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the exclusion of '’ young Hamlet, the son of the bur-
ied king, and lawful successor to the throne.

But upon on one did this unadvised'*’ action of
the queen make such impression as upon this young
prince, who loved and venerated the memory of his
dead father almost to idolatry, and being of a nice'’’
sense of honour, and a most exquisite'*’ practiser of
propriety'*’ himself, did sorely take to heart'®’ this
unworthy conduct of his mother Gertrude: insomuch
that'”’, between grief for his father’s death and
shame for his mother’s marriage'®’, this young prince
was overclouded with a deep melancholy, and lost all
his mirth and all his good looks; all his customary pl-
easure in books forsook'®’ him, his priricely exercises
and sports, proper to his youth™’, were no longer ac-
ceptable; he grew weary of the world, which seemed
to him an unweeded garden, where all the wholesome
flowers were choked™ up, and nothing but weeds
could thrive. Not that"” the prospect of exclusion
from the throne, his lawful inheritance, weighed
so much upon his spirits, though that to a young
and high-minded prince was a bitter wound and

(1} to the exclusion of = 50 as w exclude. 10 BRIZFR,

{2) unadvised = indiscreet; thoughtless.

{3) nice= delicate.

(41 most exquisite= very careful.

(5] propriety= correctness of morals.

(61 did sorely take to heart = was deeply grieved at . sorely = severely.
£7) insomuch that=to such a degree or extent thet.
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[8] berween gnef-- and shame -~ marniage: owing
partly to grief---and partly 10 shame'+ marnage.

(91 forsvok)} forsake} = went away from; tefr.

(1) proper to hts youth = suitable for young men of
his age.

[11) choked = stifled.

(121 notthat = one must not suppose that,
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a sore indignity; but what so galled''’ him, and took
away all his cheerful spirits, was that his mother had
shown herself so forgetful to'’’ his father’s memory:
and such a father! who had been to her so loving and
so gentle a husband! and then she always appeared as
loving and obedient a wife to him, and would hang
upon him as if her affection grew to him: and now
within two months, or as it seemed to young Hamlet,
less than two months, she had married again, mar-
ried his uncle, her dear husband’s brother, in itself a
highly improper and unlawful marriage, from the
nearness of relationship, but made much more so'*’ by
the indecent haste with which it was concluded. and
the unkingly character of the man whom she had cho-
sen to be the partner of her throne and bed. This it
was, which'*’ more than the loss of ten kingdoms,
dashed"*’ the spirits and brought a cloud over the mind
of this honourable young prince.

In vain was all that his mother Gertrude or the
king could do to contrive to divert him; he still ap-
peared in court in a suit of deep black, as mourning
for the king his father's death, which mode of dress
he had never laid aside’®’, not even in compliment to
his mother upon the day she was married, nor could
he be brought to join in any of the festivities or rejoic-

[1] galled=annoved; vexed; irritated.
(2} forgetful to: o= of.

(3] made much more so= made much more in proper and unlewful. made S
X PR marriage WX,
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f 41 Thisit was, which= It was this which.

{51 dashed = depressed; shattered (to pieces).

[ 6) which mode of dress he had never laid aside: which--dress
i laid aside B R 8 . which 8/ X a suit of deep black.
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ings of that (as appeared to him) disgraceful day.

What mostly troubled him was an uncertainty
about the manner of his father's death. It was given
out''’ by Claudius that a serpent had stung him; but
young Hamlet had shrewd suspicions that Claudius
himself was the serpent; in plain English, that he
had murdered him for his crown, and that the serpent
who stung his father did now sit on the throne.

How far he was right in this conjecture, and
what he ought to think of his mother, how f{ar she
was privy to' >’ this murder, and whether by her con-
sent or knowledge, or without, it came to pass'’’,
were the doubts which continually harassed'’’ and
distracted"’’ him. '

A rumour had reached the ear of young Hamlet,
that an apparition, exactly resembling the dead king
his father, had been seen by the soldiers upon watch,
on the platform before the palace at midnight, for two
or three nights successively. The figure came con-
stantly clad in the same suit of armour, from head to
foot, which the dead king was known to have worn:
and they who saw it (Ham-let’s bosom friend Hora-
tio'®’ was one) agreed in their testimony as to the time
and manner of its appearance: that it came just as the

[1) given out= announced.

[ 2] was privy to= had private knowiedge of .

{3) it came to pass= it came about; it happened. X E M pass BEZ 1, astate
or condition 22 .
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[ 41 harassed = troubled
[5] distracted = disturbed.
[6] Horatio [horeifiou): BB,
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clock struck twelve''’, that it looked pale, with a
face more of sorrow than of anger; that its beard was
grisly'?’, and the colour a sable silvered , as they had
seen it in his lifetime: that it made no answer when
they spoke to it; yet once they thought it lifted up its
head, and addressed itself to motion®’, as if it were
about to speak; but in that moment the morning cock
crew'*’, and it shrunk in haste away, and vanished
out of their sight.

