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Part 1

I was born in the Year 1632, in the City of York, of a good Family, tho’ not ofthat
Country, my Father being a Foreigner of Bremen, who settied first at Hull: He got a good
Estate by Merchandise, and leavihg off his Trade, lived after ward at York, from whence
h had married myMother, Relations were named Robinson, a very good Family at
Country, and from whom I was called Robinson Keutznaer; but by the usual_Corruption
of Words in England, we are now called, nay we call our §dms and writer Name Cru-
soe, and so my Companions always call’d me.

I had two elder Brothers, one of which was Lieutenant Collonel to an English
Regiment of Foot in Flanders, formerly commanded by the famous Coll. - Lockhart, and
was killed at the Battle near Dunkirk against the Spaniards: What became of my second
Brother I never knew any more than Father or Mother did know what was become of me.

Being the third Son of the Family, and not bred to any Trade, my Head began to be
fill'd very early with rambling Thoughts: My Father, who was very ancient, had given me
cgmpetent Share of Learning, as far as HouseEdueation, and a Country Free- School
generally goes, and design’d for the Law; but I would be satisfied with nothing but go to
Sea, arid my incligation to this led me so strongly against the Will, nay the Commands of
my Father, and against all the Entreaties and Perswasions.of my Mother and other
Friends, that there seem’d to be something fatal in Propensxon of Nature tending directly
to the Life of Misery which was to befal me.

My Father, a wise and grave Mdn gave me serious excellent.Coun&l against what
he foresaw was my Design. He calld me one Moming into his Chamber, where he

*==——onfined by the Gout, and expostulated very warmly me upon this Subject: He ask’d me

what Reasons more a meer wandring inclination I had for leaving my Father House and
my native Country, where I might be well introdued, and had a Prospect of raising my
Fortunes Application and Industry, with a Life of Ease and Pleasure He told me it was for
Men of dgsperate For tunes on one Hand, or of agpiring, Superior For tunes on the-other,
who went abroad upon Adventures, torise by Enterprize, and make themselves famous in
Undertakings of a Nature out of the common Road; that these things were, all either too
far above me, or too far below me; that mine was the middle State, or what might be
called the upper Station of Low Life, which he had found by long Experience was the best
State in the World, the most suited to human Happiness, not exposed to the Miseries and
Hardships, the Labour and Sufferings of the mechanick Part of Mankind, and not ¢m-
barass’d with the Pride, Jamury, Ambition and Envy of the upper Part of Mankind. He
id me, I might judge of the Happiness of this State, by this one thing, viz. That this
8 the State of Life which all other People envied, that Kings have frequently lamented
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continued obstinately deaf to all Proposals of settling to Business, and frequently ex-
postulating with my Father and Mother, about their being so positively determin’d against
what they knew my Inclinations prompted me to. But being one Day at Hull, where I went
casually, and.without any Purpose of making an Elopement that time; but I say, being
there, and one of my Companions being going by Sea to London, in his Father’s Ship,
and prompting me to go with them, with the common Allurément of Seafaring Men, viz
That it should cost me nothing for my Passage, I consulied neither Father or Mother any
more, nor so much as sent them Word of it; bat leaving them to hear of it as they might,
without asking God’s Blessing, or my Father’s, without any Consideration of Circum-
stances or Consequences, and in an iii Hour, Cod knows. On the first of September
1651 I went on Board a Ship bound for London; never any young. Adventurer’s Misfor-
tunes, I believe, began sooner, or continued longer than mine. The Ship was no sooner
gotten out of the Humber, but the Wind began to blow, and the Winds’ to rise in a most
frightful manner; and as I had never been at Sea before, I was most inexpressibly sick in
Body, and terrify’d in my Mind: I began now seriously to reflect upon what I had done,
and bow justly I was overtaken by the Judgment of Heaven for my wicked leaving my
Father’s House, and abandoning my Duty; all the good Counsel of my Parents, my Fa-
ther’s Tears and my Mother’s Entreaties came now fresh inte my Mind, and my Con-
science, which was not yet come to the Pitch of Hardness to which it has been since,
reproach’d me with the Contempt of Advice, and the Breach of my Duty to God and my
Father.

All this while the Storm encreas’d, and the Sea, ! which I had never been upon
before, went very high, tho’ nothing like what I have seen many times since; no, nor
like what I saw a few Days after: But it was enough to affect me then, who was but a
young Sailor, and had riever known any thing of the matter. I expected every Wave would
have swallowed us up,' and that every time the Ship fell down, as I thought, in the
Trough or Hollow of the Sea, we should never rise more; and in this Agony of Mind, I
made many Vows and Resolutions, that if it would please God here to spare my Life this
one Voyage, if ever I got once my Foot upon dry Land again, I would go directly home to
my Father, and never set it into a Ship a gain while I livid; that I would take his Advice,
and never run my self into such Miseries as these any more. Now I saw plainly the
Goodness of his Obseﬁétions about the middle Station of Life, how easy, how comfort- )
ably he had livid all his Days, and never had been expos’d to Tempests at Sea, or
TFroubles on Shore; and I resolv’d that I would, like a true repenting Prodigal, ‘go home to
my Father.

These wise and sober Thoughts continued all the while the Storm continued, and
indeed some timé after, but the next' Day the 'Wind was abated and the Sea calmr and I
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began to be a little inur'd to it: However I was very grave for all that Day, beiug also a
little Sea sick still; but towards Night the Weather cleard up, the Wind was quite over,
and a channing fine Eveniﬁg follow’d; the Sun went down perfectly clear and rose?so the
next Morning; and having little or no Wind and a smooth Sea, the Sun shining upon it,
the Sight was, as I thought, the most delightful that ever I saw.

