half spoken, but with attention we can
grasp the whole meaning. When you hear anything favor-
able keep a tight rein on your credulity; if unfavourable,

give it the spur.
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