The young prince, strangely amazed at their re-
lation, which was too consistent and agreeing with it-
self to disbelieve, concluded that it was his father’s
ghost which they had seen, and determined to take
his watch with they soldiers that night, that he might
have a chance of seeing it; [or he reasoned with him-
self, that such an appearance'®’did not come for not-
hing'®’ but that the ghost had something to impart,
and though it had been silent hitherto, yet it would
speak to him. And he waited with impatience for the
coming of night.

When night came he took his stand'”’ with Hora-
tio, and Marcellus'®’, one of the guard, upon the
platform, where this apparition was accustomed to
walk: and it being a cold night, and the air unusually

{11 that it came - twelve: that- twelve If B’ F W B that it- pale, that its
beard:--grisly 1 that it it, R EEME), BW X the time and manner of its ap-
pesrance B9 Al f7 i,

(2] gnsiy=grizzly (= greyish).

(31 addressed itself to motion = prepared itself to move its lips.

(4) the morning cock crew: B ARME, KEBa LokdE.
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[ 5] appearance: MR {= ghost).

[ 6} fur nothing= without reason.

173 stand = position.

£ 8] MWarcellus [ma'selos]: I 75 ¥187.
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raw' '’ and nipping'’’, Hamlet and Horatio and their
companion’®’ fell into'*’ some talk about the coldness
of the night, which was suddenly broken off'*’ by
Horatio announcing that the ghost was coming.

At the sight of his father’s spirit, Hamlet was
struck with a sudden surprise and fear. He at first
called upon the angels and heavenly ministers'®’ to de-
fend them, for he knew not whether it were a good
spirit or bad; whether it came for good or evil: but
he gradually assumed more courage; and his father
(as it seemed to him) looked upon him so piteously,
and as it were desiring to have conversation with him.
and did in all respects'’’ appear so like himself as he
was when he lived, that Hamlet could not help addr-
essing'® him: he called him by his name, Hamlet, -
King, Father! and conjured'’’him that he would tell
the reason why he had left his grave, where they had
seen him quietly hestowed™ , to come again and visit
the earth and the moonlight: and besought"'"”him that
he would let them know if there was anything which
they could do to give peace to his spirit. And the
ghost beckoned to Hamlet, that he should go with
him to some more removed place , where they might

{13 raw=damp and chiliy.

[ 2] nipping= biting (with cold}.

(3} their companion: i Marcellus.

(41 feil into= began.

(51 broken offl = brought to an end; (suddeniy] stopped.

(6) heavenly ministers: SFH*'M (= messengers irom heaven; spirits).
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171 in all respects=1n all points.

1 81 could not help addressing = could not but ad-
dress.

[ 9] conjured = called upon solemnly.

110)  bestowed = placed.

[t3]  besought (beseech) = entreated.

.|3.



be alone; and Horatio and Marcellus would have dis-
suaded the young prince from''’ following it, for they
feared lest it should be some evil spirit, who would
tempt him to the neighbouring sea, or to the top of
some dreadful cliff, and there put on some horrible
shape which might deprive the prince of his reason.
But their counsels'?’ and entreaties could not alter
Hamlet’s determination, who cared too little about
life to fear'®’ the losing of it; and as to his soul, he
said, what could the spirit do to that, being'*’ a
thing immortal as itself'*’? And he felt as hardy as a
lion, and bursting from them, who did all they could
to hold him, he followed whithersoever the spirit led
him. .

And when they were alone together, the spirit
broke silence, and told him that he was the ghost of
Hamlet, his father, who had been cruelly murdered,
and he told the manner of it; that it was done by his
own brother Claudius, Hamlet’s uncle, as Hamlet
had already but too much'®’ suspected, for the hope of
succeeding to his bed and crown. That as he was
sleeping in his garden, his custom always in the after-
noon, his treasonous brother stole upon him in his
sleep, and poured the juice of poisonous hen-bane into
his ears, which has such an antipathy to' "’ the life of
man , that swift as quicksilver it courses through all

(1] dissuaded: from = advised to refrain-*-from.
(2] counsels= advice.

(3] cared toofear = cared so little about life that he did not fear.
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(43 that, being: that 8 his soul. [his sou] being.

i 5) immortal as itsclf = deathless like the spirit itself.

{61 but toc much = very much. but too = only toc = ex-
tremefy.

£ 71 has such an antipathy to= is so incompatible 10, BH is

so fatal to.

.15-