1 had slept well in theNight, and was now no more Sea sick: but very cheadul, .
looking with Wonder upon the Sea that was so rough and terrible the Day before, and
could be so calm and so pleasant in so little time dfter. And now least my good Reso-
lutions should continue, my Companion, who had indeed entic’d me away, ‘eornes to me,
Well Bob, says he, clapping me on the Shoulder, How do you do after it? I warrant you
were frighted, wa’'n’t you, last Night, when it blew but a Cap full of Wind? A Cap full
d’you call it? said I, ‘twas a terrible Storm: A Storm, you Fool you, replies he, do you
call that a Storm, why it was nothing at all; give us but a good Ship and Sea Room, and
we think nothing of such a Squal of Wind as that; but youre but a fresh Water Sailor,
Bob; come let us make a Bowl of Punch and we'll forget all that, d’ye see what charming
Weathertis now. To make short this sad Part of my Story, we went the old way of all
Sailors, the Punch was made, and I was made drunk with it, and in that one Night’s
Wickedness 1 drowned all my Repentance, all my Reflections upon my past Conduct,
and all my Resolutions for my future. In a word, as the Sea was returned to its
Smoothness of Surface and settled Calmness by the Abatement of that Storm, so the Hurry
of my Thoughts being over, my Fears and Apprehensions of being swallowd up by the
Sea being forgotten, and the Current of my former Desires return’d, 1 entirely forgot the
Vows and Promises that I made in my Distress. I found indeed some Intervals of Re-
flection, and the serious Thoughts did, as it were endeavour to return again sometimes,
but 1 shook them off, and rouz’d my self from them as it were from a Distemper, and
applying my self to Drink and Company, Soon master'd the Retum of these Fits, for so 1
call’d them; and I had in five or'six Days got as compleat a Victory over Conscience as
any young Fellow that resolv'd not to be troubled with it, could desire: But I was to have
another Trial for it still; and Providence, as in such Cases generally it does, resolv'd to
leave me entirely without Excuse. For if I would not take this for a Deliverance, the next
was to be such a one as the worst and most harden’d Wretch among us would confess both
the Danger and the Mercy.

The sixth Day of our being at Sea we came intoYarmouth Roads; the Wind having
been contrary, and the Weather calm, we had made but little Way since the Storm. Here
we were obliged to come to an Anchor, and here we lay, the Wind continuing contrary,
viz. at Southwest, for seven or eight Days, during which time a great many Ships from
Newcastle came into the same Roads, as the common Harbour where the Ships might wait
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for a Wing for the River.

. We had not however rid here so long, but should have Tided it up the River, but
that-the Wind blew too fresh; and after we had lain four or five Days, blew very hard.
However, the Roads being reckoned as good as a Harbour, the Anchorage good, and our
Ground- Tackle very strong, our Men were unconcerned, and not in the least appre-
hensive of Danger, but spent the Time in Rest and Mirth, after the manner of the Sea;
but the eighth Day in the Morning, the Wind increased, and we had all Hands at Work
to strike our TopMasts, and make every thing snug and close, that the Ship might ride as
easy as possible. By Noon the Sea went very high indeed, and our Ship rid Forecastle in,
shipp’d several Seas, and we thought once or twice our Anchor had come home; upon
which our Master ordex’d out the Sheet Anchor; so that we rode with two Anchors a-
Head, and the Cables vexed out to the better End.

By this Time it blew a terrible Storm indeed, and now I began to see Terror and
Amazement in the Faces even of the Seamen themselves. The Master, tho’ vigilant to the
Business of preserving the Ship, yet as he went in and out of his Cabbin by me, I could
hear him softly to himself say several times, Lord be merciful to us, we shall be all lost,
we shall be all undone; and the like. During these first Hurries, I was stupid, lying still
in my Cabbin, which was in the Steerage, and carnot describe my Temper: I could iii
reassume the first Penitence, which I had so apparently irampled upon, and harden’d my
self against: I thought the Bitterness of Death had been past, and that this would be
nothing too like the first. But when the Master himself came by me as I said just now,
and said we should be all lost, I dreadfully frighted: I got up out of my Cabbin, and
look’d out; but such a dismal Sight I never saw: The Sea went Mountains high, and
broke upon us every three or four Minutes: When I could lock about, I could see nothing
but Distress round us: Two Ships that rid near us we found had cut their Masts by the
Board, being deep loaden; and our Men cry’d out, that a Ship which rid about a Mile
aHead of us was foundered. Two more Ships being driven from their Anchors, were run
out of the Roads to Sea at all Adventures, and that was not a Mast standing. The light
Ships fared the best; as not so much labouring in the Sea; but two or three of them
drove, and came close by us, running away with only their Sprit- sail out before the
Wind.

Towards Evening the Mate and Boat- Swain begg'd the Master of our Ship to let
them cut away the Foremast, which he was very unwilling to: But the BoatSwain
protesting to him, that if he did not, the Ship would founder, he consented; and when
they had cut away the Foremast, the Main- Mast stood s0 loose, and shook the Ship so
much, they were obliged to cut her away also, and make a clear Deck.

Any one may judge what a Condition I must be in at all his; who was but a young
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